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TENTH ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 
MARYLAND STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


Mownpay, Octeber 19, 1857. 

The Society met this evening, at Carroll Hall, 
in the city of Baltimore, and at 8 o’clock, Ram- 
say M’Henry, Ese., President, took the chair, 
and. called-the meeting to order. The. President 
congratulated the members on their re-union once 
more, and hoped that every one would feel it his 
pride, and duty, to maintain the character of the 
good. old State of Maryland for hospitality and 
good feeling. 

Dr. Higgins moved that a committee be appoint- 
ed. to proceed to Washington to invite the Presi- 
dent and Heads of Departments to visit the Show, 
which was concurred in, and Dr. Higgins, Dr. 
Wharton, Dr. S. P. Smith, Gen. Tench Tilghman 
and G. M. Eldridge, Esq., were appointed the 
eommittee. 

The President announced that he had received 
the assurance of B. Johnson Barbour, Esq., of 
Orange Co., Va., that he would deliver the open- 
ing address of the Society, but he regretted to say 
that Mr. B. has not been able to be present with 
us on thé occasion. On learning that such would 
be. the case, the Rev. Dr. Balch was solicited to 
supply the place of Mr. Barbour, and had consent- 
ed todo so. On motion, a committee consisting 
of Jas. T. Earle, Jno, Merryman and Martin 
Goldsborough, Esqs., was then appointed to wait 
on Dr. Balch, and invite him to the meeting, who 
shortly afterwards returned, with Dr. B., who was 
escorted to the President’s stand, by Jas. T. Earle, 
Esq., and, by the President, was introduced to the 
Society. 

Dr. Balch proposed, before commencing his re- 
marks, to invoke a divine blessing upon the So- 
ciety and its objects, which he did in a most fer- 
vent prayer. 

The Rev. gentleman then arose, and stated the 
circumstances under which he had accepted. the 
invitation to address the Society, and proceeded 
to the discharge of the duty devolved upon, him ina 
very effective and instructive address, which was 
received with marked attention. 

Afterits delivery, Dr. B. received the congratu- 
lations of a number of the officers and members, 
for his very encouraging remarks in behalf of 
Agricultural improvem@fit, and a vote of thanks 

him, on motion of Col. 





C. Carroll of Howard Co., seconded by Jno. C. 
Tilghman, Esq., of Queen Anne’s. 

The President requested the Judges to meet at 
the President’s office on the grounds to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o’clock. He apologized for the 
unfinished ‘state of the arrangements on the 
grounds, that circumstances beyond his control had 
prevented him from giving that attention to the 
business which was requisite, and the work had 
not been as far advanced as could have’ beén 
desired, but that all things would soon be ready 
for an excellent and he hoped a successful Exhi- 
bition. He seized the occasion thus early to an- 
nounce to the Society, that under no circumstan- 
ces would he serve another term in his present 
position, and hoped that the Society would in due 
time select a successor who could give more time 
and talent to the duties of the office; but he as- 
sured them that no one could be selected who would 
feel greater interest in its success than himself. 

Col. C. Carroll moved that the reasons be as- 
signed by the Executive Committee for the change 
of the rules for the admission of stock to the Show 
Grounds. 

Dr. Wharton suggested that a simple request to 
the chair would no doubt answer the object of the 
mover, which suggestion was accepted by Col. 
Carroll, and he withdrew the motion. 

Wn. D. Bowie, Jr., of Prince George’s Co., ap- 
pealed to the President or Secretary, for informa- 
tion, as to the time of publication of the change of 
the rules alluded to—and at the sametime avowed 
his approval. of them, and understood that they 
had been adopted by other Societies. 

The President called for the reading of the pro- 
ceedings by which the rules had been adopted— 
which were accordingly read.by the Seeretary, as 
published with the Premium List, in the July No. - 
of the American Farmer. 

Mr. James T. Earle, of Queen Anfie’s Co., read 
the 4th Article of the Constitution, relative to the 
duties of the Executive Committee to make all 
rules and regulations for the Exhibition—and re- 
marked, that although he deemed fhe Committee 
had full powers in the premises, yet he was opposed 
to the changes which had been made, and believed 
that great dissatisfaction had been evinced thereat. 
He proposed, therefore, an amendment to the 
Constitution, in order to restrict the Executive 
Committee from making so radical.a change in 
the rules of the Society. In the 4th Article, at 
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“the charter of the Society,”’ 


n of by M. T. Goldsb igh, 


: ‘and also to so highly — y M. 
the further provision that the said Committee shall Bag., But th ‘the ‘result had not 


have no authority to make any charge, in the’ 
form of commission or otherwise, than that of 
membership fee upon any animal or article entered 
for exhibition or premium.’’ 

Agreeably to the 12th Article of the Constitu- | 
tion, which provides that amendments to the Con- 


stitution must “‘be submitted verbatim on the first ‘used he had the most luxuriant ¢ 


night of the annual meeting, and be passed on the 
third night or thereafter, by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present, who shall not be less 
than thirty in number,’ Mr. Earle proposed to 
lay the amendment on the table, to be called up 
at the proper time. 

Several propositions were then submitted and 
discussed, but subsequently withdrawn. After 
which the Society adjourned, until to-morrow 
evening, at 8 o’clock. 

Turspay, October 20. 

The Society met, agreeably to adjournment.— 
The President announced that the first business in 
order was the reading of the report of the Execu- 
tive Committee. .The Secretary then read the | 
proceedings of the several meetings of the Execu- | 
tive Committee for the past year, as the report of | 
the Committee. } 

Dr. Wharton moved that the report of the 
Executive Committee be accepted. James Tilgh- 
man, Esq., of Queen Anne’s, seconded the motion, 
and it was concurred in. 

Col. Carroll proposed that the members present 
who had had practical experience in the use of 
the Drill, be invited by the Chair to give the re- 
sult of their experience to the meeting. 

Col. Wm. D. Bowie, Sr., of Prince George’s, | 








suggested that in addition, any gentleman having | 

experience in broadcast drilling, be also invited to 

partake in the discussion, which was assented to. 
Dr. Wharton alluded to the very. satisfactory 


remarks of Col. Bowie, and hoped that the prac- | 
tice frequently indulged in, of frittering away the | 


time of the Society, wouid be avoided during 
these meetings, and that we might enjoy the bene- 
fit.of the experience of the farmers present, upon 


the matter proposed—and after paying a tribute to | 
the qualifications, and alluding to the extensive | 


ce of the gentleman from Howard Co., (Col 
arroll,) which would enable him to enlighten 
the meeting, he hoped he would be followed upon 
the same subject by the gentleman from Prince 
George’s, (Col. W. D. Bowie.) 

Col. Carroll was then called upon, from various 
quarters of the Hall, to give his views upon the 
subject... After regretting the absence of a Vice 
President of the Society, occasioned by the death 
of his near relative (Col. N. Goldsborough,) whose 
nee and writings upon this important branch 
of husbandry. were well known.and most highl 


appreciated by the agriculturists of Maryland, Grounds, and 


He attributed this, however, more to the operators 
of the drill, than to the drill itself. He was satis- 
fied that in seeding large tracts.of land with 
the drill, it was difficult to have it prepared in 


| that nice order, which is necessary to secure the 


most complete success. He said however, thathe 
had been assured by a gentleman who had prac- 
ticed Drill husbandry, that where it had been 
, and where 
the broadcast system had been adopted, the reverse 
had been the case. On the whole, he was con- 
vinced that where the land is well prepared, the 
Drill was invaluable; but when this cannot be 
attained, it may be deemed advisable to hold on 
to broadcasting. Mr. Carroll proceeded at some 
length upon the subject, but the tenor of his re- 
marks, and the conclusions to which he had arriv- 
ed, were as stated above. Before concluding how- 
ever, he briefly alluded to the great value of the 
steam engine for farming purposes, and expressed 
his firm belief, that the time was not far distant, 
when the steam engine would be found traversing 
our roads, and engaged in the.various. operations 
requiring power on our farms and plantations, __ 
e further discussion of the subject was dis- 
ensed with, in consequence of the lateness of the 
our. In the midst of the discussion, the report of 
the Committee appointed to wait on the President 
and his Cabinet to visit the Show grounds, was 
called for, which produced a long and unprofitable 


| debate. Dr. Higgins, from the Committee, re- 


yee in’ substance that they had waited on the 
resident and Cabinet at Washington, and had 
been received with much courtesy—the President, 
from the daily demands upon his time and atten- 
| tion could not expect to be able to be present at 
the Exhibition, but thatseveral of the members 
of the Cabinet expressed a wish and expectation 
of visiting the Show during its continuance, and 


| would inform the Committee of the time of their 


visit, when determined on. After making the 

report, considerable discussion ensued, when it 

was 5 iy after an explanation by Dr. Wharton, 

and, Mr. Eldridge of Cecil Co., moved that the com- 

mittee be discharged, which was coneurred in. 
The Society then adjourned. 


[The Hon. Mr. Floyd, Secretary of War, on 
beer eon | visited the Show grounds and the 
Maryland Institute. He was met by the General 
Secretary of the Society, who was in attendance 
|at the Depot of the Rail Road with the Hon. 
| Joshua Vansant, and the officers of the Maryland 
| Institute, in waiting to receive a delegation from 
| the Metropolitan Institute at Washington, to visit 
|our Cattle Show and the Institute Fair. Mr. 
, Sands, the Secretary of the State Agricultural So- 
| ciety, was informed by the General Superinten- 
/dant of the Rail Road, that Gov. Floyd would 
soon arrive, 2 folegeapeie seagpteh having been 
,received to that effect. Mr. Vansant Bropoees 
| that an invitation be Gyr ot to the ge oa 
tary, to accompany-the delegations to the Show 
the fustitute Hall, which invitation 


and who, if present, could add still further to’ the | on the arrival of the ears was.accepted. A large 


stock of knowledge upon the subject—he proceed- | 
ed to give his own experience. He said that 
having. been induced to try substitutes for Peruvian 
Guano, which had been soaks from time to 
time, (contrary to the promise of the Peruvian 


Agency here,) to that end he had used the drill 


dance, and immediately eeded to the Show 
Grounds; on alighting atthé President’s office, Mr. 
Sands introduced Gov. Bloyd to Ramsay M’ Henry, 
Esq., President, ahd sueh of the officers and mem- 
bers of the Society as-were present. The Presi- 


4 horse. Omnibus, gaily y proceed ; was in atten- 
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dent then presented Gov. Floyd to the ware ¥ of 

Dr. 8. P. Smith, Vice President, who, with Gen- 

eral Tilghman, and several other gentlemen, in- 

cluding the Committee who went toWashing ton, 
accompanied the honored guest to the variou 
its of attraction on the grounds, and witnesse 

e performances of the beautiful Arabian mares, 


the ring during the day. He afterwards, as the 


fe m. M’Donald, Esq., which were on exhibition 


“guest of the Society, partook of a collation, 


prepared by Mr. Guy, at the refreshment depart- 
ment, on the grounds, in company with Col. Emo- 
ry of the army, and other visitors, during which 

e) President, Mr.. M’Henry, in proposing, the 
health of our distinguished guest alluded to the 
close’ ties. which had ever bound Virginia (the na- 
tive State of the Governor) and Maryland, and 
hoped those ties would be more and more strongly 
cemented by such associations as those we repre- 
sented. Governor Floyd replied in a very felici- 
tuous manner, and expressed the gratification he 
experienced at witnessing the beautiful collection 
on‘the ‘grounds, and hoped that the cordiality be- 
tween the two States might ever continue to in- 


« crease. 


ucWe took no notes-at the time; but Gov. Floyd, 
either on this occasion or later in the day, at: an 
entertainment at the Institute building, remarked, 
that during the revolutionary war, the battalions 
of; ‘Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia fought 


side -by side, on every battle field in the. thirteen 


States, whilst the troops of the North never,passed 


over the line between the North and South, until 
oth pture of the English army at Yorktown; 
neither were those belonging south of Virgimia, : 
»ealled tothe north of that line; but the troops, of 


Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania were in all 
the contests, beth North and South, and stood 
shoulder to shoulder, in many a well fought field. 

people, he remarked, were much alike in 
their manners and customs—those in the Western 


section of Virginia resembling those of Maryland ' 


in her upper counties, and those in the, Eastern, 
were similar to those of the lower or Southern 
tier of GOunties of our State—and proposed a 
toast, in effect, that the fellowship and good feel- 
ing which has ever existed between the two States, 
— be perpetual. 

ther toasts were also proposed and drank, one 
of which to the gallant Col. Emory, who is a na- 
tive of. our State, and who has made his mark for 
distinction in the service of his country. The 
Colonel responded; in the modest. style which 
poy the soldier of merit, and the gentleman. 

r dinner, the Secretary of War, accompa- 
nied by Gen. T. Tilghman and Mr. Sands, on the 
part of the Society, and Mr. Vansant and the depu- 
tations of the Institutes which aceompanied him 
in the morning, returned to the city, and was 
escorted: through the spacious halls of the Mary- 
land Institute, where he spent some hours, in a 
most pleasant and agreeable manner, examining 
the various works of Art and interest, on exhibi- 
tion there. He left the city in the evening train 
of cars for the East, on business pertaining to his 
Department. 

the following day, the Hon. Howell Cobb, 
Secretary of the Treasury; Hon. Jacob Thompson, 
Secretary of the Interior, and J. D. Hoover, Esq., 
Marshal of the District of Columbia, accompanied 
by Zenus Barnum, Robert M. Magraw and Augus- 
tus. McLaughlin, Esqs., rode out to the grounds. 


They were met by the executive officers, conduc- 
ted around the enclosure, and thence to that pa: 
of the amphitheatre reserved for the guests of the 
Society. For the gratification of the distinguiy 
guests, the beautiful Arabian mares of Mr. Dow 
ald were again introduced, and appeared to t 
advantage; one of them was put to the top of her 
speed, to the delight of all present. 

, After spending a couple of hours quite agreea- 
bly, they returned to the city, and left in the af: 
ternoon for the. Metropolis.] 


Wenpnespay, October 21. 


The President called the meeting to order at the 
appointed hour, and announced that the reading ‘of 
reports of the Judges was the first business in order, 
which were accordingly read by the Secretary, as 
far as they were ready. a 

Col. Ware moved to strike out-all. recommenda- 
tions made by Committees for premiunis, in classes 
where regular premiams were offered, which *was 
concurred in. ton 

Mr. Earle, called up the amendment to the Con- 
stitution, offered by him on ‘Monday. ° The:'Presi- 
dent opposed its consideration, as out of ordér’at 
this time; an appeal from his decision was called 
for; and it was over-ruled. ‘Fhe amendment being 
then read, the President called Dr. Saml. P. Smith 
to the Chair, and opposed: its adoption; the~debate 
was continued for a considerable space of time,’ in 
which several of the members took part, among 
them Mr, Contee, of Prince George’s, Mri ce" F 
Mr. Earle and Dr. Wharton, when finally Dr. W. 
moved to lay the subject on the table. Mr. Robert 
Bowie, treasurer, in the course of the discussion, 
stated that it might not be out of place to show the 
| result of the measures particularly -alluded’’to: in 
| the debate, on the finances of the Society, and stated 
| the receipts, thus far of the exhibition. . The pro- 
| position of Dr. Wharton was then concurre? in. 
|. The President having resumed thé Chair,’ 

Mr. James T. Earle, presented to the eonsidera- 
tion of the Society, as a great evil, upopthe ‘grain 
_ growers of our State, the practice of sling grain 
| in the city of Baltimore, by which ater bargains 
had been made, sales were declined; spon frivolous 
pretences, and principally on the greand of samples 
not vonterae the delivery, usless deductions 


were madé. Mr. Earle stated cass of deo injus- 
tice which had been el a the farmers 





in this connexion, and pro he appointment of 
a committee of three to memo“alize the legislature 
to enact a law to regulate sal/s of grain, in order 
to protect the interests of /he agriculturists who 
trade with this city. “The Aotion was adopted, and 
Messrs J. T. Earle, W. D. Bowie} Sr., and M. 
Tilghman Goldsborough were appointed the Com- 
mittee. * ive 
The Society then adjourned. 


/ Tuurspay, October 22. 
The President aphounced that the business 







in order was the ¢lection of officers f ensuing 
ear, and again yeiterated his determi n not to 
a candidate for re-election. He then‘called for 


nominations fof the office of President, and expres- 
sed the hope éhat the choice of the Society would 
fall on some one calculated to promote the interests 
of agriculjure in Maryland, and the prosperity of 
the Socie‘y. 

John Merryman, Esq. of Hayfields, Baltimore Co 
and Dr. Samuel P. Smith, of Alleghany, were pla 
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ced in'nomination, and Messrs. James T. Earle, 
James Tilghman and John Henderson appointed tel- 
lers.. On counting the ballots, the result was an- 
nced as follows: For John Merryman 60, for 
r. Smith 18, and several scattering votes. On 
motion, the election of Mr. Merryman, was declar- 
ed to be unanimous. 
A letter was received from H. G. S. Key, Esq., 
asking to be excused from longer serving as Vice 
President for St. Mary’s county. Mr. James Tilgh- 


man, of Queen Anne’s, also asked to decline a re-| ga 


election as Vice President. The following gentle- 
men were then unanimously elected V. Presidents, 
viz:— 

For St. Mary’s county—John H. Sothoron; Anne 
Arundel—John 8. Sellman; Baltimore county—Chas. 
Ridgely, of Hampton; Montgomery—Robert Dick; 
Queen Anne’s—Richard Cooke Tilghman; Worcester 
—Teagle Townsend; Prince George’s—Oden Bowie; 
Harford—i. M. Jacobs; Baltimore City—John C. 
Brune; Howard—Charles Carroll; Talbot—M.. T. 
Goldsborough; Washington—William Dodge; Alle- 
ghany—Dr. 3. P. Smith; Somerset-—John S. Crock- 
ett; Frederick—George R. Dennis; Cecil—G. M. 
Eldridge; Carroli—S. T. C. Brown; Charles— Wal- 
ter Mitchell; Dorchester—-R. T. Goldsborough; Kent 
——Edward Wilkins; Caroline—W. Hardcastle; Cal- 
vert—A. Somerville; District of Columbia—Allen 
Dodge; Western Virginia—J. W. Ware; Eastern 
Virginia—Thomas R. Joynes; Pennsylvania—Aaron 
Clement; Delaware—Bryan Jackson. 

For Curators—William Creighton, of Baltimore 
city; Frank Cooke, of Baltimore city; James N. 
Goldsborough, of Talbot Co.; George Waller, 
of Somerset Co.; N. B. Worthington, of Anne 
Arundel Co. Pg ik 

Por nen Secretary-_J. Howa c- 
Henry, of Ba oes county. 

Pw General Secretary—Samuel Sands, of Balti- 
more city. 

ForTreasurer—Robert Bowie, of Dist. Columbia. 

For ” ection Goldsborough, of Balti- 
more city, 

Dr. rton moved that a Committee be ap- 
pointed towait on Mr. Merryman, to inform him 
of his electiyn, and to invite his acceptance thereof. 
. Whazton, M. Goldsborough, W. D. Bowie, 
Sr., J. S. Setiman and T. Tilghman, were ap- 
pointed the Committee, who returned in a few 
minutes with Mr. Merryman, who was conducted 
to the President’s Chair, on taking which he was 
received with applause, and briefly remarked: 

‘*Gentlemen of the Society: I return my thanks 
for the unexpected and undeserved honor that you 
have conferred upon ke, I am, as you are aware, 
no speech maker, as,during all my connexion 
with you, I have neve: occupjed your floor but 
once, and then on sometrifling matter. I, how- 
ever, will do all in my power to promote the inte- 
rests of the Society, and accept with pride a posi- 
tion t has been filled by a Calvert, an Earle, 
and enry.”’ 

Th iness of the meeting having been re- 
sumed, Gen. Tench Tilghman offered a resolution, 
proposing that the Society tender the use of their 

ounds to the United States Agricultural Society, 

or the holding of its next annual fair, and that 
the Maryland Society hold no fairnext year. In 
making this proposition, General T. stated that 
the committee appointed to select a place for the 
next exhibition looked with favor on Baltimore, 
and he made this proposition in order that the So- 


~— might thus express its views on the subject. 
. Jas. T. Earle spoke against the proposition, 
‘on the ground that he was opposed to the National 

Society’s holding Shows, and believed that it 
‘would ultimately prostrate all the State societies 
' whereverthey were held. There wasno place equal 
‘to Baltimore for holding agricultural fairs, and he 
| thought it would be suicidal in this Society to hold 
| out any inducements to the National Societe 
; Our State fairs were superior to these nationa 
therings, as he had been informed by those who 
have attended them, and an intermission of one 
year might be ruinous to the Society. 

General Tilghman replied, urging that the 
National Fairs were not calculated to injure the 
State local fairs, but to promote them, and to ad- 
vance the oben ae & of the agriculturists of the 
country generally. 

fter considerable discussion the question was 
called and the resolution was lost by the following 
vote: Ayes 28, nays 32. 

The Society then adjourned. 

After the meeting of the Society, the Vice Presi- 
dents and Curators present held a meeting, and re- 
elected the following gentlemen as the Executive 
Committee for the ensuing year, viz: Dr: Saml. 
P. Smith, of Alleghany Co., M. Tilghman Golds- 
borough, of Talbot Co., Oden Bowie, of Prince 
George’s Co., Frank Cooke, of Baltimore city, 
Geo. R. Dennis, of Frederick Co., Jas. N. Golds- 
borough, of Talbot, Chas. Ridgely of H. of Balti- 
more Co. 

The President elect, John Merryman, of Balti- 
more Co., and the Corresponding Secretauy Jas. 
Howard McHenry, of Haltimore County, are 
ex-officio members of the Executive Committee, 
and the General Secretary, Samuel Sands, of Bal- 
timore city, the Secretary thereof. " 


Fripay, October 23. 


‘i The President took the chair at the appointed 
our. 

On motion of Mr. Merryman, it was resolved, 
that the 1st premium for Imported Jatks, be award- 
ed to Mr. Jos. Crosby, for his Jack Darby, of $50; 
8 mistake having been made in the entries on the 
ground. 

On motion of Mr. J. T. Earle, it was ordered, 
that the premium for the best 5 Acres of Wheat, 
yielding 434 bushels, 1 peck and 1 9-10 pint per a- 
cre, be awarded to Dr. L. H. Beatty, ol Queen 
Anne’s County. - 

On motion of Mr. T. Tilghman, it was 

Resolved, That it be suggested to the Executive 
Committee to take into consideration the subject of 
inviting the United States Agricultural Society to 
hold their next Annual Fair at the City of Balti- 
more, and offering them the useofthe Show Grounds 
belonging to the Society for the purpose. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be 
clothed with full powers to negotiate with the U. 
S. Agricultural Society, in reference to the subject 
of the above resolution, including the authority to 
dispense with the Annual Fair of this Society, for 
the year 1858, if in their judgment it shall be ad- 
visable to do so. 

The President having called Dr. S. P. Smith, re- 
tired from the chair. 

On motion of Mr. O. Bowie, it was 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to 
credit against the 10 per cent. required of the exhi- 
bitors, such amount as may be due them for feed 
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allowed by the Society, and not drawn by them, | they unanimously agreed to award the premium of 


_ and that ifany exhibitor has improperly overdrawn | the Society, and feel sure the owner of the Mary- 


the amount of feed allowed him, he be called upon | land herds, with characteristic magnanimity, will 
by the Treasurer for the amount overdrawn. accede to the justice of the decision. In the depart- 
On motion of Mr. T. Tilghman, of Talbot Co. it ment of Durhams there were two contestants—Mr. 
was unanimously ' | Clement Hill, and Mr. R. H. Dulany, of Virginia. 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be ten- | Here again several animals in each herd were very 
dered to R. McHenry, Esq., for the able and effi- beautiful. These herds were very differently con- 
cient manner in which he has @ischarged the duties | stituted, that of Mr. Hill being composed entirely 
of his office. |of animals fully matured, while that of Mr. Dula- 
The Society then, on motion, adjourned. ‘ney, with one exception, (a very splendid cow) was 
made up ef young cattle. This rendered the act of 
| comparing difficult, but after the most careful ex- 
! amination, of which they were capable, they award- 
; ehtpeb ed the premium to Mr. Hill. 
To the Judges of Agricultural Productions for the Md. The premium for the best herd of Ayrshires was 
State Agricultural Society. | well contested by three competitors, Charles Ridge- 
Gentlemen:—The accompanying parcel of Wheat | ly, Esq., of Hampton, John C. Smith, of Baltimore 
is a sample of Blue Stem White, slightly mixed, of | county, and Ramsay McHenry, Esq., of Harford. 
which I raised by weight, (60 pounds to the bushel) | To the President of our Society, this premium was 
259.89375 bushels on five acres, three roods and | very deservedly due—and they have great pleasure 





Long Marsh P. O. Queen Anne’s Co. Md. 
October 13th, 1857. 


thirty-eight perches of land, or 43 bushels, 1 peck, 
1 gal. and 1 9-10 pint per acre. 

he land on which this wheat was raised has a 
black, porous, loamy soil, except about half an a- 
ere, which hasa white clay soil. About three a- 
cres of it had been in clover and timothy, the bal- 
ance in clover and orchard grass, for two years— 
the crop of grass being taken off each year. After 
taking off the crop of grass last year, the land was 
ploughed about eight inches deep, in lands about 
sixteen feet wide, and lay thus till 5th October.— 
It was then harrowed and the wheat sowed—two 
bushels to the acre—and ploughed in with gang 
plows. The ground was then harrowed again and 
rolled, and the furrows between the lands cleared 
by the plow passing through each. No manure 


was used except on the half acre having the white | 
clay soil, which had about seventy-five pounds Pe- | 
ruvian Guano sowed on it and ploughed in with the | 


L. H. Beartry. 


We Certify, that Dr. L. H. Beatty had five a- 
cres, three roods and thirty-eight perches of land 
surveyed by Wm. A. Johnson, and that the wheat 
raised thereon, the present year, amounted, by 
weight (60 Ibs. to the bushel) to 259.89375 bushels, 
or forty-three bushels, ] peck, 1 gallon and 1 9-10 
pint per acre. Jorn CLEMENT, 

Morpecar Price. 

Beaver Dams, Queen Anne’s Co., Oct. 13, 1857. 


REPORTS OF THE JUDGES. 


Herp Premiums. 


In the discharge of their duty the Committee have 
6: presnase of ‘reporting that the premiums for 
Herds of the several classes of cattle were well con- 
tested, especially in the department of Devons. 

For this premium there were five entries, the 
competitors being Captain H. J. Strandberg, J. H. 
McHenry, Col. Oden Bowie, S. T. C. Brown and S. 
& L. Hurlbut, of Connecticut. 

Five as beautiful herds it would be difficult to 
collect from the whole extent of our country, each 
composed of very choice animals, and evidencing 


wheat. Respectfully, 


in stating that they so awarded it. 

For the premium for the best Herd of Alderneys, 
there were two entries; one made by W. C. Wil 
son, and the other by J. H. McHenry—both herds 
were very fine. The animals composing Mr. Mc- 
Henry’s, possess more sizé, while those’in that of 
Mr. Wilson discover higher milking properties; and 
as this is a feature which gives value to these ani- 
mals, they have awarded Mr. Wilson the premium. 

There were two Native Herds presented, one by 
Mr. John Merryman, the other by Mr: George 
| Austin—to the latter of whom they awarded the 
| premium. 
| All which is respectfully submitted. 
James T. Erte, 
: Wittiam GoLpssorovucn, 
Grirrita M. Exprinez. 


Importep CartTTLe. 


The Committee on Imported Cattle beg to report, 
that in this department of the Exhibition, they were 
| pleased to find renewed evidences of that public 
| spirit which has induced our leading breeders to 

draft upon the improved breeds of Europe, for 
the further development and improvement of our 
'own; though, as can scarcely be expected, there 
; was not much competition. Each class was repre- 
sented by a fine specimen. In the classes of Dur- 
jbam, Alderney and Ayrshire, there were but three 
‘entries of bulls—one in each class. As they were 
|all meritorious, the Committee awarded: each a 
| premium. 
| To R. H. Dulaney, a premium of $50 for his Dur- 
{ham Bull ‘‘Sir Edmund Lyons,”’ eighteen months 
old. To J. H. McHenry, a premium of $50, for 
his Alderney Bull “Commodore.” To John Chand- 
|Jer Smith, a premium of $25, for his Ayrshire Bull 
|* Lafayette.” To R. H. Dulaney, a premium of 
, for his two-year old Durham Heifer **Isabella.’’ 

‘o same, for his two-year old Durham Heifer 
‘‘Miss Emma,” a premium of $25. To William C. 
Wilson, for his Alderney Cows “Duchess” and 
‘Alice Gray,” the premiums, respectively, of $50 
and $25. To J. H. McHenry, the premiums, re- 
spectively, of $50 and $25, for his Devon Cows 
‘‘Dahlia” and ‘*Myrtle.” To Zenos Barnum, the 





t 


} 
| 





unmistakable marks of purity of blood. Four of | premiums, respectively, of $50 and $25 for his Hol- 


these herds they are proud to state are from our.own 
State. To the fifth however, from ouf sister State 
of the North, in the persons of the Messrs. Hurlbut, 


| stein Cows, **Duchess” and *‘Eugenia.’? To Ram- 
‘say McHenry, a premium of *: for his Ayrshire 
Cow *‘Nannie;’’ and to John C. Smith, a premium 
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of $25, for his Ayrshire Cow ‘Jenny Dean.” All 
which is respectfully submitted. 

James T. Earwe, 

Wu. Gox.psporoven, 

Greirrits M. Exprince. 

Suort Hornep Carte. 
The Committee on Short Horned Cattle, report: 
They award the first prize to Mr. Clement Hill, 
for his three year old Bull, ‘*Osceola,” $50. None 
offered for 2d premium. On Bulls between 2 and 
3 years old—Ist prize to Mr. Clement Hill’s Bull, 
**Uncas,’’ $30; 2d prize to Mr. Wm. Reybold’s 
““Montgomery,’’ $15. No entries for between 1 
and 2 years old. To Mr. C. Hill, for **Potomac,”’ 
under 1 year old, $10. For Cows 3 years of age 
and over, there was quite an animated contest, be- 
tween Mr. Gibson’s ‘‘Princess,”’ Mr. Hill’s “‘Ellen” 
and ‘* Sweetheart,” and Mr. R. H. Dulaney’s 
“‘Dairymaid.’? The Committee had great difficulty 
in deciding between these Cows, all being fine; 
and after examining—and examining with great 
eare—came to the conclusion, to award Ist prize 
to Mr. Hill’s Cow, ‘‘Eilen,’’ $50;” 2d do. to Mr. 
Dulaney’s Cow, ‘Dairymaid,’’ $25. Between 2 
and 3 year old Heifers—the Ist prize to Mr. Hill’s 
Addie,”’ $30; 2d do. tosame, for ‘Lilly,’’ $15. 
Heifers between 1 and 2 years—To Mr. Hill, for 
Blossom,’ $20; to the same, 2d best, for ‘‘Cinder- 
ella,” $10. Heifers under 1 year old—To Mr. 
Hill, for ‘‘Cherry,’’ $10. 
Respectfully reported, J. W. Warez, 
James Muturxi, 


H. J. SrranpBere. 


Devons. 


The Committee on Devon Cattle, beg leave to 
make the following report :— 

Devon Bulls over 3 years.—The Ist premium to S. 
& L. Hurlbut, for ‘*Roscius ;”’ 2d do. to R. Gover, 
for ‘‘General.’’ 

Devon Bulls between 2 and 3 years.—First premium 
to Oden Bowie, for ‘‘Montezuma ;” 2d premium to 
S. T. C. Brown, for ‘‘Carroll Eclipse.” 

- Devon Bulls between 1 and 2 years.—First premium 
to George Austin, for ‘“‘Mars;” 2d do. to Oden 
Bowie, for ‘‘Herndon.”’ 

Devon Bulls under 1 year.—Geo. Y. Worthington, 
for **Buck.” 

Devon Cows 3 years and over.—First premium to 
H. J. ong ey for ‘*Matilda ;’’ 2d do. toS.& L. 
Hurlbut, for ‘‘May Queen.’’ 

Devon Cows between 2 and 3 years.—First premium 
to Oden Bowie, for ‘‘Dewdrop;” 2d do. to S. & 
L. Hurlbut, for**Darling.”’ 

Devon ers between 1 and 2 years.—First pre- 
mium to,Oden Bowie, for “‘Sunshine;”’ 2d do. to S. 
T.C. Brown, for ‘*Lady.”’ 

Devon Heifer Galves.—R. Gover, for ‘‘Fanny.’’— 
The Committee recommend to the Executive Com- 
mittee, ‘‘Daisy,’? owned by H. J. Strandberg, and 
“«Blossom,’’ owned by S. T. C. Brown. 

Sam’L Surron, Joun WaAKELAND, 
L. Baier, Dr. Boric, 
Cox. Smiruson. 
Ayrsuire ‘Carre. 

The Committee on Ayrshires would mention in 

high terms, the superiority of the stock which came 


under their view, and they have made the follow- | $2 
ing awards. The best bull 3 years and over, $50, 





to R. M’Henry, for ‘Chandler ;”’ 2d best do $25, to 
C. Ridgely, of Hampton, for “Buchanan.” No 
bulls offered between 2 and 3 years. Best bull be- 
tween 1 and 2 years $20, te J. C. Smith, for **Bru- 
tus;”’ no second in this class offered. Best bull un- 
der 1 year $10, R. M’Henry, for calf out of “Ef- 
fie’? Best cow 3 and over, 0, to R. M’Henry, for 
““Nannie”’; 2d begt $25, to R. M’Henry, for ‘‘Ma- 
ry, 2d Queen of Scotts.” Best cow between 2 and 
3 years $30, to C. Ridgely, of H., for **Cora;’ 2d 
best $15, to R. M’Henry, for ‘*Minuet.” Best 
heifer between 1 and 2 years $20, to C. Ridgely, of 
Hampton, for ‘‘Jenny;” 2d best between 1 and 2 
geo $10, to R. M’Henry, for ‘‘Sweet Briar.”’ Best 
eifer under 1 year, $10, to J. C. Smith. 

Wa. C. Witson, 

E. D. Lyon, 

Gerorce Forses. 


HEREForDs. 


The Committe on Hereford Cattle regret to 
state that there were but two of this valuable breed 
exhibited, both owned by John Merryman, Esq., of 
Baltimore Co. 

They have awarded the premium to his two year 
old bull, ‘*Catalpa,’’ also to his two year old heifer, 
“Lilac.” Ww. D.- Bows, Ch’m. 


ALDERNEYs. 


The Judges upon Alderney Cattle, herewith re- 
port,—that they have pocivemed their duty, and 
awarded premiums as follows, viz: 

For best bull 3 years of age, or upwards, to ‘*Pi- 
lot,” exhibited by Wm. C. Wilson, Baltimore Co., 
he for 2d best to “Midshipman,” exhibited by J. 

oward McHenry, Baltimore Co., $25. For best 
bull, between 1 and 2 years, to ‘*York,” exhibited 
by John Glenn, Baltimore Co., $30; 2d best to “‘Re- 
ward,’ exhibited by J. Howard McHenry, Balti- 
more Co., $15. For best bull calf to “Napoleon,” 
exhibited by John Glenn, Baltimore Co., $10.— 
For best cow, 3 years of age, or upwards, to 
“Asia 2d,” exhibited by J. Howard McHenry, Bal- 
timore Co., $50; for 2d best to ‘‘Lady,” exhibited 
by W. C. Wilson, Baltimore Co., $25. For best 
cow, or heifer, between 2 and 3 years, to cow 
“Duchess,” $30, exhibited by W. W. Glenn, Balti- 
more Co.; for 2d best to ‘*Pearl,” exhibited by J. 
Howard McHenry, Baltimore Co., $15. For best 
heifer between 1 and 2 years, to ‘*Empress,’’ ex- 
hibited by John Gtenn, Saltimore Co., ; for 2d 
best to **Yellow Mary;’’ exhibited by R. Gover, 
Harford Co., $10. For best heifer calf, to W. C. 
Wilson, Baltimore Co., $10. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted, 

Joun Merryman, 

Wit Tacart, 

Ricuarp Jouns, 

Cuartes F. Worruineron, 

Joun Fisner, M. D. 
Houstem Carrie. 

The Committee on Holsteins award the following 
premiums, viz: 

For the best bull, between 2 and 3 years old to 
Samuel Sutton, g30. For best cow 3 years of age 
and over, to Zenos Barnum, $50. For best heifer 
between 2 and 3 years, to Zenos Barnum, $30. For 
best heifer between 1}: and 2 years, Zenos Barnum, 


0. t 
A fine 3 years old Cow entered by Mr. Clement 
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Warns, would have been awarded a premium, ex- 
cept from the inability of the party to prove the ab- 
solute purity of her blood. We howevér, cheer- 
fully recommend that the Society shall award to 
her a discretionary premium. 
: os. Love, 
B. M. Bown ez, 
Witit1am GoLpsBorovuGa. 


Natives. anp GRADES. 


The Committee on Natives and Grades have the 
honor to report that, after careful examination, they 
have awarded the following premiums, viz: 

For best cow over 3 years, to ‘‘Beauty,’’ be- 
longing to Geo. Austin, of Baltimore Co., Ist pre- 
mium, $30. To ‘Lady Pierce,” belonging to Clem- 
ent Hill, of Prince Georze’s Co., 2d premium $15. 
For best cow between 2 and 3, to ‘*Annie,”? belong- 
ing to Clement Hill, of Prince George’s Co., Ist pre- 
mium, $20; to “Marion Day,’’ belonging to E. T. 
Elliott, of Baltimore Co., 2d premium, $10. For 
best heifer, between 1 and 2 years, to “‘Cowslip,”’ be- 
longing to R. McHenry, of Harford Co., Ist pre- 
mium, $15; to ‘‘Belle,’’ belonging to Jno, Merry- 
man, of Baltimore Co., 2d premium, $8. For -best 
heifer calf, premium of $10, to ‘‘Damsel,” belonging 
to A. S. Abell, of Baltimore Co. 

Respectfully, 
Joun Conrer, 
J. L. Apxins, 
Epwarp L. F. Harpcast.e. 


Mitcu Cows. 


The Committee on Milch Cows (being ten in 
number, and only two of which were able to meet, 
and they the undersigned,) found but one entry 
made for premium, and as those presented were 
not, according to the opinion of your Committee, 
proper specimens of great milking properties, (but 
superior Butter Cows)—and as they understand the 
premiums to be intended for extraordinary milkers 
only, together with the fact of being no competition, 
as well as part of the same animals having taken a 
premium for such properties as they so justly merit- 
ed—do respectfully decline making any award, and 
trust this judgment may meet with the approbation 
of the Society and owner of the stock entered. 

Rartepn Brent, 
R. H. Evans. 
Fat Cate. 

The Committee on Fat Cattle award to R. H. 
Dulaney, of Va., for best beef on the hoof, for his 
No. 1 Grade Durham, the first premium of $20; for 
his No. 2, $10; for his No. 3, $5. The Committee 
wouldérecommend a Discretionary premium to Mr. 
L. Williams, Hardy Co., Va., for his very fine 
stock of three head—one steer and two heifers—all 
calved by the same cow, at the same time. They 
are very fine, and deserve notice. 

Stiruiwe Tomas, 
Wa. Jessup, 


Joun Jones, 
Frank Hoover. 


ImporTED SHEEP. 


The Committee on Imported Sheep report, that 
the exhibition has been very gratifying, both as to 
number and quality, embracing some of the finest 
abe animals ever raised-in England, and calcu- 
ated to improve greatly our flocks, and indemnify 


their enterprising owners. Among these, they 





would call attention to the very fine Cotswold Buck 
of Col. Ware, of Clarke Co., Va., which took the 
2d prize at the Cattle Show in England, in 18—. 
Owing, however, to his great weight, one of his 
hind legs was much swollen and lame, which pre- 
vented his appearing in proper condition. Between 
this Buck and one of the same breed exhibited by 
Mr. Reybold, of Del., your Committee had great 
difficulty in determining which was the best, so 
much alike were the fine points in each; but after 
a most careful examination, they award the first 
prize to Mr. Reybold’s imported Cotswold Buck, 
and to Col. Ware’s Buck, ‘“‘Billy,’’ the 2d prize.— 
They award to Col. Ware’s two imported Ewes, 
the Ist and 2d prize, being as beautiful specim 

of this breed of sheep, as have ever been brought 
to any agricultural fair. 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of the Sou 
Down Buck and Ewes exhibited by Mr. Dulané 
of Loudon Co. Va. Each particular point so muc 
valued by breeders—smaliness of bone, large bris 
ket, rounded and well proportioned carcass, inc 
of fleece, seems to have been brought to perfection. 
To this Buck, and to the Ewe of the same breed, 
your Committee award the first premium. There 
were several beautiful specimens of the same stock 
exhibited by Mr. J. H. McHenry, and Mr. Earle, 
of Queen Anne’s; to the latter gentleman your 
Committee award the 2d premium for his beautiful 
Ewe—there being but slight difference betw 
this Ewe and one of Mr. McHenry’s. All of whic 
is respectfully submitted. Cuas. Carrow, 

Wu. D. Bowie, 
J. Murray. 


; 


Lone Woot SaHeer. 


We the Committee on long wool sheep, beg leave 
to make the following rep@tt: : 
That we award the first premium of $20, to Mr. 
Hy. Carroll, for the best buck, also the 2d premium 
to Mr. Carroll, of $10, for 2d best buek. The first, 
$20, to Mr. Ware, for the best pen of ewes; second 
premium of $10, to Mr. Reybold, for his pen of 
ewes. First premium $10, to Mr. Reybold, for his 
pen of ewe lambs. Samve. W. Worruineron, 
Josnua Bosiey, 
Epwin Scorr. 


Miwppte Woots. 


The Judges on Middle Wool Sheep beg leayé to 
make the following report :— ; 

They award the first premium of $20 to/R. H. 
Dulaney, of Va., for the best South Dowa Buck; 
the 2d premium of $10, to Oden Bowie, of Prince 
George’s Co., for 2d best. 

To R. H. Dulaney, of Va., for tle best pen of 
Ewes, not less than three, the Ist p‘emium of $20; 
to R. H. Dulaney, of Va., for thy 2d best pen o} 
Ewes, not less than three, the 2¢premium $10. 

HyNry Carrot, 
S T. C. Brown 
&, C. Tireum- 


Mrxep Wow SHeer. 


The Committee on Mix Wool Skeep award the 
first premium fora pen of Ew Lambs, to J. W. 
Ware, of Va., the second prepium to John Merry- 
man, of Baltimore county. ‘hey award the first 
premium fora pen of » to Oden Bowie, and 
the second to the sampSem/eman. 

-_ J. O, Wuarron, 
7 ®S. W. Dorterr. 
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Fat SuHeepr. 


To Wm. Reybold, for the best lot of Live Mutton, 
‘not less than three, $15; to Frederick S. Turner, 
for the 2d best do., $8. 

To Wm. Reybold, for the.best Slaughtered Mut- 
ton, $10; to Frederick S. Turner, for 2d best 
do., $5. J. M. Torner, 

Bryan Jackson, 
Martruew A. Morrar, 
Appointed in place of absent members. 


Swive—Larce Breen. 


The Committee on Swine, Large Breed, present 
the following report, viz: 

They award as follows: For the best boar over 
2 years old, the premium of $15, to Thomas Wood ; 
for the second best there was no animal over two 
years old. For the best boar between 1 and 2 years 

remium of $10, to Thomas Wood; the premium of 
ts, to Jas. T. Earle. For the best boar between 
six months and 1 year, a premium of $8 to G. Y. 
Worthington. For the best sow over 2 years old, 
the premium of $15, to C. Warns; for the second 
best none. For the best sow between 1 and 2 years, 
old, the premium of $10, to C. Warns; for the 
second best between 1 and 2 years, the premium of 
$5, to C. Warns. For the best sow between 6 
months and 1 year, the premium of $8 to T. Wood. 
For the best lot of Pigs, not less than five, under six 
months of age, the premium of $10, is awarded to 
G. W. Ashbridge. 

It is due to Mr. G. Y. Worthington, to state, that 
in all cases where his hogs offered for premiums, 
were considered, that he withdrew from the con- 
sultations of the Committee. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. oun S. Seriman, 

. W. Dorserrt, 
Geo. Y. Worruineron. 


Smart Breen. 

The Committee appointed to award premiums 
upon Small Breed, respectfully report, that after a 
thorough examination of the different lots which 
properly belong to the small class, we do unani- 
mously award the following premiums :— 

For the best Boar over 2 years, to R. Moore, of 
Baltimore city, the 1st premium of $15; for the 2d 
bext do., to J. H. McHenry, Baltimore Co., $8.— 
For the best Boar between 1 and 2 years, to J. C. 
Smits, of Baltimore Co., the 1st premium of $10.— 
For the best Sow over two years, to J. C. Smith, 
of Baltimore Co., for his Sow ‘‘Victoria,’’ the Ist 

remium of $15; 2d do. to same, for ‘*Virginia,’”’ 

For the best lot of Pigs under 6 months, to 

ohn Merrymai, of Baltimore Co., for his improved 

China Pigs, the Wemium of $10. And your Com- 

i er state, that there was quite a 

© Sow and Shogts, entered by mistake in the 

Jass, by Col.J. M. Turner, of Baltimore city, 

the rules of the Society, be- 

long under which circumstances 
‘we did no feel at lib 


Mid | ty to award a premium— 
which is respectfully submitted 


S. T. C. Brown, 
Bensamin Hickman, 
Geo. Y. Worruincron. 


Quicx Drart AvoSappie Honsms. 


The Committee on Fast Draft and Saddle Horses, 
report: * 





Stallions for Quick draft.—1st premium, for Mor- 
gan Black Hawk, to Jas. T. Earle, Queen Anne's 
Co.; 2d premium for Black Hawk, to Charles Car- 
roll, Howard Co. 

Stallions for Saddle.—1st premium for Archy Tom, 
to Geo. W. Pilson, Baltimore Co.; 2d premium for 
Buchanan, to S. T. Lea. 

Mares for quick draft.—1st premium for Lady Ta- 
cony, to A. H. Mann, Baltimore; 2d premium for 
Clio, to H. Carroll, Jr., Baltimore Co. 

Mares for Saddle.—1st premium for Belle, to A. C. 
Jett, Baltimore Co ; 2d do. for Rose, to S. T. Lea, 
Baltimore Co 

Horse Colts, 3 years old.—1st premium for Black 
Hawk, to J. N. Muir, Baltimore; 2d premium for 
Somerset Morgan, to Jno. S. Crockett. 

Horse Colts, 2 years old.—1st premium for Arrow, 
to Dr. J. H. Murray, West River; 2d premium for 
Josiah Lee, to J. E, Jones, Howard Co. 

Horse Colts.—Bay Morgan, to H. Carroll, Jr., 
Baltimore Co. 

Sucking Colts.—Frank Jones, to R. Norris, Jr. 
Baltimore city. 

Fillies, 3 years old.—1st premium for Lucie, to 
—— Hopkins, Easton, Md ; 2d premium for B. H. 
Fanney, to Thomas Hewlett, Easton, Md. 

Fillies, 2 years old.—1st premium for May, to Dr. 
J. M. Bosley, Baltimore Co.; 2d premium for Flora, 
to R. Johns, Baltimore Co. 

Fillies, one year old.—For Minrehaha to Lloyd 
Lowndes, Talbot Co. 

Sucking Fillies.—Premium to J. T. Nelson. 

Matched Horses.—I1st Premium to C. Ridgely, 
Baltimore Co.; 2d premium to Wm. McDonald, 
Baltimore Co., 3d premium to C. H. Linthicum, 
Baltimore Co. Wma. H. Frencu, U.S. A., Ch’a. 


Heavy Drartr Horses. 


We, the Committee, beg leave to make the 
following report:— 

The 1st premium to William Matthews’ heavy 
draft Stallion, ‘Chester Lion,’’ $50; 2d do. to Mr. 
Byerly’s heavy draft Stallion, ‘‘Norman Messen. 
ger,’ $25. The Ist premium to Edwin Scott, for 
his heavy draft Mare *‘Fanny,” $50; 2d premium 
to Edwin Scott, for his heavy draft Mare, ‘*Beck 
Valentine,’’ $25. First premium to Charles Carroll, 
Howard Co., for his three year old heavy draft 
Stallion, ‘*Morgan,”’ $30. First premium to T. S. 
Noble, for his two-year old heavy draft Stallion, 
“English Sampson,” $20. First premium to G. 
Scott, for best Horse Colt one year old, for heavy 
draft, 310. The first premium to John Merryman, 
Baltimore Co., for the best sucking Horse Colt, for 
heavy draft, $10. The first premium to E. Scott, 
for best Filly one year old, for heavy draft, $10. 
The first premium to Josiah Matthews, for best 
sucking Filly, for heavy draft, $10. The first pre- 
mium to William Matthews, Baltimore Co., for the 
best four horse team, $20. : 

Sami. W. Worruineron, 
Josuua Bostey, 
Jacos Rutiepes. 


Mutes ann Jacks. 3 


We award the 2d premium of $5, to G. W. Pill- 
son, of Baltimore Co., for his Jack ‘*Tom,” not 
considering him worthy of the first. To Page & 
Painter, of Washington, for best pair of Mules, $15. 
We found great difficulty in making our decision 
ow the two teams of Mules, both being very fine, 
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but consider Mr. Worthington’s as being Mules of 
more muscular power, combining great style; we 
therefore award to Mr. Worthington, of Baltimore 
Co., the first premium of $20. e would call the 
attention of the Executive Committee toa Mule 
exhibited by Mr. Bond, of Harford Co., as being 
worthy of a premium of $10, but not being in our 
wer to award it, we therefore lay it before the 
Sommittee. Respectfully, 
Henry Carrout, 
Epwin Scort, 
Josuua Bostey. 


Importep Horses anp Jacks. 

The Committee on Imported Horses respectfully 
report, that they have awarded the first premium for 
quick draft to’ Frank Pierce, entered by Mr. Cockey; 
and the 2d premium to Mr. Dulany’s horse Scriving- 
ton. The committee regret that no discrimination 
was allowed by the rules between quick draft and 
coach draft. They think that Mr. Eden’s horse, as 
a speedy horse, is superior to Mr. Dulany’s, but not 
at all his equal as a coach horse stallion. By the 
failure thus to discriminate the three classes, quick 
draft, coach draft, and heavy draft, they have been 
compelled to award the 2d premium to Mr. Dula- 
ney’s horse. They award the first premium for 
Heavy Draft to Col. Carroll’s horse Chartres, who 
had no competitor, but richly deserved the honor 
from every consideration of form and power. 

They award the Ist premium for Imported Mares 
for heavy draft, to J. H. McHenry’s mare Lilly, 
and the 2d premium to same owner’s mare, Snow- 
drop; they are both animals of great strength and 
power. They award the Ist premium to mares for 
quick draft, to Mr. Dulaney’s mare Empress. 

The committee recommend for the notice of the 
Executive Committee, the Arabian Mares of Mr. 


McDonald, which were exhibited, but not entered | P 


Wma. H. Norris, 
Cuaries Ripcety, 
Wn. A. Suzivan. 


for prizes. 


Trias or Speep—First Day. 


The Committee on Trials of Speed for Tuesday, 
award as follows:— 

For fastest Mare or Gelding, in harness, Ist pre- 
mium of $50 to J. M. Wilson, for ‘Little Bill;’ 2d 
— of $30, to Wm. McDonald, for **Buz ;” 

premium of $20, to John Hinesly, for ‘*Mary 
Wa. S. Wituiams, 
Ricwarp Jonns, 
J. R. Prater. 
Seconp Day. 

The Committee on Trotting or Racking Mares or 
Geldings, for saddle purposes, report as follows:— 

First premium of $50, to J. M. Wilson, for “Little 
Bill;” 2d do. of $30, to John Williams; 3d do. of 
$20, to E. T. Elliott. 


Dougiass.”’ 


Tuirp Day. 
The Committee on Trials of Speed for Thursday, 
report as follows:— 
or the best Trotting Stallion, in harness, Ist 
premium of »to J. M. Hamill; 2d do. of $30, 
toC. W. Cockey; 3d do. of $20, to S. Wickes. 





Fovatn Day. 
The Committee on Trials of Speed on Friday, 





For the best Saddle Stallions, Ist premium of $50, 
to J. M. Hamill, for ‘John Henry;”? 2d do. of $30, 
to John Keyser, for ‘*Ned;” 3d do. of $20, to J. 
Williams, for ‘‘Flying Morgan.” 

R. Gitmor, Dr. J. Il. Murray, 

J. Cuester, Jn., R. Rusu, 

J. Henpzrson. 
Best Rivers. : 

The Committee on Best Riders under fiftee 
years of age, on ponies or horses, report: 

That they award the premium for best rider, of 
$15, to S. Matthews, rider of the brown poney, 
“Tom Thumb;” 2d premium of $10, to W. G. rf 
Myers, riding small grey pony, ‘‘Jicata;” 3d pre- 
mium of $5, to Wm. Houseman, The Committee 
also award a re ny re rere of $5 to A. C. 
Schaeffer, for his display of determined horseman- 
ship, in contending with the obstinacy and vagaries 
of a cross-grained and excessively wilful brown stud 
pony, recorded under the name of ** Dandy,” a name 
appearing to the Committee to be badly chosen, in 
view of the remarkably rough and ungraceful per- 
sonal characteristics of the said Dandy. 

First premium to S. Matthews, aged 13 years, 
$15; 2d do. to G. W. H. Myers, aged 9 years, $10; 
3d do to W. Houseman, aged 11 years, $5. Discre- 
7 premium to A.C. Schaeffer, aged 12 yrs., 


Triat oF Strencta or Horses, Mores & Oxen. 
The Committee on Horses, Mules and Oxen, in 
the trial of comparative strength, award the pre- 
mium of $25 to William Matthews, for his pair of 
Horses. enable 
Triat or Streneta or Oxen—Thursday. 
We, the said Committee, make the following re- 
ort:— 
To J. C. Smith, the premium of $25, for the 
greatest strength of Oxen. 
Wu. Marrtuews, 
Cuarces Rincety, of Hampton. 
Wu. L. Fenpat.. 


Triat or Srrenctu or Mutes anv Jacks. 


We, the Committee on trial of strength of pairs 
of Mules, make the following report: that we award 
the premium of $25 to Samuel Worthington, of 
Baltimore Co. Henry Carroi, 

Epwin Scort, 
Jacos RutiLepee. 


Triat or Srrenets or Pairs or Horses. 


The Committee on Pairs of Horses for strength re- 
port, that they award the first premium of $25 to 
Wm. Matthews for his pair. Jacos Rutieper, 

C. Sutxiivan, 
B. M. Bowpte. 


Pov.itry AND oTHER Brrps. 


The Committee on Poultry and Birds, after a care- 
ful examination of the same, report the following 
awards, viz:— 

For the best collection exhibited on the ground to 
J. J. Bowers, $50; 2d. best do. to C. Warns, $25; 
3d. best do. to John W. Oler,@10. Forbest Poland 
fowls, to J. W. Oler, $5. For best pair Capons, 
to S. T. C. Brown, $5. For best improved Dork- 
ing fowls, toS. T. C. Brown, $5. For best and 





report as follows:— 





greatest variety of Turkeys, to S. T. C. Brown, $5. 
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or best collection of Bantum fowls, to E. T. Elliott, 

. Forone pair of Malay fowls, to E. T. Elliott, 

. For the largest collection of game fowls, to 
hos, Johnson, $5. For the best Cochin China 
wis, to Robt Trimble, ee. For best Chittagongs, 
to Robt. Trimble, $5. For best African Geese, to 
J. J. Bowers, $5. For best Game Cock, to J. J. 
Bowers, $5. For pair.of Golden Pheasants, to J. J. 
foyes f- For greatest variety of fowls and birds, 
to J. J. Bowers, $10. For 2 very large and supe- 
rior Geese, to R. M. Sumwalt, $5. For best Bre- 
men Geese, to Albertus T. Welch, $5. For great- 
est a tv of Puddle Ducks, to Albertus T. Welch, 
le prhest Japanese Bantums, to R. B. Clark, - 
‘or best Muscovy Ducks, to Mr. Holmes, $5. For 





large exhibition of a-variety of Pigeons, to John W. 
Oler, $5. i 
It is very difficult to discriminate amongst such a 
variety and large collection of Poultry and Birds, 
but the Committee have endeavored to act impar- 
tially, and have done the very best they could; all 

which is respectfully submitted, 
James Parrorr, } 
Georce Gate, | 
M. W. Gorpsporovey, | 
M. Barnron, } 
Tuomas Woop. 
Tosacco. 
The Committee on Tobacco award $15 to W. J. 
Kensley, of Frederick Co., Md.; $10 to C. & B. 
Davenport, of Ohio; $15 to Wm. Gray, of Calvert 
Co.; $10 to Wm. B. B. Cross, of Prince George’s 
Co. No competition for production of one acre. 
Frank Cooke, Chairman. 


Grain anp Root Crops. 


The committee beg leave to report as follows : 

For best Samples of Wheat, not less than one 
bushel—none offered. For best do. of Rye, $2.50, 
to S. T.C. Brown, Carroll Co. For best do. Egyp- 
tian Oats, $2,S. T.C. Brown. For best do. Bald 
Spring Barley, $2, Dr. S. P. Smith. For best do. 
Timothy, $2, to Thos. Wood, Chester Co. 

J. B. Ricaup, 
J. M. Jacoss. 
VEGETABLES. 

For choicest and largest assortment, to John 
Register, $30; for 2d best do., to John Q. Hewlett, 
#20: for 3d best do., to A. C. Schaeffer, $10. For 

t 12 long blood Beets, to John Q. Hewlett, $6. 
For best 12 Turnip Beets, to John Q. Hewlett, 

. For best 3 heads Cauliflower, to Mrs. Lloyd, 
$6. For best 3 heads Broccoli, to Mrs. Lloyd, $6. 

or best 3 heads Cabbage, to John Register, i ; 
For best 12 table Carrots, Mrs. Lioyd, $6. For 
best 12 table Parsnips, to John Q. Hewlett, $6. 
For best 6 Egg Plants, to John Q. Hewlett, $6. 
For best Peck Unions, to Mrs. Job Hays, $6. For 
best Peck Table Irish Potatoes, to A.C. Schaeffer, 
$6. For best Peck Sweet Potatoes, to R. C. Tilgh- 
man, $6. For best Peck Table Turnips, to John Q. 
Hewlett, For best 3 Pumpkins, to John Regis- 
ter, $6. For best 6 Winter Squashes, to John Reg- 
‘ister, $6. .For best Peck Tomatoes, to John Regis- 
ter, For best Sample Dried Beans, to John Q. 
Hewlett, $6. For best Sample Dried Peas, to John 
Q. Hewlett, $6. James B. Ricavup. 

Wu. S. Exuiotr, 
Franx Cooks. 





ImpLements—Crass No. 1. 


The Committee on Implements, No. 1, report— 
that in the discharge of their duty, they examined 
all the Implements coming properly under their no- 
tice, and regret the collection was not larger. 

The articles exhibited were good in quality ; but 
such only as are in general use, with few ex 
tions. rom the articles on exhibition they have 
selected as worthy of premiums, the annexed, as 
follows: 

For the best Plow for plowing in pea vines, &ce. 
to R. Sinclair &Co., $10. Best Plow for stoney 
land, to J. Kerns, for plow “Hopwood,’’ $10. For 
best Plow for heavy sod, to B. Kemp, $10. For 
best Gang Plow, to R. Sinclair & Co. P. For best 
Cultivator, to R. Sinclair & Co. $5. For best Corn 
Planter, to D. & H. Wolf, of Lebanon, Pa. $10.— 
For best Implement for laying off land ia squares, 
to R. Sinclair & Co., $10. For best Implement for 
preparing land for wheat, to R. Sinclair & Co. $15. 

All which is submitted, G. M. Expringg, 

J.Q. Hewrert, 
Epce T. Cor. 


ImpLeMENTS—C iass No. 2. 


We, the Committee, on Implements and Machi- 
re Class No. 2, respectfully report:— 
ubns & Haine’s Broad Casting and Drilling Ma- 
chine, with attachment for drilling and broadcastin 
grain and grass seeds—first premium to Haines 
ood, Wilmington, Dei. Broadcasting, with Gu- 
ano attachment, Bickford & Huffman, Premium 
No. 1. Sweep Horse Power—J. D. Linton, Pre- 
miumNo.1. Portable Railway Horse Power—W. 
W. Dingee, Premium No. 1.’ For Threshing, Sep- 
erating, and Cleaning grain—P. Gieser, Premium 
No. 1.. Threshing Machines—J. D. Linton, Pre- 
mium No, 1. Seperator or Straw Carrier—J. D. 
Linton, Premium No. 1. Ro. Kenty, 
S.G. Sparks, 
Dickinson GorsvcH. 


ImpLements—Ciass No. 3. 


The Committee on Agricultural Implements and 
Machinery—Class No. 3—after a careful examina- 
tion of the articles exhibited, beg leave to report 
as follows:— 

For the best Hay and Straw Cutter for horse 
power, they award the premium of $10 to R. Sin- 
clair, Jr, & Co. . For the best Hay and Straw Cut- 
ter for hand power, the premium of $5 to G. B. 
Griffin, of Harrisburg, Pa., for ‘*Cummings’ Patent.” 
For best Corn Sheller for Horse Power, the pre- 
mium of $10 to R. Sinclair, Jr. & Co., for “‘Read- 
ing’s Sheller and Cleaner.’’ For the best Sheller 
for hand power, the premium of $5 to R. Sinclair, 
Jr.,& Co. For best Corn and Cob Crusher, the 
premium of $10 to R. Sinclair, Jr. & Co., for 
‘‘Maynard’s Champion.” For best Pump for hand 
power, the premium of $10 to R. Sinclair, Jr. & 
Co. For best Root Cutter and Grubber, for new 
land, the premium of $10 to R. Sinclair, Jr. & Co. 
For best Grist Mill for farmer’s use, the premium 
of $25 to R. Sinclair, Jr. & Co., for their Mill, 
with ‘**Puainter’s Patent Feed.’? The Committee 
think highly of the principle of construction of a 
Mill exhibited by G. W. Page, but owing to its not 
being in operation, they cannot express a more 
definite opinion. J.L. Apgins, Chairman. 











- agricultural purposes, to Geo. Page & Co., Baltimore 
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Imptements—Ctass No. 4. 


The committee on Agricultural Implements, No. 
4, beg leave to report, as follows: 

For best Fanning Mill, 1st premium to J. Mont- 
gomery & Bro., $10. 

For the best Root and Vegetable Cutter, to R. 
Sinclair & Co., $5. For combined Drill Barrow, 
for root and other small crops, to R. Sinclair & Co. 
$5. For the best Thermometer Churn, to R. Sin- 
clair & Co. $5. For the best Seed Cleaning Screen 
to R. Sinclair & Co. $5. For the best Cider Mill 
and Press, to Sinclair & Co. $5. No Water Ram 
in operation, exhibited. For the best Draining 
Tile, to Linton, Rittenhouse & Co., $5. For best 
Improved Roller for pulverizing the ground, to Sin- 
clair & Co. $10. Rosert Dick. 

Sam’. P. Smita. 
Cuass No. 5. 

The Committee on Agricultural Implements, 
Class No. 5, beg leave to make the following re- 

rt:— 

PPR. Sinclair & Co. for Maynard’s Weeding and 
Pulverizing Cultivator, we recommend to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee for a discretionary premium. 

We also recommend for a discretionary premium 
a machine for cutting down Corn, &c., exhibited by 
the same gentlemen. Dickinson GorsucH, 

Wm. H. Jones, 
Josuua Hurcuins, 
Epwin Scorr. 


Crass No. 6. 

The Committee on Implements and Machinery, 
Class No. 6, beg leave to report, that. they have 
made the following awards :— 

To the best Portable Steam Engine, adapted 'to 


city, $100. For best Portable Saw Mill, to George 
Page & Co., Balt. city, $30. 

In submitting this report the Committee deem it 
proper to state, that although there were no other 
articles entered for the above premiums than those 
above mentioned, yet they regard them as superior 
of their kind, and deserving the patronage of the 
Society. 

The Steam Engine was of ten-horse power, having 
a fire surface of one hundred aud thirty square feet, 
weighing 7,500 lbs., and arranged for transportation 
on @ wagon, capable of being drawn by six horses. 
The price of the Engine, including wagon, &c., is 
$1,375. Consumption of wood, 3 cord per day, 
water, 3 hogsheads per 12 hours. It was attached 
to a portable Saw Mill of the third class, sawing 
logs of 18 inches in diameter, and performing the 
work to our entire satisfaction. 

The Engine combined the following advantages : 

The furnace is adapted to the use of wood, 8 feet 
in length. There are water chambers attached to 
the ordinary boiler, descending on each side of the 
furnace a distance of two feet, in which it is claimed 
that the deposit of sediment takes place, thus re- 
lieving the boiler from incrustation, and avoiding 
the tedious and expensive operation of cleaning a 
flue boiler, the sediment being easily removed 
from the chamber, and if not removed, being of no 
disadvantage. The escape of sparks is prevented by 
the circulation of the smoke through the flues of the 
boiler, and by the discharge of the exhaust steam 
into the smoke stack. A large portion of the ex- 
haust steam is condensed by passing through a cyl- 


escaping into the stack,—the water thus obtained 
being conveyed back into the tank, to be used again. 
The advantages are the heating of the water in the 
pipe acting as a condenser, and the re-use of the 
water in an already warm state. The fire is closed - 
by dampers at both ends of the furnace, acting as 
an air-tight, and retaining fire through the night; 
thus diminishing the consumption of fuel, keeping 
the Engine at a more equable temperature, and pre- 
venting freezing in the boiler. The Engine is kept 
in place by am locking the wheels. 
a 


The Circular Saw Mill is too well-known to re- 
quire description. 
Respectfully, &c. TENCcH TILGHMAN, 


Joun Henperson. 


The best Portable Steam Engine for agricultural 
purposes, entered by us for premium, is such as we 
manufacture and keep for sale, and not gotten up.for 
exhibition only. The price is $1,375. 
The third class Improved Portable Patent. Circu- 
lar Saw Mill entered by us for premium, is such as 
we manufacture and keep on sale, and was not got- 
ten upforexhibition only. The price of the Saw Mill 
with 48 inch. saw, 24 feet carriage, gearing, 1 doz. 
files, canthooks, wrench, punch and belting, together 
with packing, shipping, &c.} is $405. 

The Grist Mill which we have entered for premium, 
is a 22 inch French Burr Stone one—is such as we 
manufacture and keep on sale, and was not made 


specially for exhibition. 
Price—For Mill, - - - = $125 00 
Screen, Sifters and Boxes, 40 00 
Belting, - 9 ec 2 = 36:80 





$201 80 

The Sweep Horse Powers, which we have entered 
for premium, are such as we aperse 4 man 
and keep for sale, and were not made specially for 
exhibition. 

Prices or Horsz Powsrs.—No. 1, largest size, cal- 
culated for any number of horses from 4 to 12— 
Price $215. No. 2, second size, calculated for any 
number of horses up to 4—Price $125. No. 3, 
smallest size, calculated for 2 horses—Price $85. 

Very respectfully, «— Guo. Page & Co. 


MACHINES AND IMPLEMENTS. 


The undersigned, Committee on Agricult 
Machines and Implements not otherwise enu 
as shall be new, improved and valuable, respec: 
award the following premiums :— 

First Premium, to J. A. Weston & Co., of 
exhibitors of Ingersoll’s Hay Press, $20. A 
Hay Press exhibited by Bishop & Storm, ’ 
efficiently, but the disadvantages of great ‘we ana 
size and cost, did not appear sufficiently counter- — 
balanced by other merits, to warrant its recommen- 
dation to farmers for general use. 

Second Premium, to M. S. Kohle, of Rockbri 
Co., Va., for a Clover Seed Gatherer, with 
operation of which the Committee was much pleased 
so far as it could be judged of, without a practical 
test in the field, $20. The same exhibitor showed 
a model of a Dumping Scraper—not entered upon 
the book—but considered by the Committee to be: 
deserving of commendation and trial. 

There were many articles entered upon the book 
for inspection by this Committee, such as Four-horse 
Wagons, Carriages, Cement-Roofing, Brick Ma- 
chines, and Machines which either it did not consider 
new or improved, though meritorious in themselves, 





inder enclosing the water pipe, the remainder 
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or did not regard as within its jurisdiction. One 
article, a Lever Horse Power and Churn, exhibited 
oe L. Baringer, the Committee was unable to 
" J. Howarp McHenry, James N. Beacnam, 
Tuomas Owen FEnnegue. 


Dairy anp Honey. 


For best specimen of Fresh Butter, not less than 
5 Ibs. to Isaac Webster, Baltimore Co.; 2d best do. 
do. to Mrs. Sarah Haines, Balt. Co.; 3d best do. do. 
to John D. Ross, Chester Co., Pa. No butter ex- 
hibited had been made six months. The Committee 
recommend to Isaac Webster, Baltimore Co., a dis- 
cretionary premium for a Jar of Butter made 10th 
of May last. For best Cheese, not less than 25 lbs. 
to Miss Hanna M. Hays, Chester Co., Pa.; 2d best 
do. do. to Mrs. Job Hays, Chester 6o., Pa. For 
best Cream Cheese, not less than 5 Ibs. to Mrs. Mary 
Sutton, Baltimore Co. For best 10 Ibs. are in 
the comb, to Clement Warns, Howard Co.; 
Kimberly ruled out, having only 8 Ibs. or best 
Hive of Bees filled with preceed to Clement Warns, 
Howard Co. 

Faurr. 

For best Specimen, not less than 3, of Fall Eating 
Apples, lst premium, for the Rambo, to Mark 
Bottleson; 2d best specimen, not less than 3, of Fall 
Kating Apples, for the Smith’s Cider, to Mark Bot- 
tleson. For best specimen, not less than 3, of Winter 
Eating Apples, for the Newton Pippin, to Mark 
Bottleson; 2d best specimen, not less than 3, of 
Winter Eating Apples, for Hays’ Apples, to Mark 
Bottleson. For best specimen of Fall and Winter 
Cooking Apples, for the Roxbury Russett, to Mark 
Bottleson; 2d best specimen of Fall and Winter 
Cooking Apples, no name, large apple, to Mrs. 
Holmes. For best and greatest number of choice 
varieties of Apples grown by the exhibitor, to 
ry Bottleson; we recommend a second premium 

of $8 to Mrs. Hays. For best and greatest variety 
of ripe Peaches, for the Heath, to Mrs. Cunningham. 
For best specimen of Fall Eating Pears, not less 
than 3, no name, to James Hill, Boston. For best 
lot of Cooking Pears, not less than 3, for the V. 
of Winkfield, to S. Feast & Sons. For best and 
greatest number of choice varieties of Pears, 
grown by the same exhibitor, to Lloyd Rogers, 
with the thanks of the Committee. For best 
eb of Quinces, to Lloyd Rogers. For best 

Specimen, not less than 1 lb. of Eating Grapes, 
fon )) to Mr. Reed, gardener to Mrs. Ridgely of 
For best specimen of Eating Grapes not less 
than 1 Ib. (Open Air,) the Committee recommend 
an equal premium of $5 to Capt. Pracht and Mrs. 
Boston. J. Howarp McHeyry, 
Sam’ Wyman, 
Joun Gresow. 


Bacon Hams. 

For best Ham cured by exhibitor, to Mr. Thomas 
Lowe, $15; 2d best Ham cured by exhibitor, to J. 
H. McHenry, $10; 3d best Ham cured by exhibitor, 
to Wm. H. ” Marriott, Esq., $5; 4th best Ham cured 
by exhibitor, to Chas. Jessup, $2.50. 

Bsns. C. Howarp, 
Jno. C. Brung, 
J. B. Ricaup. 
Portraits oF ANIMALS. 
The undersigned, respectfully award the lst pre- 





mium of $25 for the portrait of Kate Clark, in oil, 
to Mrs. John Mann; there were no entries under the 
heads of “Portraits by Camera Obscura’”’ or ‘‘En- 
graved or Lithographed.’’ 

W. H. Emory, 

Open Bowiz, 

J. Howarp McHenry. 

HovssHoLD MANUFACTURES. 

For best Quilt, to Mrs. T. J. Welby, $5; 2d best 
Quilt, to Mrs. R. pen, Jr., $4. For best Coun- 
terpane, to Mrs. Geoghegan, $5; 2d best Counter- 
pane, to Mrs. John Smith, $3. For best Hearth 
Rug, to Miss Anna Byus, $4; 2d best Hearth Rug, 
to Miss M. A. Chase, $3. For best Home-ma ¢ 
Blankets, to Mrs. Job Hays, $5. For best Homie- 
made Carpet, to Mrs. Job Hays, $4. . For best made 
Shirt, to Miss V. A. Hunt, $5; 2d best made peagrne 
to Miss Maria Gill, $3. For best long yarn Hose, to 
Miss Cummings, $4; 2d best long yarn Hose, to Mrs. 
Jno. Smith, $2. For best coarse yarn Hose, to Mrs. 
Lambdin, $3; 2d best coarse yarn Hose, to Mrs. Job 
Hays, $2. For best Home-made Soap, to Mrs. R. 
C. J. Waters, $4; 2d best Home-made Soap, to Mrs. 
Jas. R. Brent, $3. For best Home-made Bread, to 
Mrs. Dr. J. H. Thomas, $3; 2d best Home-made 
Bread, to Mrs. Charity E. Cunningham, $2. For best 
Home-made Pound Cake, to Mrs. C. Buchanan, < 
For best Home-made Sponge Cake, to Mrs. C. 
chanan, $3. For best specimen of Pickles, to No 
W. B. Duvall, $3. For best specimen of Preserves, 
to Mrs. Jas. R. Brent, $3. For best specimen of 
Fruit Jelly, to Mrs. W. H. Emory, $3. For best 
specimen of Embroidery, to Miss G. Nelson, $3. 
For best specimen of Worsted Work, to Miss M. 
Tubman, For best piece Crochet Work, to 
Mrs. Georgana Gherman, $5. For best piece Net 
Worsted Work, to Miss Nannie Duval, $5. 

DiscRSTIONARY PREMIUMS. 

For Quilt, to Miss M. A, Rowe, $3. Quilt, to Mrs. 
G. W. Bradford, $2. Quilt, to Mrs. Jackson, $2. 
Blanket, to Mrs. Seymour, $2. Shirt, to Mrs. J, 
Ridgeey, $2. Stockings, to Mrs. Thos. Hooper, $2. 
Stockings, to Mrs. Job. Hays, $2. Bread, to Miss 
Mary Hooper, $2 for Biscuit. ’Bread, to Mrs. M. H. 
Aisquith, $2 for Biscuit. Bread, to Mrs. L. Wel- 
more, $2 for Biscuit. Sponge "Cakes, to Miss E. 
Baker, $2. Jelly Cakes, to Miss E. Baker, $2. 
Jelly Cakes, to J. T. Philips, $2. Sponge Cakes, 
Mrs. W. H. Emory, $2. Pound Cakes, to Miss 
Mittie Schleigh, $2. Pound Cakes, Mr. Gilmour, 
$3. Pound Cakes, to Mrs. Job Sa $3. Sponge 
Cakes, to Mrs. John Smith, $2. Preserves and 
Jellies, to Mrs. Samuel Carr, $3. For a fine aerley 
of Pickles, Jellies and Preserves, to Mrs. W 
Emory, $3. Preserves, Peaches, to Mrs. eich 
$2. Wines, to Mrs. Sam’! Carr, $2. Pickles, to 
Mrs. Yearley, $2. Pickled Cabbage, to Mrs. W. H. 
Emory, $2. Brandied Peaches, to Miss T. Hooper, 

Brandied Peaches, to Miss A. A. M. Golds- 

ro, $2. Preserves, to Mrs. Job Hays, i? for fine 
display. Preserved Citron, to Mrs, W. H, Emory, 
2. Pickles, to Mrs. Mary Sutton, $2. Starch, to 
rs. Lewis, $2. Fancy Work in Frame, to Miss 
Lizzie Feast, $3. Worsted Jacket, to Miss Bassford, 
fo rochet,) $2. Net Worsted Shawl, to Miss Fannie 

uvall, nde” Worsted Framed Pictures, to Mrs. H. 
C. Childs, $2. Worsted Porte-Folio, to Sophia 
Lecompte, $2. Chenille Porte-Folio, to Miss M. A. 
Duke, Bead Mat, to Miss A. M. E. Duke, $2. 
Lot of be to Mrs. Lewis, $2. Worsted Mat, to 
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Miss L. Golder, $2. Tidy, to Miss Maggie Bowie, $2. 
For Embroidered Dress, to Mrs. P. R. Fendall, $2. 
For Crochet Work, to Miss Alice Fendall, $2. 
On behalf of Committee consisting of 
Mrs. Jonn Rivcety of Hampton, 
Mrs. Dr. S. P. Surra, 
Mrs. JNo. MERRYMAN, 
Joun Murrymay. 
FiLoweas. 
For the greatest and best variety, to John Feast, 
$25; 2d do. do. te Capt. Pracht, $15; 3d do. do. to 
ames Pentland, $10. James Pentland, for Floral 
Ornament, $10. Captain Pracht, for Dahlias, $3. 
James Pentland, for Cut Flowers, $5. Lizzie Feast, 
for Basket Flowers, $3. Miss Baker, for Basket 
Flowers, $2. Mrs. Feast, for Pyramid Flowers, $2. 
Linnaen Feast, for Dahlias, $2. Mr. Kurtz, for 
Dahlias, $2. Mrs. Dr. Thompson, for Dahlias, $2. 
Mrs. Bayly, of Va. Flowers, $2. 
Euiza E. Ringety, 
Anniz C. Tomas, 
Everne Post. 


Cainese Socar Cane Syrup. 


The committee on Chinese Sagar Cane Syrup, 
appointed by the President, beg leave to report, 
they examined the three specimens presented by 
G. T. Wroth, Chestertown, Kent Co., Md., and a 
sample produced by S. H. Miller,—they were all 
fine specimens, and the exhibitors deserve great 
credit. They award a premium for the article ex- 
hibited by G. T. Wroth, $5. 

All which is submitted, Samu P. Sours. 

S. H. Dorserr. 





SURFACE MANUBING, &c. 
Mr. Editor :-— 

Dean Orn. Tv GUgree Ur VoTer ares ose ested 
in admitting the article over the signature of ‘A 
Virginia Farmer,’’ is certainly far more creditable 
to yourself than its sentiments are to the author. 
I (as a Virginia Farmer) hope to see no such ar- 
ticle come from one bearing that title again. It 
is difficult to understand how one could super-in- 
duce upon himself such a degree of mental stag- 
nation as is evinced by the writer of the article in 

uestion. He, it seems, thinks with Dr. Baldwin 
that ‘‘education, learning or science,”’ do not en- 
ter into the elements of success in the vocation 
of the Farmer; and without reserve, avows his 
disbelief in any ‘‘practical benefit resulting from ag- 
ricultural chemistry, the agricultural chemist, or 
ricultural science whatever.’’ Are not such 
views, Mr. Editor, almost sufficient to nauseate 
the soul of an inquisitor general? 

But this devotee of ‘shade alone,’’ pursues furth- 
er his umbrageous course of remark, and coolly in- 
forms us that ‘‘some of the best minds have labored 


in vain, as the constant silencing of their theories | 


have evinced.’’ In regard to the discouraging re- 
sults of the labor of ‘‘some of the best minds,’’ I 
will take the liberty of calling his attention to 
Prof. Liebig’s review of Mr. Lawes’ work, 
designed to refute the views set forth in the works 
of. Liebig on agricultural chemistry. Mr. Lawes 
in this work presents a series of experiments, 
(made in England) which he. vainly imagined 
thoroughly subverted Liebig’s ‘mineral theory;”’ 
but much to his mortification, no doubt, Liebig 
in his review, shows conclusively, that this series 
of experiments served only to establish the truth 





of his viewsimpregnably. It isa pity, Mr. Editor, 
that these anti-scientific ‘shade alone’’ advocates, 
do not inform themselves a little better what 
science does teach in relation to the subject of ag- 
riculture, before they attempt to lay down limits 
to its application. They have also been disposed 
to scoff the ‘‘mineral theory” of Liebig when they 
do not so much as know what it really is. So 
long as the mineral kingdom is the basis of the 
vegetable kingdom, just so long will Liebig’s - 
mineral theory endure and defy the tests of any or- 
deal his gainsayer may invent. When his objectors 
can show that wheat can be produced on land 
which does not contain the mineral constituents 
of the blood of animals [which are identically those 
of its own constitution] then they will have the 
credit of producing the first and only shock that 
that theory has ever yet received; and it will then — 
devolve on the endorsers of that theory, to clear 
up the difficulty, or abandon the theory, as un- 
sound and untenable. As respects the ‘‘practical 
benefit accruing from agricultural chemistry, the 
agricultural chemist or agricultural science” to 
the farmer; let the certificates of the manufacturers 
of fertilizers determine. It is, Iconceive, of some 
practical use to know the different results we ma 
expect from an application of bones treated wi 
dilute sulphuric acid and bones not so treated. 
It is of some use to the wheat grower or farmer, 
we think too, to know why Colombian Guano 
would be preferable to ground bones, and to be 
made acquainted with the difference of their chemi- 
cal constitutions. It would be of some use to 
know why some lands produce far more, when a 
certain fertilizer is applied than when another, 
differing in its elements of fertilization is used.— 


| For example, why land which has been cultivated 


with tobacco, would show heavier results from an 


plication of Peruvian Guano? all these secrets the 


armer may arrive at through the instrumentality 
of the *‘agricultural chemist, agricultural chemis- 
try or agricultural science” as aught, not only oy 
the “shade alone” advocates (for they eschew a 
science) but as_ taught by that great master in 
scientific agriculture, Liebig. One word now in 
regard to "Dr. Baldwin’s theory of ‘‘shade alone.” 
Its advocates say we have only to place boards or 
straw upon land and the shade thus produced will 
have all the effect that stable manure would. 
Why then, I ask, do not those spots exhibit such 
results where shocks of corn fodder have been per- 
mitted to remain and go to decay?. Those spots 
show from the rank growth of weeds, that an effect 
has been produced, but this effect is merely of a 
transitory nature; a year or two after (especial 
if the land has been in the meantime cultivated,) 
you will not be able to point out where those spots 
are, or, if they can be seen, the improvement is 
nothing like what would have resulted from an ap- 
plication of horse stable manure—so too with the 
spot covered with boards, the improvement is alto- 
gether of a temporary character, since there is not 
in this case any effect resulting from the decom- 
position of vegetable matter, therefore these spots 
after being exposed to the heat and light of the sun 
and the moisture, &c., are driven off, we find that 
there has been no real permanent improvement at 
all, say after the lapse of a year. e earth was 
not made out of nothing as some books teach; 
neither is poor land made rich out of “shade 
alone.” As to Dr. Baldwin claiming the credit of 
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or did not regard as within its jurisdiction. One 
, a Lever Horse Power and Churn, exhibited 


| 


mium of $25 for the portrait of Kate Clark, in oil, 
to Mrs. John Mann; there were no entries under 


. L. Baringer, the Committee was unable to | heads of “Portraits by Camera Obscura” or ‘‘En- 


J. Howarp McHenry, James N. Beacnam, 
Tuomas Hu, Owegn FEenneguu. 


Dairy anp Honey. 


For best specimen of Fresh Butter, not less than 
5 Ibs. to Isaac Webster, Baltimore Co.; 2d best do. 
do. to Mrs. Sarah Haines, Balt. Co.; 3d best do. do. 
to John D. Ross, Chester Co., Pa. No butter ex- 
hibited had been made six months. The Committee 
recommend to Isaac Webster, Baltimore Co., a dis- 
cretionary premium for a Jar of Butter made 10th 
of May last. For best Cheese, not less than 25 lbs. 
to Miss Hanna M. Hays, Chester Co., Pa.; 2d best 
do. do. to Mrs. Job Hays, Chester Co., Pa. For 
best Cream Cheese, not less than 5 lbs. to Mrs. Mary 
Sutton, Baltimore Co. For best 10 lbs. Honey in 
the comb, to Clement Warns, Howard Co.; W. H. 
Kimberly ruled out, having only 8 Ibs. For best 
Hive of Bees filled with Honey, to Clement Warns, 
Howard Co. aa 

Fruir. 

For best Specimen, not less than 3, of Fall Eating 
Apples, lst premium, for the Rambo, to Mark 
Bottleson; 2d best specimen, not less than 3, of Fall 
Eating Apples, for the Smith’s Cider, to Mark Bot- 
tleson. For best specimen, not less than 3, of Winter 
Eating Apples, for the Newton Pippin, to Mark 
Bottleson; 2d best specimen, not less than 3, of 
Winter Eating Apples, for Hays’ Apples, to Mark 
Bottleson. For best specimen of Fall and Winter 
Cooking Apples, for the Roxbury Russett, to Mark 
Bottleson; 2d best specimen of Fall and Winter 


Cooking Apples, no name, large apple, to Mrs. 
Holmes. For best and greatest number of choice 
varieties of Apples grown by the exhibitor, to 
Mark Bottleson; we recommend a second premium 


of $8 to Mrs. Hays. For best and greatest variety 
of ripe Peaches, for the Heath, to Mrs. Cunningham. 
For best specimen of Fall Eating Pears, not less 
than 3, no name, to James Hill, Boston. For best 
lot of Cooking Pears, not less than 3, for the V. 
of Winkfield, to S. Feast & Sons. For best and 
greatest number of choice varieties of Pears, 
grown by the same exhibitor, to Lloyd Rogers, 
with the thanks of the Committee. For best 
peck of Quinces, to Lloyd Rogers. For best 
specimen, not less than 1 lb. of Eating Grapes, 
{Glew ) to Mr. Reed, gardener to Mrs. Ridgely of 
.. For best specimen of Eating Grapes not less 
than 1 1b. (Open Air,) the Committee recommend 
an equal premium of $5 to Capt. Pracht and Mrs. 
Boston. J. Howarp McHeyry, 
Sam’. Wyman, 
Joun Greson. 


Bacon Hams. 

For best Ham cured by exhibitor, to Mr. Thomas 
Lowe, $15; 2d best Ham cured by exhibitor, to J. 
H. McHenry, $10; 3d best Ham cured by exhibitor, 
to Wm. H. Marriott, Esq., $5; 4th best Ham cured 
by exhibitor, to Chas. Jessup, $2.50. 

Beng. C. Howarp, 
Jxo. C. Brune, 
J. B. Ricaup. 
PorTRAITS oF ANIMALS. 
The undersigned, respectfully award the Ist pre- 





graved or Lithographed.’’ 
W. H. Emory, 
Open Bowiz, 
J. Howarp McHerry. 
HovussHoLD MANUFACTURES. 

For best Quilt, to Mrs. T. J. Welby, $5; 2d best 
Quilt, to Mrs. R. Brown, Jr., $4. For best. Coun- 
terpane, to Mrs. Geoghegan, $5; 2d best Counter- 
pane, to Mrs. John Smith, $3. For best Hearth 
Rug, to Miss Anna Byus, $4; 2d best Hearth Rug, 
to Miss M. A. Chase, $3. For best Home-made 
Blankets, to Mrs. Job Hays, $5. For best Home- 
made Carpet, to Mrs. Job Hays, $4. . For best made 
Shirt, to Miss V. A. Hunt, $5; 2d best made Shirt, 
to Miss Maria Gill, $3. For best long yarn Hose, to 
Miss Cummings, $4; 2d best long yarn Hose, to Mrs. 
Jno. Smith, $2. For best coarse yarn Hose, to Mrs. 
Lambdin, $3; 2d best coarse yarn Hose, to Mrs. Job 
Hays, $2. For best Home-made Soap, to Mrs. R. 
C. J. Waters, $4; 2d best Home-made Soap, to Mrs. 
Jas. R. Brent, $3. For best Home-made Bread, to 
Mrs. Dr. J. H. Thomas, $3; 2d best Home-made 
Bread, to Mrs. Charity E. Cunningham, $2. For best 
Home-made Pound Cake, to Mrs. C. Buchanan, $3. 
For best Home-made Sponge Cake, to Mrs. C. Bu- 
chanan, $3. For best specimen of Pickles, to Mrs. 
W. B. Duvall, $3. For best specimen of Preserves, 
to Mrs. Jas. R. Brent, $3. For best specimen of 
Fruit Jelly, to Mrs. W. H. Emory, $3. For best 
specimen of Embroidery, to Miss G. Nelson, $3. 
For best specimen of Worsted Work, to Miss M. 
Tubman, $3 For best piece Crochet Work, to 
Mrs. Georgana Gherman, $5. For best piece Net 
Worsted Work, to Miss Nannie Duval, $5. 

DiscrsTIONARY PREMIUMS. 

For Quilt, to Miss M. A. Rowe, $3. Quilt, to Mrs. 
G. W. Bradford, $2. Quilt, to Mrs. Jackson, $2. 
Blanket, to Mrs. Seymour, $2. Shirt, to Mrs. J. 
Ridgeey, $2. Stockings, to Mrs. Thos. Hooper, $2. 
Stockings, to Mrs. Job. Hays, $2. Bread, to Miss 
Mary Hooper, $2 for Biscuit. Bread, to Mrs. M. H. 
Aisquith, $2 for Biscuit. Bread, to Mrs. L. Wel- 
more, $2 for Biscuit. Sponge Cakes, to Miss EK. 
Baker, $2. Jelly Cakes, to Miss E. Baker, $2. 
Jelly Cakes, to J. T. Philips, $2. Sponge Cakes, 
Mrs. W. H. Emory, $2. Pound Cakes, to Miss 
Mittie Schleigh, $2. Pound Cakes, Mr. Gilmour, 
$3. Pound Cakes, to Mrs, Job Hays, $3. Sponge 
Cakes, to Mrs. John Smith, $2. Preserves and 
Jellies, to Mrs. Samuel Carr, $3. For a fine dis 
of Pickles, Jellies and Preserves, to Mrs. W. H. 
Emory, $3. Preserves, Peaches, to Mrs. Sumwailt, 
$2. Wines, to Mrs. Sam’! Carr, Pickles, to 
Mrs, Yearley, $2. Pickled Cabbage, to Mrs. W. H. 
Emory, $2. Brandied Peaches, to Miss T. Hooper, 

Brandied Peaches, to Miss A. A. M. Golds- 

ro, $2. Preserves, to Mrs. Job Hays, $3 for fine 
display. Preserved Citron, to Mrs, W. H. Emory, 
2. Pickles, to Mrs. Mary Sutton, $2. Starch, to 
Mrs. Lewis, $2. Fancy Work in Frame, to Migs 
Lizzie Feast, $3. Worsted Jacket, to Miss Bassford, 
(Crochet, ) $2. _ Net Worsted Shawl, to Miss Fannie 
Duvall, $2. Worsted Framed Pictures, to Mrs. H. 
C. Childs, $2.. Worsted Porte-Folio, to Sophia 
Lecompte, $2. Chenille Porte-Folio, to Miss M. A. 
Duke, $2. Bead Mat, to Miss A. M. E. Duke, $2. 
Lot of Starch, to Mrs. Lewis, $2. Worsted Mat, to 
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Miss L. Golder, $2. Tidy, to Miss Maggie Bowie, o% 
For Embroidered Dress, to Mrs. P. R. Fendall, $2. 
For Crochet Work, to Miss Alice Fendall, $2. 
On behalf of Committee consisting of 
Mrs. Jonn Ripcaty of Hampton, 
Mrs. Dr. S. P. Sarra, 
Mrs. Jno. MERRYMAN, 
Joux Murray. 
FLowess. 
For the greatest and best variety, to John Feast, 
255 2d do. do. te Capt. Pracht, $15; 3d do. do. to 
ames Pentland, $10. James Pentland, for Floral 
Ornament, $10. Captain Pracht, for Dahlias, $3. 
James Pentland, for Cut Flowers, $5. Lizzie Feast, 
for Basket Flowers, $3. Miss Baker, for Basket 
Flowers, $2. Mrs. Feast, for Pyramid Flowers, $2. 
Linnaen Feast, for Dahlias, $2. Mr. Kurtz, for 
Dahlias, $2. Mrs. Dr. Thompson, for Dahlias, $2. 
Mrs. Bayly, of Va. Flowers, $2. 
Euiza BE. Riveery, 
Anyiz C. THomas, 
Eugene Posr. 


Caese Socar Cane Syrup. 


The committee on Chinese Sugar Cane Syrup, 
appointed by the President, beg leave to report, 
they examined the three specimens presented by 
G. T. Wroth, Chestertown, Kent Co., Md., and a 
sample produced by S. H. Miller,—they were all 
fine specimens, and the exhibitors deserve great 
credit. They award a premium for the article ex- 
hibited by G. T. Wroth, $5. 

All which is submitted, Samu P. Sours. 

; S. H. Dorserr. 





SURFACE MANUBING, &. =‘ 
Afr. Editdr :— 


Deax Sra: ifested 
in admitting the article over the signature of ‘‘A 
Virginia Farmer,”’ is certainly far more creditable 
to yourself than its sentiments are to the author. 
I (asa Virginia Farmer) hope to see no such ar- 
ticle come from one bearing that title again. It 
is difficult to understand how one could super-in- 
duce upon himself such a degree of mental stag- 
nation as is evinced by the writer of the article in 

uestion. He, it seems, thinks with Dr. Baldwin 
that ‘education, learning or science,’ do not en- 
ter into the elements of success in the vocation 
of the Farmer; and without reserve, ayows his 
disbelief in any ‘practical benefit resulting from ag- 
ricultural chemistry, the agricultural chemist, or 
icultural science whatever.’’ Are not such 
views, Mr. Editor, almost sufficient to nauseate 
the soul of an inquisitor general? 

But this devotee of “shade alone,” pursues furth- 
er his umbrageous course of remark, and coolly in- 
forms us that ‘‘some of the best minds have labored 
in vain, as the constant silencing of their theories 
have evinced.’’ In regard to the discouraging re- 
sults of the labor of ‘‘some of the best minds,” I 
will take the liberty of calling his attention to 
Prof. Liebig’s review of Mr. Lawes’ work, 
designed to refute the views set forth in the works 
of. Liebig on agricultural chemistry. Mr. Lawes 
in this work presents a series of experiments, 
(made in England) which he. vainly imagined 
thoroughly subverted Liebig’s ‘‘mineral theory;’’ 
but much to his mortification, no doubt, Liebig 
in his review, shows conclusively, that this series 
of experiments served only to establish the truth 


of his yiewsimpregnably. Itisa pity, Mr. Editor, 
that these anti-scientific ‘‘shade alone”’ advocates, 
do not inform themselves a little better what 
science does teach in relation to the subject of ag- 
riculture, before they attempt to lay down limits 
to its application. They have also been disposed 
toscoff the ‘‘mineral theory”? of Liebig when they 
do not so much as know what it really is. 
long as the mineral kingdom is the basis of the 
vegetable kingdom, just so long will Liebig’s - 
mineral theory endure and defy the tests of any or- 
deal his gainsayer may invent. When his objectors 
can show that wheat can be produced on land 
which does not contain the mineral! constituents 
of the blood of animals [which are identically those 
of its own constitution] then they will have the 
credit of producing the first and only shock that | 
that theory has ever yet received; and it will then 
devolve on the endorsers of that theory, to clear 
up the difficulty, or abandon the theory, as un- 
sound and untenable, As respects the ‘‘practical 
benefit accruing from agricultural chemistry, the 
agricultural chemist or agricultural science” to 
the farmer; let the certificates of the manufacturers 
of fertilizers determine. It is, Iconceive, of some 
practical use to know the different results we ma 
expect from an application of bones treated wi 
dilute sulphuric acid and bones not so treated. 
It is of some use to the wheat grower or farmer, 
we think too, to know why Colombian Guano 
would be preferable to ground bones, and to be 
made acquainted with the difference of their chemi- 
cal constitutions. It would be of some use to 
know why some lands produce far more, when a 
certain fertilizer is applied than when another, 
differing in its elements of fertilization is used.— 


| For. example, why land which has been cultivated 


results from an 


with tobacco, would show heavier : 
| 2pphteattomaf Colombian Guano than from an ap- 
ication of Peruvian Guano? all these secrets the 


armer may arrive at through the instrumentality 
of the *‘agricultural chemist, agricultural chemis- 
try or agricultural science”’ as taught, not only oy 
the ‘shade alone”’ advocates (for they eschew a 
science) but as taught by that great master in 
scientific agriculture, Liebig. One word now in 
regard to ‘Dr. Baldwin’s theory of *‘shade alone.” 
Its advocates say we have only to place boards or 
straw upon land and the shade thus produced will 
have all the effect that stable manure would. 
Why then, I ask, do not those spots exhibit such 
results where shocks of corn fodder have been per- 
mitted to remain and go to decay?, Those spots 
show from the rank growth of weeds, that an effect 
has been produced, but this effect is merely of a 
transitory nature; a year or two after (especial 
if the land has been in the meantime cultivated, 
you will not be able to point out where those spots 
are, or, if they can be seen, the improvement is 
nothing like what would have resulted from an ap-. 
plication of horse stable manure—so too with 
spot covered with boards, the improvement is alto- 
gether of a temporary character, since there is not 
in this case any effect resulting from the décom- 
position of vegetable matter, therefore these spots’ 
after being exposed to the heat and light of the sun 
and the moisture, &c., are driven off, we find that 
there has been no real permanent improvement at 
all, say after the lapse of a year. e earth was 
not made out of nothing as some books teach; 
neither is poor land. made rich out of ‘shade 





alone.” As to Dr. Baldwin claiming the credit of 
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the discovery of enriching land by the application 
of straw and manures to the surface, [ would ob- 
serve that Gurneyism was known before probably 
.the Dr. was-born, and others independently of Mr. 
Gurney knew and practised it before Dr. B. ever 
uttered a word upon the subject. Mr. Botts, edi- 
tor. of the Southern Planter, taught the doctrine 
of the superiority of surface manuring over plough- 
ing it under long before the Dr. broached the sub- 
ject; so this verifies what has been said of the Dr’s. 
hallucination concerning “‘shade,’’ namely ‘*what 
is useful as rds his doctrine of shade is not new, 
and what is new is absurd.” I hope, Mr. Editor, 
you will evince a little more moral courage than 
your predecessor did, and give no countenance to 
that which has no other basis than ‘‘shade alone.’’ 


**A Virginia Farmer or tue Liesia’s Scnoor.”’ 





AGRICULTURAL SHOWS. 
To the Editors of the American Farmer: 


GentTLemen:—At your request, I propose here- 
with to submit yf observations, made upon the 
wats and at the Horse Exhibition, at Springfield, 

the New York State Fair, at Buffalo. Having 
a leisure hour in Philadelphia, your correspondent 
visited the Agricultural Establishment of Messrs. 
Rogers and Boyer. These gentlemen were con- 
tributors to our State Show last year, and also ex- 
hibited a combined machine at the trial of Reap- 
ers and Mowers, at Chestertown, in July last.— 
They are manufacturers of Coleman’s Plantation 
Mill, which must be adurable machine, as upon ex- 
amining one that had ground six thousand bushels 
of Wheat and Corn, no apparent wear could be 
discovered. It is made of cast iron, and so ar- 
ranged that it crushes the grain, instead of cutting 


~ tt;-this seems to be the secret of its durability—it ] 


is. easily attached to any of the common horse 
 sausyiag and from the numerous certificates from 
armers,of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, grinds 
from four to twelve bushels per hour, the power 
being from one to four horses. Specimens of both 
Wheat Flour, and Corn Meal, were produced, the 
formera fair article,and the latterexcellent, These 
ntlemen also have anew Ox Yoke and Straw 
tter, which are to be upon exhibition, at our State 
Show on 20th Oct., inst. 
Arriving at Springfield, your correspondent 
found the Second National Horse exhibition in 
fs $s,.al Hampden Park, a beautiful tract of 
, containing about sixty acres, and only a few 
minutes walk from the centre of the city. The 
grand display of a cavalcade of all the Horses 
upon Exhibition was over; he however had an op- 
portunity of seeing and examining some very su- 
perior animals—he witnessed a trial of speed be- 
tween ‘‘Neal Dow’’ and *‘Columbus, Jr.,” the 
latter winning easily—his sire ‘‘Columbus’’ beat 
**Ethan Allen’’ at Boston, in 1855. ‘‘Columbus, 
Jr.,’’ is one of the most promising horses in the 
country. Among the Mares, with foals at their 





respondent to curtail his visit at Springfield, he 
cannot however close this notice of the Exhibi- 
tion without expressing his thanks, for the kind 
attentions bestowed upon him by George. Bliss, 
Esq., the President, and J..H. Demond, Esq, of 
the Committee, upon the Grounds. 

Leaving Springfield and arriving at Albany, on 
Friday 2d inst., your correspondent paid a visit at 
the office of the ‘‘Country Gentleman,’’ to the 
Messrs. Tuckers—he was kindly received by these 
gentlemen, but was disappointed in not finding 
there, the October No. of the ‘‘Farmer.”’ 

Upon Wednesday, 7th October, your correspon- 
dent visited the New York State Fair at Buffalo, 
where a most hearty welcome was extended him 
by our friend Secretary Johnson, who, immediate- 
ly called his services in requisition, by placing him 
at the head of the committee upon Daven ows. 

The display of Short Horn, Ayrshire, and Al- 
derney cattle was small, although superior,—De- 


-vons and Herefords were largely represented, em- 


bracing some of the finest stock your correspon- 
dent had everseen. He bestowed what time could 
be spared from his duties upon the ground to an 
examination of the Hereford department. The 
owners of this stock upon exhibition were, Eras- 
tus Corning, Jr., Esq., of Albany County, George 
Clark, Esq., of Otsego Co., M. C. Remington, Esq., 
of Sennette, Cayuga Co.,S. M. Ely, Esq., of Ripley, 
Chataugel Co.,and A. & H. Bowen, Jr., of Medina, 
Onuida Co. Two Heifers of two years old each, 
recently imported by Mr. Clark, were deservedly 
much admired. Time would not permit of a de- 
tailed examination of everything upon the Buffa- 
lo Show Grounds; it is however due to the Society 
to state that the Fair was in every, particular suc- 
pone and the arrangements all that could ~. de- 
sired. : b 





THE “MOON” THZORY=THE CROrD: 
OakLAND, NEAR Drespen Lawn, ot 
SerrembBer 24th, 1857. 

GENTLEMEN:—I am not one of those who be- 
lieve that_ vegetation both in the germ and in its 
aftergrowth is governed by the light and dark of 
the moon, but my object in addressing you at 
present is to ascertain what is ey considered 
the light and what the dark of the moon by those 
who are thus governed in their planting. It would 
seem that the mere statement of the question 
would suggest the answer, but I assure you there 
is a contrariety of opinion amongst us; some say- 
ing the dark means when the moon shines most 
at night, or full moon—others the reverse, that the 
dark is where there is no moon at night. Now 
my impression is that the whole theory is a hum- 
bug, and that more depends upon the preparation 
of the soil—the soil itself—and the cultivation. In- 
deed it would occur to me thatany one who would 
seriously think about the theory would at once 
conclude that it is almost impossible for the far- 
mers to ‘thit the moon” every time—for example, 


side, were Highland Maid, and Sontag; the latter ; take our last spring. Our corn, a great deal at least, 
is said to have beaten Flora Temple once, to| may have been planted in accordance with the 


wagon, , Flora and Lancet were also upon the 


See and attracted a crowd, although, under | 


ankets. A beautiful, and well matched team of 
six, belonging to Mr. Langley of New York, at- 
tracted much attention. The trials of speed were 


| theories precarious and uncertain. 


‘*moon theory;’’ but it did not ‘come up”’ in three, 
four and five weeks, and observation and experi- 
ence has already taught us that the irregularities 
and changes of our seasons can but make such 
Now if our 


upon.a well made track of half mile in cireumfer- | seasons were all alike and. we could tell recisely 
ence, railed in, outside of this was an open track | when we. plant corn, potatoes, &c., when they 


of one mile. Rain setting in, compelled your cor- | would germinate and spring 


from the soil; and 
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then grant that the moon does have some effect 
‘upon vegetation—it might then seem somewhat 
plausibte to be governed by light and dark nights; 
ut excuse me, I did not intend to enter into an 
Ament against the ‘‘moonities’’ and their theory. 
ile writing I may give you some information 
relative toourcrops. Surely a kind and beneficent 
Providence has abundantly blessed our Jand, and 
we may truly ‘‘live and feast upon the fatness 
thereof.’’ Our wheat was fine; oats very good, 
and I never saw such corn crops growing in this 
State as I have seen both in middle and west Ten- 
nessee; tobaeco is also heavy, and bids fair ‘to. be 
at least an average field, I was passing a tobacco 
field a day or two since and went in to measure 
some of the leaves, and found it so difficult to 
select an extra leaf that I measured several, and 
they were 46 inches long and 30 wide; can any 
eastern planter beat that? Money matters are 
somewhat stringent, though nothing of very serious 
import. 

ishing you a long life and happiness, I am, 

very respectfully, &c, 

A.rrRep GARDNER. 





THE “FARMER”—PRICE OF GRAIN—SUGAR 
CANE. 


Kincsron, Roane Co., East Tennessee, 
October Ist, 1857. 

Te the Editors of the American Farmer: 

GenrtLemen:—The American Farmer is highly 
appreciated by me; I have the two preceding 
years relied solely upon the information given in 
‘your valuable paper relative to the price that 
wheat would command, and kept back a-part of 
my wheat crop of ’55 and ’56 till February, at 
Which time I sold my wheat for a better price 
‘than any of my neighbor farmers who did not take 
the American Farmer, and in this way—indepen- 
‘dent of much other valuable information—it has 
been worth hundreds of dollars to me; I am still 
with confidence, relying upon the same source, in 
disposing of my present crop of wheat. 

e late continued drought, with severe frosts 
last night and the night before, will curtail our 
heretofore very promising corn and potato crops. 
Owing to the late spring these crops are later 
than usual, and are seriously injured. There is a 

deal of late corn, and as far as I can see and 


shear, the fodder on the late corn is killed, and 


the potato vines of all varieties are killed. The 
frost last night was very heavy, and north of this 
no doubt but great damage is done, especially to 
the tobacco crop. : Notwithstanding, we will have 
in. this. county considerable surplus of grain. The 
fruit crop is quite light. 

T had planted on my farm the 20th of May, three- 
fourths of an acre of sorgho sucre cane, the rows 
4 feet by 2}, and left from 4to 6 stalks in the bill; 


it ~ bap finely and made large stalks, some 11 feet 
high; 


and I believe double the quantity could have 


“been raised on the same lot of land. We pro- 


curéd a mill of cast-iron rollers, and use one mill 
for pressing, and press: 200 gallons a day; have 
made upwards of 100 gallons of excellent,syrup. 
One acre planted as above will make 150 gallons 
of syrup, and I have nodoubt double that quantity 
can be made from one acre; besides not less than 
20-bushels of seed or grain, and find’ my mules, 
horses, hogs and fowls are extremely fond of the 

in; there is also a good yield of excellent fod- 
f.: I believe every farmer will find it an impor- 





tant crop to raise, especially at this time when 
molasses and sugarare so high. Several hundred 
gallons of syrup will be made at my mill this sea- 
son, as the neighbors are bringing in their crops. 
It is supposed enough will be made in this county, 
this season, to supply the home:demand: [t w: 
pay to raise for provender alone. 

Respectfully, J. Y. SMITH. 


SYRUP FROM THE CHINESE SUGAR CANE. 
To the Editors of the American Farmer: 

Messrs. Enirors.— With my compliments, I 
to. send you a sample of Syrup, made from the Chi- 
nese Sugar Cane, it being a portion of six 
obtained from a moderate size cart load of stalks, 
after being topped and deprived of its blades. The 
juice was extracted by means ofa pair of small 
iron rollers, ‘about 8 inches in diameter, and 12 
inches long, slightly fluted and strongly bound to- 
gether. The mill was made about ten years ago by 
Mr. Owen Dorsey (the ingenious inventor of the 
Self-Raking Reaper) for a bone mill, and with 
slight alterations proves to be the very thing for ex- 
tracting the juice from the Sugar Cane, leaving the 
crushed cane when passed between the rollers two 
or three times, nearly as dry as a chip. ‘The juice 
(about 30 gallons,) from which this sample was 
made, ‘was then strained and boiled down in a large 
iron cauldron, with the addition only of about three 
pints of skimmed milk to clarify the syrup... ‘The 
canes had been cut about two. weeks before being 
crushed, which I think an advantage, the saccha- 
rine matter being sweeter, and equally if not more 
abundant. 

I am quite confident from the vigorous and luxu- 
riant.growth of the plant, the small piece of land 
from which this cane was grown, and its rich and 
abundant supply of saccharine matter, with the aid 
of a goop mill and simple cauldron, that every family 
in this latitude can easily supply its own consamp+ 
tion with a very tolerable substitute for West India 
Molasses. Doubtless with more experience the qual- 
ity can be improved. Ido not think the yield can be 
less than 100 gallons per acre, besides the séed and 
a considerable quantity of fodder, both of which are 
valuable. Truly yours, A. B. Davis. 


HARROWING WHEAT IN THE SPRING. 

To the Editors of the American Farmer: f 

GeEnTLEMEN :—I promised you in’ April); to 
write to you about the result of harrowing wheat 
in the spring. I find it pays well; it gives the 
wheat a good start, and the harrowed portion 
ripens as early as the unharrowed part, and has 
much heavier heads; if the state of the ground and 
the weather suits at thé time, the wheat ought to 
be harrowed—I shall always prefer doing it. 

Very respectfully, L. Gnrarvgs. 
Washington, D. C., Oct. 3, 1857. 











IrEM FOR THOSE HAYING THE WESTERN’ Fever. 
From the ‘‘Independent,”’ a newspaper printed at 
Sergeant’s Bluff, a small town on the Missouri 
river, in the Western part of Iowa, we find the 
following market quotations: Flour $12 and $13 
per bbl.; corn meal, $4.50 per sack; corn $2.25 
per bushel; hams, 22 cents. per lb.; bacon, 20 
cents; lard 25; butter 50 cents; eggs 50 fer iol “ag 
doz.; apples and peaches, dried, 25 cents p ‘3 
and other things id proportion. [With such pricés. 
in the, far West, how much of the produce of. ihe 
near West can be expected east of the mountains?} 
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amBaIcan FARBER, 


Baltimore, November 1, 1857. 
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ELECTION OF PRESIDENT OF THE MARYLAND 
STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

At the usual time of holding the Annual Election 
of officers of the State Agricultural Society, the 
President, Mr. McHenry, repeated the declara- 
tion he had previously made, that under no circum- 
stances would he consent to serve another year. 
His determination being well understood, while the 
form of a re-election was omitted, the Society fully 
recognized Mr. McHenry’s services during the past 
year, in the language of Genl. Tilghman’s com- 
prehensive resolution of thanks unanimously ten- 
dered him. 

The choice of the Society in filling the office was 
with’much unanimity directed to Mr. Joux Merrr- 
maw, of “Hayfields,’’ Baltimore County. Mr. Mer- 
ryman, tho’ a young man, has fairly worked his 
way to this distinction, by faithful and laborious 
service. Few: have shown deeper interest in the 
success of the Society, or done more to advance iis 
interests. He is thoreughly familiar with the de- 
tails of its business operations—understands its af- 
fairs, and with the most energetic and indefatiga- 
ble business habits, he is both willing and able to 
devote to his duties all the attention they may re- 
quire. In his election the Society has a sure guar- 
anty of its future prosperity. 





TENTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF THE MARY- 
LAND STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

The Tenth Annual Exhibition of the Maryland 
State Agricultural Society closed on Friday, 24th 
day of October. While this exhibition has not 
realized the anticipations based upon ‘the largely 
increased premium list, and the ample preparations 
made for it, it will be admitted, we think, to have 
been the best exhibition of stock we have ever yet 
had, taking into consideration their quality and 


‘numbers. The herds of noble Short Horns of Mr. 
Dulany and Mr. Hill—the beautiful Devons of Mr. 


Hurlburt of Connecticut, Mr. Bowie, Capt. Stran- 
burg, Mr. Brown, Mr. Worthington, and others ; 





the Alderneys of Mr. Wilson, Mr. J. H. McHenry 





and Mr. Glenn; the Ayrshiresof Mr. R. McHenry, 
the President of the Society; Mr. Ridgely of Hamp- 
ton, and’ Mr. Merryman; the Holsteins of Mr. 
Barnum; made a very superior exhibition of fine 
herds, representing the most valued breeds ; while 
many mixed herds and other fine animals besides, 
swelled the numbers of the well bred stock. 

The very fine teams of Oxen, made a feature of 
the exhibition which far excelled any thing of the 
sort heretofore witnessed in this State. The trials 
of strength excited much competition and interest. 
Mr. Dulany’s three mammoth Fat Oxen, weighing 
each 2400 Ibs., also attracted much notice. 

The Sheep pens, which were not so well filled as 
on some previous occasions, contained many animals 
of the highest quality—especially in the breeds of 
Cotswold and South Downs. We are as usual 
indebted to our neighbors of Virginia and Delaware, 
in this department particularly, as well as in that 
of Horses and Cattle,—Col. Ware’s and Mr. Rey- 
bold’s Cotswolds, an¢é Mr. Dulany’s South Downs 
taking prominent parts. 

The number of Swine on exhibition was smaller 
than usual, but there were a number of good pens 
representing the several favorite breeds of Chester, 
Berkshire, Suffolk and Essex. 

The show of Horses, if not the most valuable, 
was to the general spectator by far the most attrac- 
tive feature of the exhibition. Throughout the 
week the large number of elegant horses, and the 
animated trials of speed, won the admiration and 
attracted the attention of the great body of the 
visitors at the grounds. There are objections made 
to these trials of speed, which in the main, we think 
are of little force. It is a legitimate object of a 
Society like ours, to foster amd encourage the im- 
provement of this noble animal, and these exhibi- 
tions tend greatly to thatend. But the great inter- 
est excited by them tend naturally to their over- 
doing, and it struck us, we confess, as a fault of the 
arrangements, that the horse-track monopolised the 
best portions of the grounds, somewhat to the 
prejudice of the exhibition of implements and ma- 
chinery. A new feature upon the horse-track, and 
one to be commended we think, was the exhibition 
of boys on horseback. We wish heartily to see 
good saddle horses and good riders encouraged, 
and hope another year to have these entries much 
enlarged. Why may we not offer premiums too to 
encourage foot-racing, and other athletic sports 
among boys which promote physical development? 

Of the large-number of fine horses on exhibition, 
we will not undertake anenumeration. The Show 
was, in this feature a very gratifying one, and all 
that could be anticipated; and the very fine horse 
track gave a fair opportunity for their dispiay.— 
The beautiful Arabian Mares just imported by Mr. 
McDonald, were greatly admired. 





SO aa ee eee eran Be ae CRN Men = TAL Test > 





t 
f 
: 
1 





i 


1857.) 


THE AMERICAN FARMER. 








The Household Department was unussally full, 
and the display of the ladies’ handiwork was very 
fine; so also was the collection of Vegetables and 
Fruits and Flowers. The rooms have never before 
been so well filled with objects of interest. The 
change of rule admitting articles into this depart- 
ment free of charge, was fully justified. 

The show of Poultry and Birds was a very hand- 
some one, and interested the ladies and children 
especially. 

In the department of [mplements and Machinery, 
there was by no means so large a display as we 
have had, but nevertheless, there was a large num- 
ber on the ground, embracing all such a3 the agri- 
cultural community are most interested in. The 
competition is not abated between all the various 
patterns and improvements of such as are attracting 
the attention of the farmer. 

On the whole, we regret to say, that the very 
much enlarged rate of premiums involving conside- 
rable cost to the Society, has not answered the ex- 
pectation of making a great improvement in the 
Exhibition, and in this respect we are disappointed. 
Nor has this anticipated improvement had the effect 
of drawing together an unusually large number of 
people. There is therefore, a financial falling off, 
in which the Society-will suffer, after the fashion of 
the day, in common with other corporations having 
business engagements (o meet. It will be but tem- 
porary however, we think, and will not impede or 
interfere with its future usefulness. 

The list of premiums awarded, which we pub- 
lish, and the reports of committees, will give com- 
plete details of the doings of the Society during the 
Exhibition. We would be glad to be able to make 
amore extended note of various matters on the 
grounds, but the late period in the month, at which 
the Show closed, prevents our doing so for want of 
time and space. 





THE MOON. 


We agree essentially with our Tennessee cor- 
respondent in his views of the moon question. If 
the earth is all right, the ground thoroughly pre- 
pared, and in good order, &c., we do not consider 
it important to “‘hit the moon,’’ or even to consult 
her movements as to the right time of planting, 

_Our philosophy is in all things to learn as much as 
we can with any degree of certainty know, and 
to trust that as long as we do our part well all 
higher influences will favor us. The moon influ- 
ence is certainly not understood, nor is it likely to 
be as long as the man in the moon keeps himself 
at socool adistance.. Assoon as the Atlantic tele- 
graph is laid, there may be capitalists who will 
undertake a line to the moon, provided the banks 
discount freely. In this case if they succeed we 


may have more reliable advices for our friend. } 





In the mean while, the moon theory in some of its 
phases is so very generally believed in, that it 
would be hardly modest to reject it absolutely. 
The very term ‘‘lunatic’”’ derived from the latin 
name for moon, shows the general belief in its in- 
fluence upon those who are subject to mental aber- 
ration. The influence upon the tides is scarcely 
questioned we believe. The belief that animals, 
in bringing forth their young, are under such in- 
fluence, is very common, and that growing crops 
are affected by it has been commonly believed al- 
ways. It is very positively asserted and believed, 
that pork killed on the wrong time of the moon, 
that is, in the decrease, will ‘‘shrink in the pot.’’ 

As to the other point suggested by our corres- 
pondent, viz: what is ‘‘the dark’? of moon,”’ we are 
very certain he is right on that point. The ‘light 
of the moon’? is undoubtedly when it shines, and 
the ‘‘dark’’ when it does not shine; we have never 
heard this question made before. We know.that 
there are men who ‘‘love darkness rather than 
light,’’ and it seems there are still those who call 
‘‘darkness light and light darkness.’’ Let us stick 


to the right if it is a matter of moonshine. 





New Booxns.—We have received from the edi- 
tors of the Albany Cultivator, a copy of their “‘II- 
lustrated Annual Register,’’ No. 4, which is em- 
bellished with numerous engravings, of farm build- 
ings, implements, animals, &c., and edited by J. 
J. Thomas, Esq.—a most excellent little work, and 
well worth the price of it, (25 cts.) 

We have also received from E. C’ & J. Biddle, 
Esq., of Philadelphia, a copy of Alsop’s Surveying, 
just published, in which the theory and practice of 
Surveying are fully explained. The work also 
contains a short treatise on Logarithms, &c. The 
portion of the work on laying out and dividing 
land is very complete, and, so far a3 we can 
judge, the whole work is a valuable addition to 
what has been written heretofore upon the sub- 
jects treated on. 


Essay on Mixep Hussaypry.—Our State Society 
offered liberal premiums for Essays on several sub- 
jects. The only response was the Essay which will 
be found in this month’s Farmer, fram the pen of 
Patuxent Planter. It had no competition; the 
Judges appointed to examine Essays were not in at- 
tendance at the Show, and no opportunity was 
offered of substituting others in their place. We 
have taken on us the responsibility of publishing 
this, the only Essay received. The Executive Com- 
mittee which is to meet on the 17th inst., will pro- 
bably take some action in the matter. 








Erection or Trustees or Manrytanp Acricut- 
TturaL Co.ttece.—The stock holders of the Agri- 
cultural College will take notice that the election 
of Trustees is postponed until Tuesday the 17th day of 
November. It is importent to have the stock all vo- 
ted. 
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MANURING ON THE SURFACE. 

* Tn‘our April Number appeared an. editorial on 
thé subject of Surface Manuring, of which the 
Junior E4itor,'for reasons appended in a note, 
asstiméd the responsibility.. In the July Number 
‘was an editorial Review of the paper of Prof. 
Voelcker, to which allusion had been made, in 
which a different opinion was maintained, based 
upon the well known chemical theory as to the 
‘waste of ammonia by exposure to the atmosphere. 
The subject has attracted the attention of a num- 
ber of correspondents, and others with whom we 
have since conversed, and is of so much intrinsic 
importance, that we are not only justified in revert- 
‘Ing to it, but feel called on to do so. 

The Junior Editor, from all that has been said, 
doés not abate a jot or tittle of his convictions in 
favor of surface manuring,;but has them confirmed 
rather, by the strong testimony of practical men. 
Yetit is not so much for the purpose of pressing the 
‘adoption of his own opinions, as to lead practical 
men to observe, to think, to try for themselves, and 
to use their own judgments, untrammelled by pre- 
conceived prejudices, that he reverts to the subject. 
It is what he aims dt always—rather to lead his 
readers to think for themselves, than to think for 
them. And for this purpose he has on several oc- 
casions undertaken to disabuse them of fashion- 
able theories. He by no means agrees with ‘“‘A 
Virginia Farmer,” that chemical science has done 
nothing for agriculture: it has done something and 
is capable of a great deal more. He does think 
that considering how little it has thus far accom- 
plished, men of science impose their theories 
with a little too much of authority, and practical 
men accept them with a little too much submission. 
In the case under consideration, if he cannot lay 
this ghost of a theory whose innate qualities of 
vanishing into thin air disturbs, he thinks, too 
much the judgments of sober men, he will at least 
give a reason for the faith which teaches him to 
set it at nought. 

Nor does the writer claim. any credit for origi- 
nality, in advocating the method of manuring upon 
the surface. He knows that long ago it was ear- 
nestly advocated by Dr. Baldwin, perhaps by Mr. 
Edmund Ruffin and by others. Our friend Mr. 
Hewlett—who was schooled in farming by an old 
Quaker uncle, whom he considers an epitome of 
all the practical wisdom which the books’ have 
taught before or since his time, says it was a favor- 
ite maxim of his, that ‘‘no one should have a farm 
yard bigger than the body of his ox cart.” Surface 
manuring is no new idea; yet if our memory serves 


4 Re us, the practice is almost universally ignored by 
_. agricultural writers of the present day, as a method 


of manuring. It is acknowledged as a very good 
thing to preserve fayorite plants or newly set out 
trees from the effect of drought, but very little 
beyond this. ‘Those who imagine,” says the 





editor of the Working Farmer, “‘they find good 
results from spreading of manure on the surface, 
and leaving it for days, weeks or months before it 
is plowed under, mistake the action of the litter 
or longer portions of the manure as a mulch, for 
the action of the manure on the soil.”” We so far 
differ from this and kindred opinions on the subject, 
that we think manuring on the surface, for ninety- 
nine farmers in a hundred the best general method 
of application. We except all cases where the 
drill application of compost is found desirable, 
and garden and lot culture. Nor do we maintain 

that there is not a more perfect method of preserv- 
ing and preparing all the elements of the manure 
heap, by its careful husbandry under sheds, an 
occasional treatment with diluted sulphuric acid, 
or some other “fixer,’? a cistern to catch the 
drainings, and a pump to pump them back upon 
the heap, and patience and perseverance and con- 
stant watchfulness. A more perfect method still 
is that of Mr. Mechi, who applies his manure only 
in a liquid state, and for this purpose has his farm 
traversed with iron pipes, to convey the fluid to 
the different fields. He says it pays in England, 
and it may be so, though his neighbors doubt it 
very much. But on a Virginia farm, we think 
sensible men would account the Sheriff of London 
stark mad. We maintain that this mode of ma- 
nuring (viz: on the surface) is initself so little in- 
ferior to the most perfect methods, that taking 
into consideration the circumstances of our far- 
ming population, the extent of surface and high 
price of labour, the attention, and time and man- 
agement that the mass of farmers can give to this 
branch of their operations, it is for them the most 
economical and the best. It will pay better. 

We ask now the reader’s attention to the am- 
monia theory. That ammonia is the element of 
greatest value in stable manures, we do not ques- 
tion. That it is very volatile, flies off and escapes 
by exposure to the atmosphere, every body knows. 
Upon these principles is based the recommenda- 
tion to plough under immediately, manures which 
yield ammonia, that the earth may absorb and pre- 
serve it. Now let it be distinctly borne in mind, 
that fresh manure of any sort does not contain this 
volatile ammonia, but only nitrogen, which is not 
yolatile, out of which the ammonia is formed; and 
that ammonia is generated only as the nitrogen 
putrefies in the rotting manures. If the manure 
accumulates in the stable, the warmth and mois- 
ture of the daily additions soon bring on active 
fermentation, and the pungent ammonia which 
assails us, is the result of the putrefaction thus 
caused. Until this process of rotting commences, 
ammonia is not formed, and the manure not liable 
to waste, and it ceases to be generated when the 
rotting is checked. Now when we are ready to 
remove our manure heaps in the Spring, we find 
them usually rotting to some extent. Let us fol- 





a; a he a Cl Cle ht > Se oe ee eee 


Coal 


ee a 


we VlWw CU 


1857-] 


THE AMERICAN FARMER. 165 











low, and observe the whole process. It is taken 
up first, forkful by forkful, and pitched into the 
cart; the ammonia, of course, all the time seeking 
its freedom; it is hauled, reeking and smoking, a 
long’ distance, perhaps to the field; now it is 
dropped into small he&ps, where it remains a week 
or so, until you are ready to plough the land. If 
you are ready, or when you are ready, these heaps 
are carefully spread out on the ground, the more 
perfectly the better, and then ploughed under, not 
immediately, even under the most careful manage- 
ment, but as soon as it can be done—with a delay, 
ordinarily, of an average of some hours. Now, 
with all this necessary opening and forking, and 
tossing and spreading, our impression is, that the 
free ammonia is very much like the Frenchman’s 
flea, which, when he put his finger upon it, wasn’t 
there; the point of time when we are ready to lay 
hold of it, is just when we may as well save our- 
selves the trouble: it is not there. But let it be 
borne in mind, that the ammonia we have been 
dealing with, is that only which was generated in 
the rotting heap, before its removal. When the 
heap was opened to the air, the process of rotting 
ceased, and ammonia was no longer formed. Sup- 
posing, then, this free ammonia is pretty well 
gone, at any rate, we ha\e the remainder of the 
manure, with its unchanged nitrogen, (not ammo- 
nia) to deal with. Plough this under to the depth 
of eight inches, and for want of the proper tempe- 
rature to cause its putrefaction, it may remain un- 
changed and unavailable, until another ploughing 
shall bring it up again to the influence of heat and 
moisture, which will disengage the ammonia. It 
is a frequent experience, that we plough under 
deeply for a spring crop, fresh stable manure, and 
receive no benefit from it whatever, until it is 
brought up again to the surface, and the wheat 
crop following reaps the advantage. 

But suppose, instead of making a week or two 
weeks’: heavy labour of hauling out manure 
in the Spring, when the teams are at best not 
strong, and there is a press of hard work on hand, 
you get rid of this necessity of hauling out and 
ploughing under simultaneously; and hauling at 
your convenience, you throw the manure upon the 
surface of the grass field, what is the result? At 
the worst, as we have shown above, there is equal 
loss of the free ammonia, when the manure is 
ploughed under. In both cases, that is about all 
gone, before it can be with certainty taken pos- 
session of, by any process. The mass remaining 
on the surface, however, the work of putrefaction, 
which made the free ammonia, and which was 
stopped. by the opening and- exposure of the 
heaps, is now recommenced and very slowly 
carried on by the warmth and moisture at the sur- 
face. The ammonia thus formed is absorbed by 
the litter above it, and washed down by every 
shower into contact, and combines chemically 





with the humus at the surface, or with the soil 
itself. But bear in mind, that when these frequent 
removals are made, we never find the heaps in 
such a state of putrefaction as when we postpone 
to some one allotted time, and therefore never 
have so much free ammonia to deal with. Avery 
large proportion of the manure never begins to 
rot before it is removed. By this plan, moreover, 
we take favorable opportunities for hauling, and 
may carry out much of the manure in damp or 
moderately rainy weather, when the showers will 
wash the ready formed ammonia immediately into 
the soil. 

We have thus undertaken to show, that the 
practice of manuring on the surface is not incon- 
sistent with admitted chemical principles, when 
properly applied; and we submit th@gexplanation 
to the judgment of practical men, familiar with 
the processes of farm management. 

But suppose we have not satisfied the reader as 
to the ammonia theory, what then? Then we say,: 
if we can only retain the ammonia by the loss of a 
greater advantage let itgo. It is not ammonia we 
want, we wantcrops. But whatgreater advantage 
does the surface dressing give us? We answer : 
greater crops. How it is we do not know; it may 
be the countless organisms, microscopic and others, 
generated under this covering, as suggested 
by Mr. Clemson; it. may be Dr. Baldwin’s theory 
‘the residue of putrefaction.’’ For the great value 
of this method we rest upon the facts. We take 
the testimony of ‘A Va. Farmer,”’ of Dr. Baldwin, 
of Mr. Rouze, of Mr. Gilmer, of Mr. Calvert, of 
the great farmer of western New York, John 
Johnston, and of fifty others whom we might! enu- 
merate. With such testimony as to facts we can 
dispense with a theory. We ask to have it tried 
by those who are sceptical, and fairly tried with- 
out prejudice. We commend the judgment of an 
intelligent gentleman, who said to us, ‘I do not 
understand it; it seems to be all wrong, but if [had 
manure now (in October) I should spread it on my 
next year’s cultivation, and expect more crop, 


‘than if I postponed manuring till spring.’’ He 


recognized the common theory, but took the ad- 
vice of his own experience. 

A word to our friend ‘“‘A Virginia Farmer. ”— 
He sees how thoroughly the writer agrees with 
him as to the practice of surface manuring. Here- 
tofore in the numerous articles he has written on 
the subject of the clover and pea culture, he has 
attributed their good effect in a measure to the 
thorough shading of the surface. He has taken 
occasion moreover frequently to deprecate the au- 
thoritative manner in which scientific theories are 
urged before they have been sufficiently tested in 
practice. More than a year ago he expressed the 
views which he now maintains as to this ammonia 
theory. He has several times controverted some 


commonly received but erroneous theories as to 
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the action of lime. He undertook to show in the 
number for April how entirely soil analysis fails 
as a practical method of indicating defects in and 
applying amendments to the soil. But he by no 
means agrees with ‘“‘A Virginia Farmer’? in his es- 
timate of science and its application to practical 
agriculture. Supposing that it has thus far, ac- 
complished little or even nothing, (which he does 
not admit,) that is no argument against it. The 
subject is surrounded with peculiar difficulties 
which may not in a great measure be at once over- 
come. Men of practice must become familiar 
with the teachings of science and use them not so 
much for guidance as for correct observation. 
And men of science must make the field their 
laboratory, and becoming familiar with all the pro- 
cesses and p ices of the art, must learn the true 
application of the principles of science. Practice 
must become more scientific and science more 
practical, before we can hope for all the legitimate 
fruits of this union between the science and the 
artof agriculture. But that that good time is com- 
ing the writer faithfully hopes. In Germany and 
France and Great Britain and to some extent in 
this country, there are workers in this field who 
will not leave it fruitless. Let no word be said 
to discomfort or discourage them. 

But in the mean time we will not take every 
thing for science which claims to be so. We will 
take no Jack-O’-the-lantern for a true light; but 
waiting patiently for further developments, we 
will exercise a sound discretion. In doing so, if 
the writer’s advice be taken, the practical man will 
make it a cardinal principle in his managements 
to keep the surface covered. Whether with stable 
manure, or coarse litter, or clover, or pea vines, 
or with a thick set sod of grass, eover the surface. 


HOG FEEDING AND THE SWEET POTATO CUL- 
CULTURE IN N.C. 

Our North Carolina friends are not behind their 
neighbors of Virginia and Maryland in the article 
of good hams. We are indebted to one of them 
for the following information as to their peculiar 
method of fattening pork upon the field pea and 
the sweet potato. We regret to hear at the same 
time that this year a very severe drought extend- 
ing from the 20th of July to the 20th September, 
has shortened these crops very materially. 

The crop of sweet potatoes is planted alongside 
of the peas, and sucsessive portions are fenced off 
and consumed without waste upon the ground.— 
They turn their hogs upon the peas when suf- 
ficiently ripe, but only those which are to be fat- 
tened. It is dangerous to put stock hogs upon 
them, as they cause weakness of the loins, which 
is frequently fatal to them during the following 
season. There is r ore danger of this result on 
sandy than on other soils. We mentioned these 
facts in our last as stated by Mr. Ruffin, at a meet- 
ing of farmers in Virginia, and they are confirmed 





by several North Carolina farmers, whom we have 
talked with since. Some farmers commence feed- 
ing on the peas and potatoes at the same time— 
others feed a week or two on peas before they be- 
gin with the potatoes. They are fed in this way 
until towards Christmas, wh@n they are finished 
off for a week or two upon eorn. 

We are indebted to the same friend for the 
method of cultivating the sweet potato, a crop 
which he says well managed will yield three hun- 
dred bushels to the acre. 

Five bushels of small potatoes are required to 
ensure abundant plantings for anacre. These are 
bedded as early in the season as the weather will: 
permit, in the following manner. Raise the beds— 
which should be not over six feet in width—some 
inches—by throwing surface earth upon it, and 
mix in good compost of stable manure. Lay down 
the potatoes upon this bed, side by side, and close 
enough to touch, and cover them with three or 
four inches of compost, and several inches of earth 
upon that. In due time there will be abundant 
plantings. This method is considered much bet- 
ter than the old plan of planting pieces of the po- 
tato. 

When the plants are fit to be drawn out, the 
ground having been well prepared, is laid off in 
furrows three and @ half feet apart. Well made 
compost of stable manure, yard scrapings, &c., is 
thrown into the drill, and furrows thrown over it 
from each side, making a ridge, the top of which 
is then levelled off with the hoe. The holes in 
which the plants are to be inserted are made fif- 
teen inches apart; for this purpose a pointed stick 
is used, near the end of which through an auger 
hole a piece fifteen inches long is inserted at right 
angles, which answers the purpose both of regula- 
ting the depth of the hole to be made and of mark- 
ing by the impressivn of the cross-piece on the 
ground the distance of the next hole. A little 
practice renders a hand expert in thus marking 
the ground. The plants are dropped according to 
the marks, and another hand follows to plant 
them. The young plants are kept clear of grass 
by the hoe, and between the rows as soon as the 
grass starts, the bar side of the plough is run as 
near as possible, throwing the earth away from the 
ridge;in the next working it is thrown back, leav- 
ing the ridge about what it was in the beginning. 
During this working the vines are laid along the 
ridges by hand, to avoid their being covered, and 
returned after the work is done. It is important 
that grass be kept from about the plants by care- 
ful working during the early season of theirgrowth. 

When the crops is not consumed upon the 
ground, it is harvested by chopping the vine off at 
the surface with the hoe, and running the bar of 
the plough as near as it may be done without cut- 
ting or bruising them, on each side of the potatoes, 
when they may be easily drawn out. 
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They are preserved in cellars, or out of doors in 
kilns. The method of fixing them is to raise the 
ground a few inches, where they are to be placed, 
and cover with pine shatters to the depth of six 
inches or more. The potatoes are laid upon these 
and piled in the usual way, as many as fifty or six- 
ty bushels. These are then covered with a thick 
' covering of pine shatters, boards laid upon them, 
and earth to the depth of six inches, to be increased 
when cold weather comes on. 

We think the sweet potato crop should be cul- 
tivated to greater extent upon our Maryland and 
Virginia farms, especially when near to market. 
The best potatoes retail at this time in the Balti- 
more market for two dollars per bushel. And as 
food for stock, we do not consider sufficiently the 
importance of introducing crops capable of yield- 
ing so much more food per acre than our ordinary 
farm crops designed for that purpose. The raising 
of bacon for farm consumption, which many far- 
mers abandon on account of the cost and trouble, 
might be made profitable by a system of lot cul- 
ture, which would keep this stock within a limited 
range, and by making special provision for their 
early fattening, by the cultivation of a few acres 
of such crops as are adapted to the purpose. 





Svus-Soiu. Mars.—From the fellowing which we 
clip from the ‘‘Country Gentleman,” it will be 
seen that the French Government has employed a 
Mr. Duman, of Paris, to construct maps exhibi- 
ting the character of the sub-soil of the whole of 
France, to be accompanied with others of the 
geographical and geological features of the coun- 
try. Itis due toa citizen of Maryland, who for 
many years and entirely at-his own cost, has most 
industriously pursued the investigation of the 
qualities of the soil and sub-soil to claim for him 
the credit of a method to which the French govern- 
ment attaches so much importance. Professor 
Baer of Carroll Co., some fifteen years ago lec- 
tured before the Legislature of Maryland, with 
maps variously colored, to show the variations 
in the sub-soil, and has since been pursuing and 
perfecting his plans, and has now on hand a con- 
siderable collection of such maps handsomely ex- 
ecuted, and showing to the eye at a glance the 
character and variation of sub-soils, which have 
been the subjects of his investigations, as well as 
the remarkable effect upon the growth of plants 
of a sub-soil containing noxious elements underly- 
ing a genial surface soil. Professor Baer pur- 
sues the same method in teaching Chemistry, hay- 
ing large maps on which are displayed for instance 
the whole number of bases and acids, and the pro- 
portions in which they combine and their degrees 
of affinity indicated in such a way that the learner 
gets the lesson with remarkable facility. 


Sus-Som Maps.—We see it stated that Mr. Du- 
man of Paris, has recently constructed, by order of 





government, a map exhibiting the nature and 
character of the sub-soil for the whole of France. 
It is designed to be used with, and to accompany 
another map descriptive of the geographical and 
geological features of the surface. The one ex- 
hibits with the greatest accuracy, all information 
pertaining to the surface, while the other reveals 
what lies immediately below the surface, thus af- 
fording indications of great value to the agricul- 
turist, and to those searching for minerals or build- 
ing materials. Similar maps for this country 
would be of the greatest importance to all who are 
in any way connected with the soil. 





THE GUANO TRADE. 

From Hunt’s Merchants’ Magazine, the follow- 
ing information is taken on the subject of this im- 
portant trade—the amount of the different varieties 
now in use in the world, appears large, but is 
probably near the mark:— 

The important part which the guano trade is 

rforming in the commerce of the world, and its 
influence upon shipping interests, is but imper- 
fectly understood. Vessels carrying cargoes to 
our west Pacific coast, formerly were obliged to 
depend for return freights upon China and the 
East Indies alone. Now they are directed to the 
Chinchas, which furnish cargoes at high rates, for 
foreign and American vessels, to a very large 
extent. 

Nearly 400,000 tons of —_ are required for 
Great Britain and Ireland, and 250,000 tons for 
the United States. Every sea is explored to ob- 
tain this valuable fertilizer. 

The aggregate value of the different varieties 
now in use in the markets of the world cannot be 
less than $140,000,000 per arnum. To the Peru- 
vian government the revent'e derived from her 
guano trade exceeds the amount from all her other 
sources of income—her mines of gold and silver, 
agriculture, etc. 

This great trade is annually swelling into still 
greater magnitude, from the introduction of new 
varieties. The predominant ingredient of the 
Peruvian is ammonia, found almost exclusively in 
the rainless latitudes in which the Chincha Islands 
are located; while those in which the phosphates 
prevail, are largely deposited on islands on the 
eastern side of our continent, particularly on the 
Caribbean Sea, most of which are believed to be 
included in the contract of the Philadelphia Guano 
Company. A very extensive market exists in 
Europe and in this country for this article. . Far- 
mers have discovered what had clearly been de- 
monstrated by agricultural chemistry, that, with- 
out the application of the mineral salts found in 
these guanos, soils would soon become barren, 
and the presence of ammonia be of little avail. 
The impoverished lands on our southern seaboard 
are being resuscitated by its use. In England, 
where an article called phospho Peruvian, con- 
sisting of two-thirds of Colombian and one-third 
of Peruvian, is used with the most beneficial re- 
sults, a market is opening which it is difficult to 
supply. We have been shown letters addressed 
to the Philadelphia Guano Company, containing 
orders for 30,060 tons of this article. With but a 
small part of the deposits which the islands in- 
cluded in the contract of that company are reported 
to contain, and the very large demand from all 
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quarters for their article, that company have 
reason to congratulate themselves upon having in 
their possession an enterprise of vast extent and 
value. 

By late advices from Peru, it appears consider- 
able excitement exists amongst the guano char- 
terers, owing to a resolution passed by the con- 
vention of Peru, as follows:— 

Art. 1.—To ascertain whether guano has been 
sold at a less price than it could be obtained. 
Art. 2d. What are the causes of the depreciation 
in value of guano? Art. 3. If it is possible to 
obtain a greater price, and in what manner. Art. 
4th. If the guano charterers have strictly com- 
plied with the conditions of theii contracts. 

The Minister of Hacienda has issued the follow- 
ing order:— 

The National Convention, in compliance with 
the resolution passed this ~~ to adopt effective 
measures and carry out the above resolutions, as 
far as they affect the responsibility of the guano 
charterers, have named as inspectors Don Tomas 
Vivero to investigate the French charters and ac- 
counts; Don Manuel Basagoitia, the English and 
Continental charters, and Don Tontio Sanz, the 
American.”’ 

The houses of Gibbs & Co., Barreda & Brother, 
and Montane & Co.,. begin to feel alarmed at the 

roceedings of the Convention. The latter house 
as published to-day a lengthy protest against the 
resolutions. 

(Whilst freights have been going down, and are 
now at $18 to $20 per ton, the price of guano has 
been going up, and still by the returns, the Peruvian 
government finds they are receiving less for their 
products. We hope the cause will be ferretted 
out.—Ed. Far.] 


The news from the south by this steamer has | m 


called to Islay her British Majesty’s steam frigate 
Aetribution; a gentleman from there informs us 
that the troops of Gen. Castilla had occupied the 
plaza at Islay, but were dislodged by some shells 
thrown in the town by the frigate Apurimac. The 
town is entirely deserted. Vivanco has fortified 
the Custom House, and severe fighting is expected 
there. The arrival of Don Domingo Elias from 
France so unexpectedly, is believed to be the fore- 
runner of another revolution. He is the most 

opular man in Peru, and the only man that Gen. 

tilla fears. 


[It thus appears that the revolution is not yet at 
an end, and the present swarm upon the body po- 
litic of Peru may be brushed away,—perhaps a bet- 
ter set may be found, and instead of heaping up 
charges to augment commissions, and sending the 
guano to ports where it is not wanted, in order to 
add on expenses, others will, in time, be found, to 
act with more consistency to commercial usages.] 


A vatuasLe Buck.—On the 25th of July last, 
Mr. Jonas Webb, of Babraham, England, held his 
annual letting of Southdown rams, and the high- 
est bid made on the occasion was 197 guin- 
eas, or 985 dollars for the use ef a single buck. 
This sum was given by a Mr. Lindsey of New 
York. Our readers will note that this sum was 
only for the use of the animal for one season. 





Quick Veceration or Sezp—Many persons are 
Ss from growing seedling fruit by the 
ength of time which must, under inary 
circumstances, transpire before they see the results 
of their care. 

A Mr. Boyden, of New Jersey, has hit upen an 
ingenious method to “‘hurry up”’ the fruiting period. 
His plan is, in the case of strawberries or rasp- 
berries, to bruise the ripe fruit in asheet of paper, 
and after drying it he exposes it to a freezing 
temperature by means of a freezing mixture (say 
a mixture of powdered ice and salt), for about 
half a day, and then planting them, they were found 
to grow off at once, as if they had passed through 
a winter season, and a crop of fruit was secured 
the following season, thus shortening by one half 
the usual period required to test new seedlings. 

This is a very interesting experiment, and may 

succeed possibly as well with the seeds of larger 
fruits, cherries, plums, grapes, &c., for instance; 
if so, it will no doubt be the means of inducing 
many persons to bestow some attention to growing 
seedlings, than which there is no more interesting 
field of operation for the pomologist. 
» The seed of larger fruit may require to be exposed 
several times to the freezing temperature before 
a but this would be but little additional 
trouble. 





InrerestiNne to Farmers.—The following result 
of feeding a milch cow partially upon Chinese 
sugar cane, (from the Providence Journal,) will be 
read with interest by farmers: 

Lady Tempest, half Durham cow, was in pas- 
ture on the 22d of September, and yielded 41 lbs. 
of milk. On the qreeng of that day, gave her ten 
short stalks of suckers of Sorgho, which if cut up, 
would fill half a bushel. After this, until the 28th, 
gave her same amount of Sorgho, night and morn- 
ing, and kept her in same pasture. Yield of 


ilk: 
On 23d, 423 pene 47 do; 25th, 473 do.; 
26th, 49 do.; 27th, oh) Bors 28th, 503. 

The pasture was affected by no circumstance 
that would tend to increase the feed from it during 
thistime. The weather uniformly J gee gta except 
the 23d, which was rainy, and without frost affec- 
ting the feed. 

Owen K. Mertcarr.—October 2nd, 1857. 





A fact of seme importance we find in the Bal- 
timore American of October 9, copied, we believe, 
from the New York papers, viz:— 

The exports of breadstuffs have been iy con- 
siderable in former years from Canada to Oswego 
and Rochester. This year the trade is reversed. 
Canada is a large buyer. 





Raspserries 1y Avtumn.—Mr. John H. Har- 
man, near Owing’s Mills, has brought us on the 
9th of October, a box of Raspberries, which he 
calls, and which appear to be the Red Antwerp. 
They are of excellent quality and a rarity certain- 
ly atthis season. Whatever the kind may be, they 
have the peculiarity of bearing full crops twice a 
year. Some of the branches are as full as we ever 
saw of ripe and unripe fruit, as well as blossoms, 
and will continue to ripen now, Mr. H. tellsus, 
till hard frost, 
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WORK FOR THE MONTH. 


NOVEMBER. 
Fattenine Hogs. 

See to it that your hogs are regularly attended to, 
as we advised last month, as regularity in the times 
and manner of feeding hogs, is an important con- 
sideration in the fattening process. 

ACCUMULATION OF MANURE. 

Permit us to impress upon your mind the import- 
ance to your interest, in a pecuniary point of view, 
of collecting all the rough materials on your farm, 


and either covering your cattle yards with them, or| 


forming them into compost heaps. In disposing of 
such materials, whether in the cattle yards, or in 
the form of compost heaps, care must be taken to 
adopt such means as will tend to prevent loss by the 
escape of the liquid manure of your stock, and to 
arrest the escape of the gaseous portions of it. By 
the form of your cattle yards, and a judiciously ar- 
ranged cistern, you may effect the first, while by 
the nse of plaster sprinkled through and on your 
manure piles, you may prevent the loss of the latter, 
to a very great extent. 

The plan we here recommend may, and probably 
will be objected to, upon the score of labor and ex- 
pense; but such objection should not prevail, as 
every dollar judiciously laid out in the accumulation 
of materials susceptible of being converted into ma- 
nure, from one’s farm, will not only bring back 
interest, but compound interest, through increase of 


products, and lasting improvement of the-soil on 


which the manure may be applied. It may be laid 
down as a truth, that a farmer’s profits may be 
graduated by the quantity of manure he produces 
on his farm; and it is equally a truth, that by well 
directed energy and industry there are few farms on 
which a sufficient quantity of raw materials might 
not be collected, which, when added to and mixed 
with the manure of the stock, would go far to fertilize 
the spring hoe crops. And surely, if such results 
proceed from the accumulation of mauure, no agri- 
culturist should begrudge the labor or expense it 
may cost, but, on the contrary, make it a heart- 
duty, as it certainly is his interest, to devote a full 
measure of the time of his hands, in the collection 
of such materials as are convertible into manure; 
for verily, manure is a material part of the capital 
of a farmer. 
Fatt anp Winter PLovenine. 

All who may have stiff, adhesive clay soils, if 
they are not what may be termed wet lands, should 
have them ploughed during the fall or winter. Care 
must be observed to plough them when they are 
neither wet nor dry, but when they are in that con- 
dition of moderate moisture, when there will be neither 
danger of running into mortar, nor into indurated 
clods. By exposure to winter and early spring 
frosts, and to the alternations of freezing and thaw- 
ing, the texture of stiff, clayey soils are measurably 





broken: down, become more friable, and easier 
worked. Plough deeply, leave the furrows lapped, 
so as to leave the greatest surface liable to the action 
of the atmosphere; and next spring, at the proper 
time for such operations, roll, and then harrow the 
ground; perform both operations thoroughly and 
well, in order that as fine a tilth, or pulverization 
may be produced, as the nature of the land will ad- 
mit of; and here let us remark, that perfect prepa- 
ration of the soil performs a most important part 
in the production of a crop. 
Corn Coss. 

As ground corn cobs mixed with cut straw, fodder, 
or hay, make excellent food for your stock, don’t 
sell your corn on the ears, but shell it before you 
sell it. Those who may not have the convenience 
for grinding their corn cobs, can render them good 
food tor their cattle, by having them chopped and 
cooked, either by the process of hoiling, or steaming. 
If the corn cobs be properly economized, cattle‘can 
be subsisted upon much less long provender. 

Corn Srarxs. 

Where these have been cut up, after the corn has 
become glazed, with the fodder on, if cut up with 
a proper machine, make an excellent provender, for 
cattle; and when a half bushel of the stalks cut up; 
are mixed with a peck of bran, or a peck of cob meal, 
they will make two feeds for a milch cow—two such 
feeds as will induce her to contribute ceaiegousty, %0 to 
the milk pail. 

Roots, oF ALL Kinps. 

These should be dug and housed, before they are 
injured by the frost. 

Mice Cows anp Youne Carrie. 

These should all have the advantage of warm 
well ventilated stables, or dry sheds; be cleanly pin 
comfortably kept; have full supplies of food, and 
receive, at least twice a week, an ounce or two of 
salt, or the same quantity of a mixture comprised of 
equal parts of mild oyster shell lime, salt, and sifted 
ashes. In addition, they should have pure fresh 
water thrice a day. 

Frepixe or Roots. f 

Roots when fed to milch cows and other cattle, 
should be cut fine, and mized with cut hay or straw. 
For milch cows and other cattle, a peck of roots and 
a peck of cut straw or hay, mixed together, sprinkled 
with salt, makes an enriching meal for each. Most 
roots are the better of being cooked; but potatoes 
should never be fed raw, as cooking them makes 
them much more nutritious and healthful. 

Workive ANIMALS, 

See to it that these noble creatures do not suffer 
for anything that is necessary to their condition and 
comfort. As the weather ne oo in intensity of 
cold, they stand in the more need of warm, though 
well ventilated stables. Their stalls should be well 
bedded, and kept clean. They should be well fed 
thrice a day, watered as often, and curried and 
brushed, or rubbed with a wisp of straw, morning 
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and evening, and receive salt, or the salt, ashes and 
lime mixture, twice or thrice a week, say 2 ounces 
each at a time. 

In this connection we will remark, that by chop; 
ing the grain fed to working animals, and mixin 
t with cut hay or straw, one-third the quantity of 

grain may be saved, while the animals will be able 
to thrive better, as then the whole of the nutritive 
portions of the grain will be appropriated to their 
systems. Hence, then, it you attend.to this sugges- 
tion, you will be able to sell more grain, while the 
beasts will actually thrive better by the reduction 
of the grain. Corn and cob, chopped and ground 
together, is an excellent food, as well as being the 
most economical way of feeding yourcorn. In feed- 
ing corn and cob meal, it is best to mix it with the 
nay cut. 

Seep. 

Your sheep should be provided with sheds facing 
the south or southeast, opening into yards. The 
sheds should be covered with cut straw a few inches, 
in depth; this covering should be resupplied three 
or four times during the season. If you can’t spare 
straw for the purpose, substitute it by leaves from 
the woods, as it is important that your sheep should 
be kept clean and warm. 

In a trough in a corner or other part of the shed, 
under cover, salt should at all times be kept for 
them; they should be regularly watered thrice a day, 
and have pine bough thrown into their yards every 
few days for them to brouse upon. If some pulver- 
ized charcoal were occasionally mixed with the salt 
it would be of advantage in correcting acidity of 
the stomach of the sheep. 

The sheep should be fed thrice a day. From 3 
to 4lbs. of hay per day, according to the size of the 
sheep, will be sufficient. When they receive roots or 
grain, less hay of course will serve them. 

GATHERING APPLES. 

Gather your apples by having them hand-picked, 
and have them carefully stored away before they be- 
come injured by the frost. 


Ciper-MAKING. 


Attend to this early in the season; see to it that 
the cider is well made, the barrels well cleaned, and 
that the cider is properly stored away. If there 
were more good cider made, there would be less oc- 
casion for whiskey, and consequently there would 
be more sober and healthy men. 

Appts Butter. 

Make a goodly store of this—make it early, and 
make it well. 

Granarigzs anp Corn Houses. 


These should be well cleaned before the grain is 
— in them. For modes see our September num- 


Draining Wert Lanps. 


We repeat our advice. If you have fields contain- 
ing wet lands, have them drained. 
Firg-woop. 
When the leaves have ceased to fall, commence 
rae your fire wood, and halt not until you 
ve enough cut, hauled into your yard and piled 
up to last a year. 
Cabrs AnD WaGons. 
Carefully look over these, and, if they need re- 
pairs, have them made at once. 
Gearing. 
Examine, repair, clean and grease these. 





Toots AND IMPLEMENTS. 

Inspect these, and, if any of them need it, have 
them repaired,—and put all, notin use, away un- 
der cover. 

Fences. é 

Have these carefully examined and repaired. 

Or tue OrcHanp. 

Have yeu one? If not sct out one as we recom- 
mended in September. 

If you have one, examine your trees carefully and 
treat them as we have so often advised you before. 
Good fair fruit cannot be grown, without attention 
and care being paid to the seil and to the trees.— 
The best apple tree in the world cannot grow good 
and fair fruit, unless there be in the soil the elements 
to make it out of—everything that bas life must be 
fed, or its performances will be imperfect. 

Our doetrines are—feed the earth, and it will feed 
you—feed the apple tree, and it will yield fair fruit. 
Our Houses anp CELLARS. 

Appearance, comfort and health, all combine to 
recommend that these should be cleaned and white- 
washed. 

ASHES. 

Save and keep ali the ashes made on your place 
under cover. Five bushels of ashes, composted with 
60 bushels of marsh, river, or creek mud, will con- 
vert the latter into good manure. 

Pouttry Dune. 

Have the droppings of your poultry carefully 
scraped up every Saturday, and packed away in 
barrels. Sprinkle each layer over with plaster, and 
keep the barrels in a dry place. Three barrels, if 
well kept, will grow an acre of wheat. 

Bones. 

Have all your bones earefully saved. In every 
200 Ibs. of them, if dissolved in sulphuric acid, there 
are enough of the elements of ammenia, phosphate 
of lime if mixed with 5 bushels of ashes, and 2 two- 
horse loads of earth, to manure an acre of wheat. 

: URINE. 

Save as much human urine as practicable; in 
every pint of it there are all the elements in it re- 
quired to grow a pound of wheat. By adding or 
sprinkling plaster on it, you can prevent the escape 
of the ammonia. 

Wootten Rags. 

Economise these; they are rich in nitrogen, are s 
lasting manure, and, in fact, 34 times stronger than 
cow-dung. One‘on, if properly spread and ploughed 
in, will manure an acre of ground sufficiently well 
to carry it through a rotation of crops. 


WORK IN THE GARDEN. 
NOVEMBER. 

Unless it be the labor of saving what has been 
grown, there is not much to be done in the kitchen 
garden ; but what there is to be done should be done 
quickly and well. 

Winter inach.—_Have your winter Spinach 
thoroughly cleaned of weeds and grass. Should 
the plants stand too close, have them thinned out so 
as to stand about 4 inches apart in the rows. 

Asparagus Beds.—If you have not already cleaned 
off and dressed your Asparagus bed do so at once, 
as we advised last month. 


Culinary Herbs.—As thyme, sage, garlic, shallots, 
t 





chives, &c., may still be set out. 
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Cabbages.—Take these up and store them away. 

Strawberry Beds._—If not already done, clean off 
your strawberry beds, fork in some well rotted ma- 
nure between the rows, lay straw between them and 
peg that down. 

Roots of all kinds.—Take these up and store away. 

Celery.—Continue to earth up your celery, as it 
may need it for bleaching. ; 

Fndives.—Earth these up for bleaching. 

Sowing Rhubarb seed.—Sow rhubarb seed, as the 
vegetate much more certain when sown in the fall 
than when sown in the spring. 

Trenching.—It would save time in the spring, 
when time is preciousin a garden, if you would now 
heavily manure such beds as you expect to use in 
early spring, and spade the manure in. 

Gooseberries— Currants.—Plant cuttings of these 
on a warm southern exposed border—the rows 18 
inches asunder, the plants in the rows 6 inches. 

Raspberries may be set out as long as the weath- 
er remains open and fine. 

Garden Fruit Trees.—These may be put in the 
ground as long throughout this month as the wea- 
ther remains open and fine. In pruning, no limb 
should be cut off, unless it be dead, or interlaps. 
All wounds should be rendered smooth, and dress- 
ed with a mixture composed of equal parts of bees 
Wax, rosin and tar. Put the mixture on witha 
painter’s brush, and dust the surface with sand while 


Tomatoes.—If you have any tomato vines which 
have not been injured by the frost, and which have 

rtially ripe fruit on them, by taking them up care- 

ly and having them put in your barn, they will ri- 
pen such fruit, and continue your supply for two er 
three weeks—perhaps longer. 


FLORICULTURE---November, 1857. 


Prepared for the American Farmer, by W. D. Brackenridge, 
Florist and Pomologist, Govanstown, Balt. Co., Md. 


Dahlias—Should be lifted before hard frosts. set 
in; choose a good day for the purpose, clean off all 
earth from the roots, and store them away in a dry 
cellar, or under the stage of the green house. 

Greenhouse—It is presumed that all the plants be- 
longing to this department have already been taken 
in, neatly tied up, and arranged with taste on the 
tables and staging; admit air freely in the early 
part of the day, in fine weather, at which time put 
on a slow fire, in order to dry the flues, as well as 
to aseertain if the heating apparatus is in good work- 
ing trim, before cold weather sets in. Discontinue 
syringing in moist, cold mornings. Now is a good 
time to put in cuttings of Heaths, Epacris, and other 
plants of a similar nature; place them in a warm, 
shady part of the house, and if proper attention is 
given, many will be ready to pot off early in spring. 

Chrysanthemums—now in bloom, should receive 
a good supply of water; keep them in a light, airy 
part of the house, where many will produce seeds, 
from which valuable new kinds may be raised; those 
not wanted for seed should be cut down within ¥wo 
inches of the pots, after they have done blooming, 
and then placed away in a cold frame, or immedi- 
ately under the front of the greenhouse stage. 

Mignonette—in small pots ought now to be shifted 
into larger ones, afterwards placing the pote near 
the glass. 








Sweet-Scented Violets, in frames, require to be well 
attended to at this season, and should have plenty 
of air admitted; keep the surface of the earth open 
and top-dress with a compost of sand and well rotted 
manure. : 

Pelargoniums—that are wanted to bloom early, 
ought to be shifted into larger pots, taking care to 
water these, and the general stock but moderately 
at this season of the year. 

Chinese Primroses—may now be shifted into lar- 
ger pots; continue to keep them ina light warm 
place near the glass. 

Ten-week Stocks and Pansies—sown last month 
should be potted off, or pricked into boxes filled 
with rich, light, sandy earth. 

Izias, Sparazis and other Cape Bulbs—Water but 
very moderately now; in fact they dislike much wa- 
ter at any season. 

Roses—Those to bloom during the winter, ought 
to be kept in a temperature of 60 to 70° farn: Sup- 
ply them regularly once or twice a week with liquid 
manure, and fumigate when necessary with tobacco, 
to kill the green fly. | Water sparingly those in the 
cold frame, and give plenty ofair. Take up rooted 
layers, and plant them close together in a bed, to be 
protected during the winter. 

Camellias—Will now be coming into bloom; let 
the atmosphere be rather humid than dry. Wash 
the leaves carefully with a sponge, and thin out the 
flower buds where they are too thick; syringe occa- 
sionally, in mild weather, with soft water. 

Flower Garden—Clean off all decayed annual 
plants, and cut down the dead stems of perennial 
ones, to within four inches of the ground; rake u 
all leaves and weeds, throw them into a heap, don 
in time an excellent earth will be formed for potting 
and raising delicate annuals. Collect all plant 
stakes, tie them up in bundles and store them away 
on their ends in a dry shed. Rough-dig the flower 
beds; this will save labour in spring, as well as turn 
rp many insects and their larva—to be killed by the 

rosts. 





Satt.—A correspondent of the Germantown 
Telegraph, gives the following testimony in favor 
of the use of salt, for agricultural purposes:— 


There are few articles, perhaps, of greater value 
to the agriculturist, than salt. As an ingredient 
in compost, it is of great service and operates with 
an influence upon the soil which can be produced 
by no other stimulant, either mineral or vegetable. 
As to top dressing for grass lands,—especially 
those of-a loamy texture—it is invaluable. Mixed 
with wood ashes, in the proportion of one bushel 
of salt to three of ashes, and five of lime, it con- 
stitutes a very energetic manure for Indian corn 
—producing an early and vigorous germination of 
the seed, and acting as an efficient protection 
against the ravages of the various insectiverous 
enemies by which the young plants are too fre- 
quently infested anddestroyed. During the many 
years in which I have used the article, I have 
never known it to fail of producing the most im- 
portant and marked results—whether applied as a 
top-dressing on Jands in g or grain, as a stimu- 
lant for corn, or as a pa sufi for the support of 
pivoting crops. I have also used it with good 
success on various kinds of fruit trees—plums, 

ears, cherries, apples, peaches and quinces.— 
very farmer should make a liberal use of it, 
particularly in compounding manures. 
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AN ESSAY: 


DEscRIPTION OF A NEW AND IMPROVED SYSTEM OF 
MIXED HUSBANDRY, EMBRACING, Wueart, Cory, 
Tosacco, Grass ann Farm-Srock, iv wHicu 
EACH PRODUCT SHALL BE IMPORTANT IN THE 
PROFIT of A Farm. 

BY PATUXENT PLANTER. 

In the following plain statement of a system, 
with the reasons therefor, all that will, be found 
new, and which is hoped by the writer, will be 
considered as an improvement on the old systems of 
farming, consists in the change of rotation in crops 
and the grazing, or more properly, fattening stock 
for the shambles in addition to the usual labors 
and profits of simple farming or planting. 

For perspicuity and brevity I will suppose the 
farm on which this new system is tobe tried, con- 
tains 250 acres, of which 200 are arable, and in 
fair condition; the other 50 acres in wood, waste 
lands, garden, orchard lot, &c. This will give 
five fields of 40 acres each. I propose to work 
one field in Corn, one in Tobacco, Oats, Potatoes 
and Peas. One in Wheat and two in Pasture or 
Grass. That is, Cornin No. 1, on the turf fallow, 
with ‘all the available manure on the farm, ap- 
plied to it, with two bushels of plaster per acre 
sown broadcast as soon as the Corn comes up.— 
No. 2, having been in Corn the year previous is 
managed as follows: So much of it as may be re- 
quired for Tobacco, is ye oa by cutting up the 
corn stalks and roots and chopping them fine. Plow 


deep, harrow well, and dress it with one or two 
bushels of potash-plaster per acre ; guano 200 lbs. or 
same quantity of Super-Phosphate of Lime, applied 
broadcast when laying off the land, or half a gill 
dropt in the hill before it is made up. The poor 
poe 


in the field sown with peas and the rest in 


oats and Peat After the Tobacco is taken | P 


off, the whole field should be well plowed and put 
in wheat, with a dressing of some approved fer- 
tilizer. One gallon of Timothy seed per acre to 
be sown in autumn, and in the spring one peck 
r acre of Clover seed sown. o. 3, would be 
the wheat stubble field set in grass, on which noth- 
ing should be allowed to trespass until after most 
of ithad the next year been mown for hay and 
the aftermath got a fair start. No. 5, being the 
ure field, having been mown the year previous 
and being ready the next year togoincorn. No. 
4; being in grass of one year after wheat, is pre- 
sumed to have furnished all the hay required, by 
mowing only the best parts of the field, and the 
after math having been allowed time to get a good 
growth, say about the Ist of September, all the 
stock of the farm and twenty head of stock cattle 
then to be bought, could be turned upon it and it 
would feed them well for four or six weeks, ena- 
bling the pasture field to recruit. The middle of 
October put the twenty beef cattle by themselves 
in the pasture (No. 5,) providing therein two 
large pens, in which Corn on the stalk is to be 
hauled daily for feeding the cattle, allowing half 
a bushel of Corn in the ears per bullock, or one 
barrel per day for the twenty,—this with the stalk, 
tops and blades and hysk would be sufficient. Hay 
in racks must be prévided when the grass failed, 
and salt should at all times be accessible. One 
hog would be purchased for each bullock, and 
made to follow the cattle regularly from pen to 
pen, feeding the Corn on the stalk to the cattle for 
three days in one pen; then put in the hogs, and 


feed the cattle in the adjoining pen for three days, 
and thus continue to alternate. By the first of 
December the hogs ard cattle would be in fine 
condition for the butcher, and the farmer havin 
had a home-market for his Corn at a sure rate o 
80 cents per bushel, if not a dollar per bushel, 
beside having saved a lot of splendid manure. If 
he had been fortunate in securing his hay, he 
could feed another lot of cattle and hogs and have 
them in fine condition by the middJe of March, 
when beef is usually high. Successfully to win- 
ter-feed he ought to be provided with a corn and 
cob-crusher, and erect temporary shelters, which 
would cost a very trifling sum, and but little labor. 
It would require double quantity of corn in the 
winter. Under this system a farm of two hundred 
and fifty acres would yield the product of 40 acres 
in Corn; 40 acres in Wheat; 25 in Tobacco; 10 in 
Oats and 5 in Potatoes, Roots and Peas, and the 
profit from fattening the cattle and hogs. The 
actual cash sales would arise from the Tobacco, 
Wheat and Oats. The Corn not required for the 
farm-hands and stock would be used in feedin 
the cattle and hogs. Thus the Corn, Fodder and 
Hay consumed by them would yield a larger profit 
than if sent to market, unless the farm was in the 
neighborhood of a large market, for it is a low es- 
timate to say, that in three months, the profit of 
feeding each one would be twenty dollars, and five 
dollars oneach hog. ‘This would give in the three 
months of autumn, $20 on 20 head of cattle and 
$5 on 20 hogs each, being in all $500, and the 
same or more on the three winter months feeding 
of a like number, being $1000, for six months 
feeding, beside furnishing a huge manure heap of 
the best quality. The Grass land would have 
been but little injured, and if it was a light soil, 
would have been materially benefitted by the tram- 
ing of the cattle, for I do not propose to confine 
the cattle to the-pens, but allow them to go about 
the pasture as it suited them to take exercise.— 
The pens and hay racks could be movealle and 
placed on the thin places of the field as cowpens 
are. The winter pens and shelters of course had 
better be stationary, for the saving of trouble and 
the warmth from the accumulating manure-making 
materials, would tend to the comfort of the cattle 
and aid in the fattening process. 

The manual force requisite for the proper con- 
duct of a farm of this size under this system would 
be 8 hands, say 4 men and 4 boys, or two women 
and two boys, with the aid of an industrious, ac- 
tive overseer. Six mules would be a suflicient 
team. The use of oxen and an ox-cart could 
be dispensed with by substituting a tumbling wag- 
gon. The mules should never be allowed to run 
at large, but be *‘soiled’’insummer. Four cows, 
thirty sheep and twenty hogs would be all the farm 
stock required. For general purposes and as best 
suited to most farmers, mixed breeds of stock are 
best. This mixed breed, experience teaches me 
would be for cattle—Devon and Durham—South- 
Down and Cotswold for sheep—China and Berk- 
shire for hogs. 

_ The advantages pf this system are many and va- 
rious. 

Ist. Corn being a gross feeder, and a profitable 
crop if well fed and well worked, should be the 
recipient of all the manure, fine and coarsé, 
that could be raised on the farm, and put upon 
turf, which is so essential to the heavy yield of this 
king of plants. The farmer can thus at any time 
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he can find the leisure, get out his manure for the 
succeeding year’s corn crop. 

2d. It.is a nice preparation for a Tobacco crop. 

The rotation of Tobacco after corn has been 
found to be a good one by many practical planters, 
and in this I am greatly sirtagibenbd in my con- 
victions by the theory and practical experiments 
for some years, on this subject, of my learned 
friend Judge T. of the Court of Appeals. 

3d. It gives a fine opportunity to put the Wheat 
crop in good order and in proper time. 

4th. It allows the union of Tobacco making and 
grain-growing and grazing to be accomplished 
with ease and convenience; getting rid of the 
trouble and inconvenience which attends the fal- 
lowing for Wheat when the season (often the case) 
is a dry one. 

5th. By this system, the land must annually in- 
crease in fertility and in production—more manure 
would be raised under this, than any other system. 
Each field would alternately be in grass two entire 
years. Two fifths of the whole farm would be 
annually manured, one-fifth with domestic pro- 
ducts converted into manure; the other with 
foreign fertilizers, such as guano, bone dust, salt, 
super-phosphate of lime, or ashes, potash, plas- 
ter, &c. &c. Each field would once in five years 
receive a heavy dressing of plaster, which is often 
enough. If thought expedient, a dressing of plas- 
ter might be given the young clover in January or 
February each year, at small cost. If plaster be 
used on wheat or clover it should be used early in 
winter, my experience teaches. : 

An Essay of many pages might easily be spun 
out, but I think when an Agricultural writer or 
Fo pty has anything to communicate it should be 

‘one in as few words as possible, compatible with 


a clearness of statement and ——T in develo- 


ping his ideas; therefore, believing 1 have suc- 
ceeded in making myself understood as to the 
theory and details of the system of farming herein 
advocated, I conclude this Essay with sentiments 
of great respect, and a full confidence in the judg- 
ment of the committee which will decide upon its 
merit. 





[For the American Farmer.] 


REMARKS UPON THE ROCK GUANO OF THE CA- 
RIBBEAN SEA ISLANDS. 


By Wm. J. Taytor. 


In a recent investigation on the Rock Guano 
of the Caribbean Sea Islands, an account of which 
I read before the Academy of Natural Sciences in 
Philadelphia, and published in their proceedings 
for March, 1857,—there are Bodh ral facts from 
which arise conclusions and deductions very im- 
portant to Agricultural Chemistry. 

For a proper explanation I must be permitted 
to quote from the paper above cited: ‘The Co- 
lombian Guano is a hard rock, consisting of two 
distinct portions; the exterior crust consisting of 
a white frequently reniform coating, which in pla- 
ces where it is not decomposed has a polished sur- 
face, not unlike enameled, it is composed of con- 
centric layers, each of which is two or more lines 
in thickness. The entire outer crust forms but a 
very small proportion of the whole rock’’—a care- 
fully selected portion of this was found by analy- 
sis to have a composition like that of bones, viz: 
one equivalent of Phosphoric acid, combined 
with three of lime. 





‘*Below this.outer crust the rock has a varied 
appearance, it is of a dark brown color, in places 
quite black, varying in others to a lighter shade, in 
which portion are frequent cavities filled with 
minute crystals of gypsum, &c.”’ 

Specimens with a description corresponding to 
this were obtained from Messrs. Richards & Mil- 
ler, the agents in Philadelphia, for the sale of the 
guano; in appearance they resemble those from 
Monks Island, (Los Monges,) it showed however, 
on analysis, that it differed in composition from 
any specimens which were ever examined from that 
Island, (there are certain slight degrees of simi- 
larity o apeoaennne in the rocks from all the 
Islands which 1 have examined, yet that fromeach 
set of Islands or Keys is particularly characteris- 
tic,) as it contained the Phosphoric acid in the 
usual quantity, but principally combined with 
alumina and iron, with only about 3 per cent. of 
lime; another specimen showed a farther variation 
in the quantities of lime, iron and alumina. 

I examined with particular care the ground sam- 
fle of the: cargo of the Schooner Trident; from 

$ Monges, and found it to contain 1.32 per cent. 
of alumina, which seems to have escaped. the 
notice of other Chemists. 

In the guano rock from the Island of Centinella 
the change which has taken place is shown by an- 
alysis of the rock guano proper, of this felead b 
portions of recently altered bird excrement, whic 
cover a cliff immediately beneath a bird’s roost, 
and which has undergone a partial decomposition; 
and of some of the recent bird excrement from 
which the entire guano rock of these Islands has 
evidently been formed, by a process of decompo- 
sition, the agents of which are not yet fully known, 
though I believe it to be effected partially by sea 
water, and the salts contained by it in solution, 
which being in a volcanic region very probably 
contains sulphate of alumina. 

The Island of Centinella was visited by Mr. 
Richards, of Philadelphia, who selected with care 
the several specimens just mentioned; he describes 
this Island particularly as resorted to by immense 
numbers of water fowl, some of which roost on the 
cliffs. I will generalize the results of the Chemi- 
cal examination of the three. varieties from this 
Island. 

The recent bird excrement contained of course 
large quantities of organic matter, the ash was 
principally a phosphate of lime, in the proportion 
of pre equivalents of lime to one of phosphoric 
acid. 

In the portion taken from the cliff, on the sides 
of which the bird excrement was converted into 
a rock, (containing however a small portion of 
organic matter,) the proportion of lime and phos- 
phoric acid was the same as in the above, but 
there was also two per cent. of alumina and iron 
combined with phosphoric acid, in the proportion 
as found in the mineral wayellite; a portion of 
the guano rock proper—a cargo of which has been 
brought to the United States, also contained princi- 
pally alumina and iron, combined with phosphoric 
acid in the proportion as in wavellite together 
with a small per centage of lime, silica, &c. 

From the above reasons together with others 
which are given in detail in the Chemical investi- 
gation on this subject, I have concluded, that 
phosphoric acid forms a very large component of 
all the rocks brought from the Islands of the Ca- 
ribbean Sea, under the name of rock guano, phos- 
phatic guano, Colombian Guano, &c. 
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In that brought from the Islands of El Roque 
and Los Monges the phosphoric acid is principally 
combined with lime, with however small quanti- 
ties of magnesia, iron and alumina. In that from 
the Islands of Centinella and Testigoes the com- 
bination of the phosphoric acid with the bases is 
inversely, as in the rocks from the other Islands, 
being principally alumina and iron with small 
quantities of lime. 

In the appearance of all the guano rocks there 
are certain characteristics which a mineralogist 
would recognize, which it would be out of place 
to quote here, though at first sight the rock from 
Centinella may appear unlike that from the other 
Islands. From the Testigoes I have not been so 
fortunate to obtain the best specimens, yet from 
those obtained I have seen nothing to alter my 
conclusions. 

As the rocks from all these Islands have in the 
main, such great similarity of composition, there 
must be some like mode of formation. The afore- 
mentioned Islands are resorted to by myriads of 
wild fowl, which are principally Gulls, Pelicans 
and Cormorants, the phosphoric acid is contained 
in the excrement of these birds, which feed upon 
fish, whose bones consist principally of phosphates 
of lime and magnesia, these as before stated have 
undergone (and the process is most likely still go- 
ing on) various degrees of decomposition. 

Such changes are constantly going on in the 
sedimentary and ‘also in the old volcanic rocks, 
all over the world, by which means are formed 
the most beautiful and useful minerals—mention 
of detailed instances would here be out of place. 

I cannot therefore agree to the conclusions of 
Dr. Piggot, (Sept. No. of American Farmer,) 
who after giving the analysis of the rocks from 
Centinella and Testigoes Islands, says: ‘‘these ap- 
pear to me evidently mineral substarces, the phos- 

horic acid is combined not with lime but with 
iron and alumina, and in the latter instance 
it seems to form wavellite, a mineral which can- 
not be suspected to be of animal origin, &c.”’ 

By careful examination I have found that the 
phosphates of iron and alumina exist in the guano 
rock from all the islands, though in some it is in 
very minute quantities, but in all in variable pro- 
portions, and farther, that wherever found it is 
most probably in the form of wavellite. There- 
fore if one is thrown aside as not being a guano 
rock, all should be, as all contain lime, alumina 
and iron, combined with phosphoric acid, with 
a very little organic matter, showing that all have 
undergone an alteration, though various in de- 


Phosphoric acid is greatly needed in all plants 
and in the organisms of animals, indeed all that 


exists in minerals most pe, has once circu- 
lated in the organisms of plants and animals, and 
perhaps frequently—so says Bichof, the highest 
authority in Chemical Geology. ‘‘Piants are true 
collectors of this acid, they increase its quantity 
in uncultivated soils, when the subsoil contains 
phosphates or where these soils are supplied with 
water.” ‘ 
Why a substance should be condemned without 
a fair trial in which it is acknowledged a large 
quantity of phosphoric acid exists, because it is 
combined principally with bases which have been 
untried in agriculture, and because they are con- 
sidered not as readily soluble as others, seems ir- 
reconcileable with the acknowledged progress in 





agriculturai science. It is true that the phosphates 
of iron and alumina are not near as soluble as the 
phosphates of lime, yet the fact that they are 
found in spring water in determinable quantities, 
will be sufficient to convince farmers (who are 
deep thinkers and readers,) that nature has provi- 
ded means for their solution. This solvent is car- 
bonie acid, as to its existence in soils Boussingault 
and Levy, found that the air in the interstices of 
arable soils contained as much as 22 to 23 times 
as much carbonic acid as the atmosphere, and 
when recently moistened 245 times as much; phos- 
phate of lime lying in such a soil would be dis- 
solved in a comparatively short space of time; 
eeapeee of alumina would be also acted upon. 

do not wish to detract from the value of 
phosphates of lime of either form, they are either 
of them speedily dissolved under the circumstances 
just mentioned, but may they not sometimes be 
dissolved (if such is not often the case,) more 
rapidly than the plants can assimilate them? and 
as a consequence then, they n.ay be decomposed 
by the carbonate of iron, (which is always 
to be found in soils, which is held in solution by 
alkaline carbonates,) phosphate of iron result- 
ing, which may be decomposed in its turn and ap- 
prepeietes by the plants. This is no hypothesis; 

ut such actions have taken place as I have given 
instances of in the investigation on this subject. 
I will mention one: in a cemetery in Fiance the 
arm-bones of a female were found completely 
converted into phosphate of iron; other in- 
stances are on record. In the marl of New 
Jersey much of the phosphate of lime of the organic 
remains have been decomposed and phosphate 
of iron results. The value of marsh mud as a fe 
tilizer is believe now fully admitted. I have not” 
ary sg ng investigated this, to speak positively, 

ut from the examinations made | believe that its 
chief efficacy is from the phosphates of iron and 
alumina, which it contains, but of this more ata fu- 
ture time. In conclusion, permit me to. make an 
extract from a letter of a gentleman in ‘elation to 
the availibility of the rock guano, who may be 
considered _— authority: ‘Your opinion about 
the value of the phosphate of iron is confirmed by 
the experience of farmers in our State, (Penn.) 
who have used it as a top dressing to wheat and 
grass.”’ 

Worcester Co., Md., September 28th, 1857. 


Downine’s Fruits anv Fruit Trees or Ameni- 
ca, revised and-corrected by Chas. Downing, is 
just published by Wiley & Walsted, 351 Broad- 
way, New York. This standard work by the late 
lamented A. J. Downing, has been very considera- 
bly enlarged—and may be considered as the stan- 
dard Fruit Book of this country—Mr. Downing 
was assisted in his labors by many of the most ex- 
perienced and reliable Pomologists in the United 
States, and every one intending fo plant out an or- 
chard would do well to obtain a copy of this, or 
some other good fruit book. It is on sale by Wm. 
Minifie, bookseller, Baltimore. 








Acainst Grounp Mores.—A correspondent of 
the Valley Farmer, says that by planting a few 
of castor beans in such places where the moles 
trouble most, it will drive these pests away from 
the farm.—lIt should be tried. 
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THE CROPS—PRICES OF GRAIN, &e. 

Since our last, the monetary affairs of the country 
have continued ina most disordered state, unequalled 
we believe, sitice the year 1837—the banks from one 
end of the country to the other, with few exceptions, 
have suspended specie payments, and the difficulties 
of exchanges have thrown a complete damper upon 
business, and the effect has been severely felt upon 
nearly all the great staples of the country—particu- 
larly grain and cotton. We hear much about the 
necessity of obtaining funds ‘‘to move the crops,”’ as 
the commercial term has it; but if the prices at the 
ports of shipment were sufficient to induce the crops 
to be ‘‘moved,’’ they would no doubt soon be in the 
market, Elsewhere we have given some facts in re- 
gard to the movements of grain, &c., and there is 
evidently a great difference of opinion upon the sub- 
ject of the quantity of grain to be brought to mar- 
ket. To give some idea upon this subject, we clip 
the following paragraph which appeared in the ‘‘Bal- 
timore American,’’ about 10 ten days ago:— 

“Tt is stated that there is not less than 25,000,000 
bushels of grain in store in Chicago, but not more 
than 1,000,000 will be brought forward previous to 
the of the canals, for want of money to send 
it on.” e above story is going the rounds of the 
press from one end of the country to the other. Its 
extravagance is so apparent that it hardly calls for 
a eorrection; however, it may be as well to state 
according to the official statement of the Board of 
Trade, of Chicago, there are not 500,000 bushels of 
grain in store in that city.’’ 

late accounts from Europe, induce the belief 
that large quantities of our breadstuffs will be in 
demand in Europe. The French Emperor has issued 
his decree continuing his interdict against the expor- 
tation of grain, and encouraging its importation. 
In Spain similar measures have been adopted. In 
England and Ireland, and elsewhere, the most se- 
rious alarm is being manifested in regard to the Pe- 
tatoe crop. We give the following condensed view 
of the subject from foreign journals, which we find 
in the ‘‘Baltimore Sun,” of last week; by which 
our readers will be able to judge for themselves of 
the prospect for the prices of their produce, in the 
future. ‘‘The generaally favorable accounts received 
of the harvest abroad have, in addition to their oth- 
er difficulties, excited a good deal of uneasiness 
among our farmers. It seems however, there is like- 
ly to bea demand for our breadstuffs, in consequence 
of the failure of the potato crop in England. The 
Mark Lane Express, received by the Baltic, announ- 
ces that the potato disease, during the three weeks 
ending on the 12th of October, had assumed a viru- 
lence equal in destructiveness to the worst period of 
its prevalence, which was in 1846, the year previous 
tothe Irish famine. To aggravate the apprehensions 
inspired by this calamity, it appears that Great Brit- 
ain cannot rely upon the grain crops of the continent, 
abundant as they are, to make up the deficiency of 
food that will be caused by the failure of the potato 
crop. In France the potato rot has manifested itself 
to an almost equally alarming extent, and the gov- 
ernment has taken the precaution of prohibiting the 
exportation of grain until September, 1858. Should 
the disease spread its ravages over the continent gen- 





erally, there is no doubt that similar pretective 





measures will be adopted by the different govern- 
ments.” The Express anticipates that owing to the 
failure of the potato cron, England will be compel- 
oy to wg oy next year t least five million quarters 
of grain, the greater portion of which will, probabl 

be drawn from the United States.” 





New ADVERTISEMENTS.—We have space only to 
refer very briefly to the new advertisements—and 
particularly ask attention to that of Thompson & 
Oudesluys, on the cever, of a valuable improvement 
in the construction of Lime Kilns—also to Watson's 


Saving Machine, to A. O. Moore’s New Books, and. 


others on the cover—also to Page & Co.’s of their 
Saw Mill and Steam Engine, of M. Goldsboreugh 
and others, for sale of live stock, &c., and of sundry 
others on our advertising sheet. 





Owing to the stringency of the money market, 
Mr. T. T. Nelson did not offer his Brood Mares and 
Colts at public sale as advertised. His stock is all 
in the market however, except his Morgan Stallion 
Vermont, who he declines selling.—See advertise- 
ment. 





HARVESTER AND STACKER. 

This ingenious machine, which we noticed in the 
Farmer, the editor of the Ohio Farmer has seen in 
operation, and says it answers the purpose well. 
Its proprietors are Murray, Van Doren and Glover, 
ges Illinois. We give below what they say 
of it: 


“This machine drawn by four horses, is war- 
ranted, in the hands of ordinary, careful men, to 
cut seven feet wide, and discharge the grain into 
a molding box, where one man forms the stack, 
with the heads inside and the butts outside, binds 
the same with two wires, and then dumps it as a 
cart load of earth isdumped, setting the stack firm- 
ly on its base, perfectly thatched and ‘‘shingled”’ 
to defy any harvest storm. 

‘*Shocks.—The shocks or stacks are 4 by 4 feet 
on the ground, and six feet high. From four to 
six of them make an acre of ordinarygrain. Their 
style and appearance is symmetrical, and gives 
evidence of perfect power to resist storms. 

‘* Binding—This is done with fine wire, which 
costs only about twelve to twenty cents per acre, 
and will last many seasons. 

‘‘Straw—The length of straw can be cut to suit. 
Where it is of little value, it can be cut short; it 
may then require three bands or wires to the shock, 
but there will be fewer stacks to the acre, and the 
threshing can be done half a cent cheaper per 
bushel than where longer. 

‘*Curing.—The past seasen has been very wet, 
yet grain cut in the milk and dough by this ma- 
chine has cured perfectly in every instance. There 
are no thick bands to rot under, and if there 
were, no wet could get there. Of 140 acres cut 
by*this machine, (the only one yet built,) nota 
single shock took damage or had to be opened to 
dry. How many can say the same of 140 acres? 

** Bleaching.—There is no bleaching to the grain 
put up by this machine. The heads of every 
course except the top being all under cover of the 
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butts of the preceding course, there is no chance 
for bleaching. } 

**Raking.—This is done by the simplest contri- 
vance—Glover’s Rakers. They are but a few 
sticks of wood, and can be made with a jack-knife 
and hand saw. 

** Sickle.—The sickle is the ordinary scollop, but 
has a remarkably long stroke and quiet motion; 
such that the slowest oxen will cut the grain per- 
fectly, and yet the fastest walk of horses will not 
jar or rattle the machinery. 

** Solidity.—The solidity of these machines is une- 

-qualled. It is as substantial as an ox cart, and 
scarcely more complicated. 

“Centre Draught.—-Its centre draught is perfect, 
owing to the weight of the shocking cart being on 
the side of the wheel opposite the cutter bar. 

** Uneven Ground.—The ground wheel is hollow, 
having neither spoke nor hub. This brings the bear- 
ing close to the ground, and by a peculiar, but 
natural and simple shifting of the centre, where 
the ground is uneven, all unsteadiness is done away 
with, even when running along the side of, or 
across a dead furrow. It never tips or falters. 

‘* Threshing,—as we have said, where the straw 
is cut short, can be done for half a cent a bushel 
less than grain bound in the ordinary way. 

‘* Hauling.—The simplest and best way of doing 
this is by a light stone boat, either running on the 

ound, or mounted on wheels. Half an acre can 

e so hauled at a load by a span of horses. 

*‘ Price and Terms.—The price of these machines 
will be only two hundred dollars, delivered at Ot- 
towa; $50 on filing the order, $50 on delivery of 
the machine, and the remainder on the Ist of 
January following, with interest at ten per cent.”’ 





SCRAPS ABOUT CROPS. 

The New York papers state that there are, (9th 
October,) fifteen of the largest class ships now 
loading at that port with grain for Europe. They 
will carry out not less than three hundred and 
eighty thousand bushels of wheat. 


Canapian Wueat.—The new crop of Canadian 
wheat is coming forward very slowly this season, 
which is attributable to the low prices and the 
late harvest, which prevented farmers from get- 
ting their wheat to market till after ae The 
crop is represented to be only about two-thirds of 
a yield, and the quality is not as good as usual, 
and, taking these facts into consideration, it is 
very probable that the receipts at this port, up to 
the close of navigation, will be unusually light.— 
The receipts of the new crop at this port this 
season are only 14,730 bushels, while the imports 
last year during the month of September were 304,- 
858.—Oswego Times, Tth. 


Weatuer anp Crors in Canapa.—The Mon- 
treal Gazette, of the 2Ist ult., says: 

The weather has been cold and rather wet, but 
as yet we have had no frosts to injure the crops. 
These, with the ag WYN of winter and early 
spring wheat, injured by the weevil, and the po- 
tatoes, injured by rust and rot have proved every- 
where most excellent. 

Tosacco.—The Lynchburg Virginian says: 

‘*So far as we can ascertain, the prospect of the 
crop next year is a good one. A great many more 
plants than usual have been set—and the cultiva- 
tion of it is extending into Montgomery, Wythe, 
Mercer, Floyd and other counties which have been 





{Novemser, 
mostly e ed heretofore in the raising of grain 
and stock” If the weather hold oa ead Rests 
do not come too soon, there bids fair to be a 
heavier crop next year than ever. before. The 
high prices that have ruled this year, have stimu- 
lated planters to extra exertions, and next year 
the effects will be visible in increased inspections,’ 

The quantity of Tobacco inspected in Virginia, 
during the last twelve months, was 52,865 hhds.; 
same time 1855-6, 65,320 hogsheads. Decrease, 
12,455 hhds. The stock in Richmond, on the Ist 
October, 1857, was 2,782 hhds., including 25 hhds. 
Stems, and 445 hhds. Leaf, for inspection, against 
66 hhds. of the latter, on the Ist October, 1856. 

The Fredericksburg News says:—‘*The farmers 
of Spottsylvania are cutting Tobacco as fast as 
possible, in case of frost. It is believed the quality 
will be indifferent, though the quantity will be 
larger than usual.”’ 

Frosts at THE Sourn.—There was a very gen- 
eral frost in the South last week. On Tuesday 
and Wednesday, a heavy frost in Roanoke county, 
Va., seriously injured the tobacco. On Wednesday 
night, there was a sharp frost in Raleigh, N. C., 

gefield District, S. C., and Augusta, Geo. 


Tue Corron Cror.—A gentleman of Columbus, 
Georgia, who reached home from this city, about 
7th Oct., writes us as follows:— 


‘J find the Cotton crop, from North Carolina 
here, is short—the prospect being that it will not 
come up to last year’s receipts.”’ ‘ 





Derra or Piantine Seeps.—At a farmer’s 
meeting in New York, Mr. Meigs read from 4 re 
cent number of the Maison Rustique, which he 
styled ‘‘the great national work of France.” He 
observed that few, if any, lessons in agriculture 
had been as carefully made up in the last 100 years 
as were in the statements of that periodical. In 
the opinion of our continental neighbors, the ques- 
tion of how deep to plant wheat is pretty well 
settled. Wheat was always found to yield the 
largest and best crop when planted about an inch 
and a half. Barley and oats two inches to two and 
a half; beets, peas, beans, an inchand a half; tur- 
nips and carrots half an inch. In general there 
should be more seed sown in spring than in fall 

lanting. Seed planting machines are excellent 
or uniformity in the quantity of seed and the 
depth of the soil. Patullo, Tull and others had 
failed as to their contrivances. At last a lawyer 
of eminence, in France, had succeeded in invent- 
ing an instrument, universally applauded. It was 
exhibited at the fair of 1834. It harrows as well 
as sows, weighs 220 pounds, drawn by one horse, 
and sows about ten acres perday of grain. There 
is a crowd of others—Van Thaer’s machine 
among them. Latterly a machine has been con- 
structed to deposit with the grain a suitable quan- 
tity of some necessary fertilizer. 


A Cuattence.—The editor of the Charleston 
@ourter having ridiculed certain statements which 
have been made re ing the Chinese Sugar Cane, 
a Mr. Kron, of Wabash county, Ill., offers to bet 
the editor $500 that he will manufacture from one 
acre ‘planted with the chinese weed,’’ 500 gallons 
of molasses, a superior article to any manufac- 
tured in the South, or sold by the merchants in 
Coles county, S. C., in 1857, for 75 cents per gal- 
lon; and further, that he will manufacture it at the 
cost of 10 cents per gallon. 
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TRANSPLANTING TREES IN THE AUTUMN. 

We would call the attention of farmers who wish 
to plant trees this fall, to the following, taken 
from that valuable publication, the Horticulturist. 
We think highly of fall planting, when the ground 
is in proper condition; but always in setting or- 
chard trees take the precaution to bank them up 
with earth, say a foot high. This will prevent the 
tree from being blown over, or thrown out by 
frost. This banking should be taken away in June 
and the tree mulched. 

(Do you approve of fall planting?’’ is a ques- 
tion asked us every day. Our answer is, Yes, un- 
der these circumstances: 

1st. When the ground is of such nature, and in 
such condition that water will not lodge around 
the roots of trees during winter. To plant trees 
in holes sank in stiff tenacious soils, is a certain 
method of killing them. 

Qd. The trees should be perfectly hardy. All 
delicate or half-hardy trees should invariably be 
planted in the spring. If it be necessary to take 
up in the fall, they had better be laid in by the 
roots in a dry soil, sheltered from the cold cutting 
winds, and, if necessary, protected with plenty 
of boughs of evergreen, or something of that na- 
ture 


3d. We do not approve of planting evergreen 
trees in the fall, unless the very hardiest sorts, and 
that quite early, say to September or first of Oc- 
tober, in time for the trees to re-root, partially, 
before hard frosts, and they should be sheltered 
from the sun and wind by a thick screen of ever- 
green-boughs, well secured around them. 

4th. Plant trees early—as soon as circumstan- 
ces will permit after the wood is ri Don’t wait 
till the leaves fall, but cut them off, being careful 
not to injure the buds. Late planting, however, 
if well. done may be equally successful. 

5th. Secure all trees from being blown about 
by the winds, and mulch with half rotten manure 
or leaves three or four inches deep. 

Asparagus, Rhubarb, Gooseberries and Currants 
should all be planted in the fall, and as early as 
possible. Also, hardy bulbs, such as hyacinths 
tulips, narcissus, crocus, crown imperials, and 
lilies. It is also the best season to top-dress and 
renovate neglected trees of all sorts, to make new 
walks and repair old ones, to lay down turf, and 
perform such operations as grading, draining, 
trenching, &c. Oursprings are short, and hotsum- 
mer weather very often comes too soon. It is 
therefore well to make a good use of every hour 
between this time and the freezing of the ground. 


WHY PROVISIONS HAVE BEEN DEAR. 

The Philadelphia Pennsylvanian has compiled 
some statistics which serve in part to explain the 
extraordinary high prices of all kinds of provi- 
sions which have ruled the past year or two. In 
1840, there was produced in the United States— 

84,820,000 bushels of wheat. 

108,000,800 bushels of Irish and Sweet Pota- 
toes. 

14,970,000 head of cattle. 

Had agriculture remained simply stationary— 
considering the increase of population—it ought 
to have produced in 1850— . 

115,240,000 bushels of wheat. 

146,000, 000 bushels of potatoes. 

20,349,000 head of cattle. 

Instead of which it only yielded— 








100;480,000 bushels of wheat. 

104,000,000 bushels of potatves. 

18,378,000 head of cattle. 

Thus the diminution of these articles during a 
period of ten years amount to about— m 

15,000,000 bushels of wheat, which is a falling 
off of 1-7. ; 

41,000,000 bushels of potatoes, which is a:fall- 
ing off of 3. ' : : 

,000,000 head of cattle, which is a falling off 

of 1-10 of the production in 1840—duly taking 
into calculation the increase of population. 

Here, then, we have one reason for the advatice 
of provisions. ant 

While agriculture thus eo unable to keep 
pace with the growth of the population, the ex- 


portation of breadstuffs increased prodigiously; — 


which, of course, reacted upon the home market. 
The value of breadstuffs and provisions exportéd 
averaged per annum, for the period from 1830 to, 
1840, $12,000,000. . 
From 1840 to 1850, $27,000,000. 
From 1850 to 1856, $41,000,000. 
Thus the exportation more than doubled in ten 
years, and nearly doubled in the fast seven years. 
These facts, taken in connection with the dis- 
ya of labor over the wild and non-producin 
ands of the West by the railroads, will go far’ 
explain why the provision for a family costs mere 
than twice what it cost ten or even five years ago. 
There has been an immense temptation drawing 
the laboring classes to the West. Before they 
left they used to produce more than they consumed. 
Now—that is for the first year or two after their 
emigration—they consume more than they pro- 
duce, or what they produce is not within the reach 
of consumers. It will not always or long be so, 
we hope. 





Preservation OF Fruir Trees rrom Hares. 
—Mr. D. Smoot, of West Tenn. gives the follow- 
ing in the Louisville Journal, as his mode ef pre- 
serving fruit trees from rabbits, &c:—In the fall of 
1855, a friend of mine, residing in Obion county; 

lanted out an orchard of nice young apple trees, 

orgetting to use any precaution against the rabbits; 
the consequence, was, that when the cold weather 
came on, nearly every tree was seriously injured 
by these little quadrupeds. In the fall following 
Iset out some more trees in the same orchard, but 
this time we made a compound of lard and pulveri- 
zed sulphur, and with this mixture we painted 
every tree, and the result was, that notwithstand- 
ing we had a very severe winter—and in that lo- 
cality the little animals were exceedingly numer- 
ous—yet in the spring when we examined our 
trees, not one of them had been barked, or affected 
by the aforesaid little creatures; and I may also state 
the paint (or rather mixture) is still on the trees 
and will preserve them during the coming win- 
ter. 





We are indebted to the Hon. Jas. A. 
Pearce, for a copy of the report of Prof, A. D. 
Bache, on Standard Weights and Measures, made 
to the Senate at the last session. 





Tuan«saivine Day in Maryianp.—His Excel- 
lency T..W. Ligon, Governor of Maryland, has 
issued his proclamation setting apart Thursday, 
the 26th day of November, to be observed as aday 
of thanksgiving throughout the State. 















yt Se Ve On See 











ae we 



























































THE AMERICAN 





FARMER. 








——=eeeee 


(Novemper, 








BALTIMORE MARKET---Oct. 30, 

The unsettled state of the money market, both in 
this country and Europe, has continued to influence 
our produce markets, and depress prices—but the 
demand for grain for shipment abroad, is now caus- 
ing a better feeling, and the month closed with a 
good demand, and advancing prices, and we think 
will now continue toimprove We quote Wheat in 
active demand, and the market firm, at 115 a 122c. 
for good to prime red, and 112 to 118c. for old white, 
120 a 125 for fair dry lots of do. and 130 a 140 for 

ood to prime shipping parcels of do. Corn isin 

ir demand, and the market from 67 « 68c. was paid 
mixed parcels, 70 a 72c. for good to prime yellow, 
and 72 a 75c. for white do.—some new lots of Corn 
sold for 45 a 53 a 60c.; the market closed buoyant. 
Oats, steady, in good demand, and receipts fair, Md. 
and Pa. sold at 30a 35 for fair to prime. Rye, Md. 
65 a 70, and Pa. 80 a 85c.prices nominal, and de- 
mand light. Cloverseed, dull, at 5.35 a 5.63¢.— 
Timothy do. $2.50 a 2.75 per bushel. Guano, no 
change from last month for auy kinds. Hay baled, 

16 a 18, loose $12 a 14 per ton. Straw, scarce and 
in demand, at $18 for Rye, $12 for Oat, and 10 a 11 
per ton for wheat. Naval Stores dull, prices nomi- 
nal. In Provisions, not much doing. Cattle, Beef, 
$8.25 a 4.25 per 100 lbs. on the hoof, — to $6.50 
@ 8 nett, and averaging $3.62. Hogs, dull, and pri- 
ces drooping, sales at $7.50 8 pcr 100 Ibs. nett. 
Sheep, in fair demand at $2 to $4 per head, as in 
quality. Potatoes, Mercers, at the wharf, $2.62 per 
bbl. and sweet $2, or 70 a 80c. per bushel. Plaster 
$3 a 34 per ton, $1.37 per bbl. for ground. Rice, 
old 4 a 4}, and new crop 4} a 4$c. for good to prime 

ls. Sugar, P. Rico 7.50 a 8 50 for com. to fair, 

and $8.75 a 9.50 for good to prime do.; Cuba and 
Eng. Island 7.50 a 9. Flour, super $5.25, cash for 
Howard st.; $5.12 to $5.50, cash and time for City 
Mills; Ohio extra 5.75, Howard st. 6 a 6.25, and 
City Mills do. $6. 2 6.50 per bbl. Rye flour, 4.50 a 
a 4.62. Wool, hasa drooping tendency, and pri- 
cesnominal. Whiskey, Ohio 22 a 224, and city and 
country 21 a 21}c. per gal. cash. Tobacco, receipts 
light for Md. and no Ohio in market—holders of 
Md. are holding back for better prices, whilst ship- 
pers, though disposed to purchase, are not willing to 
give present rates; we quote Md. brown leaf 9 a 9.50, 
as in quality; inferior short seconds, 7 a 7.50; brown 
leafy 9 a 10, and extra 11 a 14; bay tobacco, tops 9 








CIETY.—The EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE will 
meet at the Rooms of the Society, on the 17th NovemBER 
inst., at 12 0’clock, noon. A punctual attendance is par- 
ticularly requested. By order of 

RAMSAY M’HENRY, Frest. 
SAMUEL SANDS, Sec’y. nol-It 


A PAIR OF DRAFT STALLIONS FOR SALE. 
wii took the FIRST PREMIUM at 

the late Cattle Show of the Maryland 

State Agricultural Society, for the best draft 

horses, (see =~ of Judges in this No. of 

the Farmer.) They are dapple ys, each 

7 years old, beautifully matched, and can- 

not be surpassed. Price, $600 each. Apply at this office. 

novi-it 








SOWS AND SHOATS. 
BROOD SOWS—and a lot of PIGS and SHOATS, for 
sale by GEO. Y. WORTHINGTON, 
nov1-!t* No. 7 Spear’s Wharf, Baltimore. 


OR SALE.—BROOD MARES anv COLTS—Offered 
by the subscriber in the October number of the 
“‘Farmer’” for Public Sale on the late Show Grounds, 
T, T. Nelson, 
Towsontown, Baltimore Co., Md. 
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GEORGE PAGE & CO.’S 


PORTABLE 


STEAM ENGINE. 


his admirable Portable Steam a invented by 
them for OR Ey ey was HIBITED D - 
RING THE FAIR OF T ARYLAND STATE AGRI- 


CULTURAL . 


The inventors sold one to the Hon. Colonel Edward 
Lloyd, of Talbot County, Md., some weeks since. Of its 


performance he thus s 


Wre Hovsz, Oct. 10, 1857. 
Gentlemen:—The Portable 


Messrs. Gronce Pace & Co.— 


Engine of 10 horse 


— It works well. In drivin; 
a 


r you sent me fully equals my ex- 


a wheat thresher it 


great saving of the teams, and enables a smaller force 
of hands to accomplish more work. After using it ina 


stubble field where the wheat was in shocks my 
sion of danger from fire was so far remoyed that 
stack-yards where the wheat had been stacked 


it in seve: 


hen- 
worked 


near the granary. The ash bex adds greatly to its security 


against fire 


It drives the circular saw beantifully, and will do more 
work than I thought the power able to effect. 
The Grist Mill taxes its power more fully than either 


of the other operat: 
had ho it would do.* 
The 


ions. It grinds well, but not as fast as I 
e is easily moved, and takes about the same 


time to cet all fixed for Guaming Tanne that it would do 
le 


to move and fix with 
course, not included. 





stone, one 
ground 4 an 


pont 
ours respectfully, &c. 


Water, of 


DwakpD Luioyp. 


orse 


“The Grist Mill Colonel Lloyd has is a 22inch Burr 
—— to grind 
5 bushels per hour. 


4 bushels per hour—it 
novl- 





FOR SALE 
IMPORTED HORSES AND CATTLE, 


F THE DIFFERENT BREEDS, . 
with Royal South-Down Prize 
ptr ya ers, recently imported. 


Also, 1 


South Down Prize Ewes, tup- 


og: byan Im Ram; 12 Ewe Lambs yore from 
n U.S. fine home raised HORSES with 00D 


same stock, with 5 very fine 
South Down ye TF 


MARES now in feal. 


Ram Lambs— 
wold Rams and Ewes, 
'LLS aad COWS of different 


a few yearlin 


and breeds, with choice MILCH COWS and WORK OXEN, 


Im 
ad 


ved HOGS of the various breeds. 
MARTIN GOLDSBOROUGH, Gen’1. Agent, 





For iculars, 


No. 42 N. Calvert street. 





FOR SALE. 
FINE GRIST MILLS, of superior quality, and 1 


large upright Stationary HORSE POW. 


one No. 1 


OX CART, all of which I will sell on 22d of November, at 

Public Sale, on the Cattle Show Grounds, if not previously 

sold. Ad 
nel-It 


dress, MARTIN GOLDSBOROUGH, Gen’! Agent, 


No. 42 N. Calvert street. 









MPSHIRE PICS.—A pair of this 
Ha“ of Pigs, (known also as the Pipe 
Creek breed) which probably attains the largest 
size of any other breed known in this State, 3 to 


4monthsold. Any one wonting &s get inte this superior 


breed, can get a fine pair om app 


the Farmer. 


on to the Editors of 
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